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OUIS the fifteenth was left « ^ 

1^ Sept. 

an orphan, at a tune when it . „ ^^ 

wouWhavt been too ttdious. '^'S- 



difficuk and dangerous to affemble the general 
tftates of the kingdom^ to regulate the pre- 
fenfioiis made to the regeocjr. The parliament 
|Df Paris had fonnerly given it to two queens ; 
Aey gave tt now to the duke of Orleans. 
They had fet afide the teftament of Louis XIIL 
they n(bw fet afide that of his fucceflbr Louis 
XIV. Philip, duke of Orleans, grandfon of 
Fiance, wat declared abfduU mi&a V} ^^ 
ft ^itx^ 
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very parliament, he foon after fcnt int# 
exile.* 

The better to comprehend by wh^ i>ltAd 
fatality the affairs of the world are governed, 

it 

"* The author of the pcetended memoirs of madam 
de Maintenon, and of the notes, infertcd by Beaumclle 
in his edition of the age of Louis XIV. publifhod at 
Fcankfort, has boldly advanced thut the great-hall of the 
palace was, on this occailon,^lled with officers, -who had 
arms concealed under their clothes : tliis is not true j 
I was myfelf there, and faw many more lawyers than 
cither officers or other people. There was not the leaft 
appearance of party, much lefs of tumult. It had indeed 
i)cen the greatejl folly to introduce partizans with con- 
<cealed arms, to irritate the minds of the people who wire 
then univerfally difpofed in fivour of the duke of Orleans. 
There was only a detachment of French and Swifs guards 
^n duty about the palace. 

This ftory of jthe great halPs being filUd with armed 
officers^ is taken from .the memoirs of the regency, andlhe 
life of Philip duke of Orlein^ ^-^contemptible productions 
I printed in Holland, and replete with faUehood. 

The author of de Maintenon's memoirs tells us, diat, 
<( The prefidcnt Lubert, the firft prefident de maifons 
«< and many other members of the aflembly were ready 
«< to declare again ft the duke of Orleans.*? It is tnir, 
ihere was at ,that time a preddent de Lubert ; but he was 
only prefident adx enquetes i an office which does jiot inter- 
meddle with public aflfairs. He had never been firfl preddent 
. de mai fons. It was Claude de Mefmes, by name d* Avaux 
who then enjoyed that department. M, de Maiibns, 
brother-in-law to marihal Villart, wai.prdident imortier 

and 
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k is neceflary to remark, that the Ottoman 
empire, which had been able to oppofe that of 
Germany, during the tedious war of 1701, 
waited only for the conclufion of die general 
peace to make frefh war on Chriftendom. Ac- 
cordingly, this year the Turks made themfelves 
mailers of the Pelpponnefe, which tht celebrated 

wadftion^f attached to tjw dufce ofOrleans. It was at 
lut wcrj houie that the marquis dt Canillac and iomeothtr 
confidents of the prince, had ictded the plan of the rr« 
gencjr. To him alio was promifed the place of keeper of 
•the feals ; but he died (bon after. The/e are known hSU 
to which I myieFf was witnefs, and which are recorded in 
"tiie manuicnpt memoirs of raarihal Villars.— ^The 
compiler of die memoirs of madam de Maintenon obfervet 
i>nthi»occafion9 that in the treatj of Rafiadt, entered into 
by marflial Viilars and prince Eugene, «« There wert 
*' certain lecret articles by which the duke of Orleans 
cc was excluded the throne.'* This is falfe and abiurd j 
there was no fecret article in the treaty of Raibdt which 
wis an authtntic treaty of peace. Such ftcret articles are 
infated only in treaties among confederates, who are de- 
iiroas of concealing the tenour of their conventions from 
the public. To exclude the duke of Orleans from the 
throne, would have been to give, in cale of accident, the 
crown of France to Philip V, of Spain, competitor of the 
emperor Charles VI. with whom that treaty was made. 
This had been to deftroy Ihe whole fabric of the peace of 
•Utrecht, to which Fraacehad given the finishing ftr(jce ; 
k would have been an infult to the emperor, «ad die 
fLeStru€tion of the balance of power in Europe. Nothing 
can be more ahfurd than this fuggeftion. 

B 2 Morofin', 
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Morofini, furnamed the Peloponnefiac, had take* 
ffom'thcm, toward the end of the feventeenth 
centfttiy, and which was allotted to the Vene- 
tians at thep^ace of Carlowitz. Thc^mperot^ 
"who was guarantee of that treaty, was hence 
obKgcd to declare himfelf againft the Turks. 
Prince Eugene, who had formerly beaten them 
at Zantc, pafled the Danube, and gave battle, 
near Peterwaradin> t6 the Grand Vizir Alit 
favorite of Sultan Achmet the third ; and ob* 
tained a moft fignal vidory; 

Though the relation of particular circum* 
•ftances does not enter into a general plan of 
hiftory, we cannot omit here an account of the 
fignal bravery x>f a French oflker, celebrated for 
J>is remarkable adventures. Count Bonneral^ 
tvho,upQn fome difagreement with the miniftry, 
had quitted the fervice of France, was then a 
major-general under prince flugene, and hap- 
pened, in the coorfe of the battle, to be fur* 
rounded by a very numerous body of Janiflaries. 
With the aJSftaarr only of two hundred mea 
<if his own regiment, he withflood the attack 
of the Turks above an hour ; and when he was 
«t length fo Hounded by a fpear as to be unable 
to (land, he was carried off by only ten foldiers, 
the tcinaifia of his corps^ to the vi^U^rioui 
army« 

This 
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This fame man, at that time banlfhed from 
France, returned and was publicly married at 
Paris ; fome years after which, he repaired to 
Conftantinople, turned MufTulman and died a 
Bafliaw. • 
The Grand Vizir AU was mortally wounded 
in this battle ; and as the manners of ihe Turks 
were not then civilized, he gave orders before 
his' death for the malTacre of one of the 
Emperor's generals who had been taken pri- 
foner. 

Prince Eugene befieged Belgrade the fol- 
lowing year, in which place was a garrifon of 
near fifteen thoufand mem At the fame time 
he found himfelf befieged by an innumerable 
army of Turks j who advanced toward his 
camp and entrenched themfelves around him^ 
Finding himfelf in the fame fituation as Caefar 
It the fiege of Alefia, he extricated, himfelf in 
. the fame manner, by firfl beating the enemy in 
ihefield, and then taking the town. His army 
was in themoft imminent danger of deflruftion, 
but military difcipline triumphed -over fuperioc 
numbers and undifciplined valour. 

This prince cStried his glory to the . 
highefl pitch by the peace of Paffe- 1718. 
lowltz ; which gave Belgrade and Te- 
Hiefwaer to the emperor j but the Venetians, 
for wbofe fake the war originally commenced, 
B 3^ wcrt. 
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were abandoned, and irrctrieveably loft their 
poflefEons in Greece, 

The fkce of affairs underwent as great a 
change among the Chriftian potentates. The 
union and good underftanding fubfifting be- 
tween France and Spain, which had appeared 
fo formidable, and had fo much alarmed the 
feveral fttotes of Europe, was deftroyed as foon 
as the eyes of Louis XIV. were clofed. The 
duke of Orleans, regent of France, though 
irreproachable with regard to his folicitude for 
the fervice of his pupil, behared as if he himfelf 
was to fucceed to the throne. He entered into 
a ftridl alliance with England, the reputed na- 
tural enemy of France j and came to an open 
rupture with the Spanilh branch of the houfe of 
Bourbon. On the other band, Philip the fifth^ 
who had renounced the crown of France by 
the peace, excited, or rather lent his name for 
exciting, feditions in France; by means o£ 
which he hoped to be invefted with the regency 
of a country, where he could not reign. Thus 
all the views of his family, all their ncgociation* 
^h the feveral powers of Europe, and theif 
fyftem of politics underwent ^ total change on 
the death of Louis XIV. 

Cardinal. Alberoni, iirft minifter of Spain,, 
took It into his head to overturn the whole po- 
litical ftatc of Europe, and was \cry near ac- 
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tomplifliing his end. He had in a few year» 
put the finances and troops of the Sp^ifli mo^ 
narchy on a refpe^ble footing ; for which hp 
now formed theproj^ of recovering Sardinia, 
the» in the hands of the emperor ; and Sicily, 
of which the dukes of Savoy had been in pof- 
ieffioa ever fince the peace bf Utrecht. He 
was going to change the conftitution of Eng-^ 
land, in order to prevent any oppofition to his 
defigns from - that quarter,- and was on the 
point of raifing a civil war in- France with a^ 
fimtlar view* At one^ and the fame time, he 
was carrying on different negociations with* 
the Porte, the Czar Peter the Great of Ruffia,^ 
and Charles the tulelfth of Sweden. He was 
on the point of engaging the Turks to renew' 
the. war agsunft the Emperor; while Charles 
the twelfth, feoonded by the Czar, was in per- 
fon to condud the Pretender to* England, and 
reftore him to the throne of his anceftprs. 

This intriguing cardinal effeded an infur- 
redion in Britany; an^ actually caufed a 
number of troops, under the appearance of 
falt-fmugglers, to march, by the direiftion of 
one Colincri, to join the infurgents. . The 
confpiracy of the ducbefs of Maine, cardinal 
Polignac, and feveral others, was ripe for exe- 
cution ; the intention was, if poffible, to feize 
the perfon of the duke of OcteiAS \ X» d^v^vx^ 
B 4. >civKw 
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kimof the regency v^ncl to give it to Philip Vt. 
king of Spain. Thus cardinal Alberoni, f#r-> 
merly the curate of a petty village near Parma^ 
would have been at once pritne-niinifteF of 
France and Spain, and have given an entire new 
face to all Europe. 

' A funple accident diffipated all thefe vaft- pro-t 
je£b. A courtezan at Paris betrajred the con* 
fpiracy, which the moment it was difcovered 
became ufelefs. The king of Sweden, wha 
was to have placed the Pretender on the throne 
of England, was killed in Norway, Alberoni 
kad prepared himfelf To many refources, how* 
ever, that fome part of his proje£ts began t# 
take effe<Sl. The fleet he had fitted out, made 
a defcent on Sardinia in the year 1717, and 
in a few days reduced it under fubjcdion to 
Spain ; and in the following year, be reduced, 
in like manner, almoft al) SicDy. But not 
being able to fucceed either in preventing the 
Turks concluding a peace with the Emperor 
Charles VI. or in exciting the intended civil 
wars in France and Engl^M^d^ this- ambitioui 
prelate had the mortification to fee united againft 
kim the Emperor, the regent of Kcance, and 
king George I. 

The Regent of France, in concert with the 
Englifli, made war on Spain ; fo that the iirft 
war undertaken by l40itit XV. was againft his 

unclv: i 
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uncle I whom Louts XIV. had, tt (be' tx^ 
pence of fa much blood, eflablifhed on his 
throne ; which wis in fai£l a kind of civil war. 
The king of Spain had taken care to have th« 
three flowei5^de»Iace painted on all the colours 
of his army. The duke of Berwick, who had 
fought and won fo many battles to gain him 
the crown, now commanded the French army 
againft him ; while the duke of Liria, his fon». 
was a general officer in the Spaniih fervice. On 
this occafion, the father exhorted his fon, in z 
Very pathetic letter, bravely to difcharge his 
duty againft himfelf. The abb^ Dubois, after-* 
wards cardinal, like Alberoni, a child of for^ 
tune and equally (ingulaf in charafter, being 
then fecretary of ftate, direfted die whole en- . 
terprize.-^It was la Motte Houdart who drew 
up the manifefto againft Spain, which was never. 
figned. 

The Englifh fleet, at this time obtaining a> 
viftory over that of Spain near Meffina, the 
fchemes of cardinal Alberoni were dl difcon- 
ccrted ; and this miiiifter, who but fix months 
before was admired as the grcatctt fhrtcfman in 
the world, was looked upon ever after, asaraflk. 
^d inconfiderate projecbi*. The duke of Or-** 
leans would not make peace with Philip V. but 
on condition of his delivering up this mmififr^ 
which was accordingly done, and the French 
B 5 UQoj^ 
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troops conduded him to the frontiers of. 

Italy. - 

It was the fame Alberoni, who, being after- 
wards legate at Bologna, and having no oppor- 
tunity to fubvert kingdoms, employed his lei-, 
fure in attempting to ruin the little republic of. 
St. Marino. 

The final refult of all his great defigns, how- 
ever, proved to be, that Sicily was given to thf 
emperor Charles VL and Sardinia to the dukes 
of Savoy, who have poffefled that ifland ever 
iince, and now bear the title of kings of Sar- 
dinia. But the houfe of Auftria has fince loft 
the ifland of Sicily. 

Thefe public events are fufficiently known ; 
which is not the cafe with the following anec- 
dote, though equally true. 

When the rtgent of France wanted to make 
it a condition of the peace, that his daughter, 
mademoifelle de Montpenfier, fhould marry the 
prince of Afturia, Don Louis, and that the in- 
fanta of Spain fhould be given in marriage to 
the king of France, he could not cfFeft his 
dcfign without applying to the Jefuit^ d'Au« 
banton, confeffor of Philip V. This Jefuit 
prevailed on the king of Spain to confent to 
th s double marriage ; but it was on condition 
-tlMt the duke of Orleans, who had declared 
bimfclf againft the Jefuits^ fhould become their 

protedor^ 
I 
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protector, and Ihould caufe the conftitution to 
be regillered. The duke promifed both, and 
kept his word. Such are often the fecret fprings 
of great revolutions, both in church andftate. . 

This affair was managed folely by the abbe 
Dubois, intended archbifhop of Cambray, and 
in eSk£t procured him his cardinal's hat. He 
caufed the bull to be implicitly regiftered by 
the. grand council, or rather in fpite of the 
grand council, by the princes of the blood, the 
. dukes- and peers, the marihals of France, the 
counfellors of ftate, the matters of the requefts, 
and particularly by tjie chancellor d'Aguefleau 
bimfelf, who had fo long oppofed its acceptance. 
This abbe Dubois, obtained even a recantation 
from cardinal de Noailles. The regent of 
France found himfelf, by this intrigue, cQn- 
neifted for feme time in the fame interefts with . 
the Jefuit d'Aubanton. 

Philip V. began to be attacked by 
a* melancholy, which, joined to his 1720. 
devotion, led him to renounce the 
cares of a throne, and to refign his crown to • 
bis eldeft fon, Don Louis ; a defign which he 
afterwards put in execution in the year 1724; 
This fecret he imparted to d'Aubanton j who 
tremUed to think he fhould lofe all his power, . 
when his penitent ihould be no longer matter ; . 

and 
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and that he fhould be reduced to follow hiiil' 

into folitude. 

Alarmed wkh thcfc apprehenfions^ he r^* 
vealed to the duke of Orleans the confeffion 
of Philp V. not doubting but thit prince would 
exert himfelf to the utmoft, to prevent the king 
of Spain's abdication. The regent had dif« 
fcrent views ; and was fatisfied with the pwf^ 
peSt of feeing his fon-in-law a king ; and a 
Jefuit, who had fo much controuled his incK* 
nations in the affairs of the conftitvtion, no 
longer in a iicuation to prefcribe him conditions, 
lie fcnt back d'Aubanton's letter, therefore, to* 
tl.c king of Spain : that monarch very coolly 
•prcfented it to his confcflbr, who immediately 
faiiKcd ut the fight, and died in a fhcrt tkne 
afterwards.* 

* This fa£l is attcftcd in thf civil hiftory of Spoiflf 
written by Bellando, and printed by exprefs penr.iilion 
oftlie Spr'-ifh court. It (hould be to be fcund in the 
library of the O rdelicrs at Paris, The r'rader rmj turn 
to page 306, part the fourih. I have now the copy bcfort 
mc. This perfidy of d* Aubanton, of a fpecies more com- 
mon than is gentndly imagined, is well known to more 
tkvi one of the Spanifli grandees, who confiup it* 
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Continualio&of the State of £ u r o p £. Ae^ 

geacy of dieDukeof OJtL£AN^and the 
Sfftem of the famous La vr^ 

NOTHING could be more affonifhing 
to the fcireral courts of Europe, than to* 
fee fomc tinfic after, in the years 1724 and 
1725, Philip V. and Charles VI. formerly fo 
embittered againft each other, ftridly united ; 
the- courfe of political affairs taking fo different 
7L turn from their natura> channel, that the Spa- 
ftifli miniftry dire6ted the court of Vienna for 
the fpace of a whole year. This court, whofe 
'intention had ever been to prevent the Spaniih 
branch of thehoufe of Bourbon, having accefs 
to Italy^ fufieicd itfelf to be fo for diverted from 
its former views, as to receive a fon of Philip V, 
'and of Elizabeth of Parma, his fecond wife, 
into riie very country, from which it had been 
hitherto defirous of excluding every Frenchman 
and Spaniard. The Empetx>r conferred on this 
youngeft fon of his competitor, the inveftiture 
't>P Parma, Placentta,- and the grand duchy of 
Tiifcaiiy ; and, notwithftanding there was no 
Tacamry ia tl|e fttcceffion to thofe eftates, Don 

Carlos 
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Carlos took pofleffion of them, with about flx 
thoufand Spaniards, and at the expence of 
about two hundred thoufand piftoles, which 
the court of Spain remitted to Vienna. 

This^ error in politics committed by the Em* 
peror,. was hot one of thofe which may. be 
called fortunate; on the contrary, it coft him 
very dear in the fequel. Every thing was 
firangely contradictory in this coalition; it 
was an union between two houfes at.mtUual 
emnity, who placed no confidence in each 
oiher. The Englilb) who had done every 
thing in their power to dethrone Philip V. 
and had taken from him Gibraltar and Mtiiorca, 
were the mediators of this treaty. Rippcrda^ 
a Dutchman, now become a duke, and .all- 
powerful in Spain, was the perfon who fignej 
it ; for which he was afterwards degraded, ^and 
retired to end his days in the kingdom of Mo- 
rocco ; where he attempted to eftablifli a new 
religion. 

In the mean time, the regency of the duke 
of Orleans, which his fecret enemies, ajjd the 
general diforderof the finances might naturally 
•have rendered the moft fa&ious and turbulent, 
had proved, on the contrary, themoft peaceable 
0nd happy. That habit of obedience, which the 
French nation had aiTumed under Loum XIV. 
was at once the fecurity of the regent, and of 

the 
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the public ti^quillity. The confptracy, pro- 
jeAed at a diftance by cardinal Alberoni, and 
badly conduced in France, was fupprelTed 
almoft as foon as formed* The parliament, 
which, in the minority of Louis XIV. had 
caufed a civil war about thedifpofal of a dozen 
places in the court of requefts, and had annulled 
the teftaments of Louis XIIL and Xi V, with 
lefs formality thaxi they would have done the 
. will of an obfcure individual, had hardly the 
liberty of making remonftrances when the no- 
minal value of the coin was raifed to thrice its 
former ftandard^ The folcmnity of their walk- 
ing from the Great-hall to the Louvre, afforded 
only matter of raillery to the people. The 
moft unjuft edict that ever was made, that 
of reftraining every inhabitant in the kingdom 
from keeping above five hundred livres in ready 
money by him at a time, excited not the leaft 
emotion. The total want of current fpecie 
for the ufe of the public j a whole people pref- 
ilng in crouds to an office, to receive the money 
neceflary to procure the conveniencies of life, 
in exchange for notes univerfally cried down, 
and yet univerfally diftributed j the preffing to 
death a number T)f citizens in the croud, and 
the exhibition of their dead bodies before the 
royal palace, produced not the leaft appearanco 
of fedition. In fhort, even the famous projetSl 

of 
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of L AW, which feemed calculated to ruin at 
©nee the regency and the ftate, was, in fed, 
the fupport both of one and the other j and^ 
that by confeq^uences which nobody had forc- 
fcen-^ 
The fpirit of cupidity which it excited among, 
perfona of all conditions, even from the very, 
loweft of the people up to magiftrates, bifhops 
and princes, diverted their minds from all at- 
tention to public good, or the political views of 
ambition -, by engroiSng them wholly with the 
fear of lofs arid the hope of gain. It was a new 
and extraordinary kind of playi in which the 
whole people were engaged one againft another. 
The gamefters were too eager to lay down their 
cards to oifturb the repofe of government. It 
even happened, by means of a delufton, the 
iprings of which are vifible only to the moff 
clear and experienced eyes, that this fcheme^ 
chimerical as it was, gave birth to real com- 
merce, and was the caufe of the revival of the 
Eaft-lndia company, which had been fct on 
foot by the celebrated Colbert, and ruined by 
tlie fucceeding wars. In a word, though a 
number of private fortunes were facrificed, the 
nation prcfcntly became more rich and com- 
mercial. This great projeS enlightened the 
mindsof the people, juft as a civil war improves 
their courage* 

II 
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It was an epidemical diftempee, tiiat fpread^ 
itfelf from Fmnce into Holland and England y 
aod is well deriving the attention of poiterity. 
It wa$ not the political interelb of two or 
lliree princes, that in thu cafe involved Whole 
kingdoms in coofiifion. It was the people 
ldiraifelyea»..who ran precipitately into a folly^. 
that enriched fojnany ^nilies at theexpence of 
•diersy whom it reduced to beggary. The 
Origki of this phrenzy^. preceded and' fcdlowed: 
by fo many others, was this, 
r A certain Scotchman^ named John Law, a 
Bian wha bad no other pro&ilion than that of 
a gamefter and calculator of chances, having 
been obliged to. fly his country (<x a murder,, 
bad long fince formed the plan of a company, 
tbfit: might, pay off the -debts of the ftate by 
%qX^ and xeio^burfe itfelf by its promts. XN'» 
ylaa wao very complicated ; but, confined withiil 
l^oper bounds, might have been made very ufe- 
ful. It was an imitation of the bank o^ £ng^ 
land and its Eaft-Jndia company. He pro^ 
pofed i^ eftabUfliihent firft to. Vidor Ama-^ 
deus, duke of Savoy, irfterwards^ king of Sar-» 
dinia ; who rejefted it, faying^ he was not 
powerful -enough to niin bitnfelf. He pro^ 
pofed it next to the comptroller-general des^ 
Marets y but diis wa» during an unfuccefsfuL 

war^ 
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war, when public credit, which wa9 the bafiJ 
of the fyftemy wasdeftroycd* 

At length, he found every circumflance fa* 
vorable under the regency of the duke of Or- 
leans i the French nation, liad a debt of two 
hundred millions to difcharg^; the peace bad 
left the government atleifure, and both prince, 
and people were fond of novelties. 

In 1716, he eftabljfhed a bank in his owif 
name,. which foon becoming general, he united' 
it with the Miffiffippi company ; from whofe. 
Qommetce, at that time, people w«re given to- 
expels great advantages. Seduced by the al<-: 
lurenums of gain,, the public bought up^the 
jpintitcck of the company and bank witbgreal 
avidity. 

Tbe wealth of the kingdom, which had been- 
long confined in private handty. in. diftruft of 
public credit, now circulated in great profufion $- 
the notes hence iiTued increafing that wealth in 
a double, a quadruple degree. France wa$ in 
fa£t enriched by credit -, while all ranks of 
people indulged themfelvcs in a luxury, which 
extended even to her neighbours, who took a 
part in this kind of commerce. 

The bank was declared royal in. 1718, and 
took upon it the management of the trade to 
Senegal. It acquired alfo the privileges of 
the old Eaft-India company, fpunded by the 



LOUIS XVr. ig. 

celebrated Colbert ; which had: fince come to 
decay, and given up its trade to the merchants 
of St. Malo. At length, it engroiled the far* 
ming of the national taxes* Every thing was 
now in the hands of the Scotchman, Law, and 
the finances of the whole kingdom depended oa 
a trading company. 

This company appeared indeed to be efta* 
blilhed on fuch vaft foundations,, that a. fhare: 
ia its flock rofe to above twenty times its ori- 
ginal value. The duke of Orleans undoubtedly 
committed a great fault in leaving the public 
thus to itfelf. It would have bcca eafy foe 
government td give a check to this phrenzy ; 
but the avarice of the courtiers, and the hopes 
of profiting by this diforder, prevented the put- 
ting aftop to it. The frequent rife and fall o£ 
the company's flocks, afforded an opportunity; 
for obfcure perfons tamake immenfe fortunes ;, 
many of them becoming in a. few months, 
richer than feveral princes. 

Even Law himfelf, deceived by his owa 
fcheme, and intoxicated with the public folly 
as well as his own, had fabricated fo many 
notes, that the chhnerical! value of the funds' 
in 1 7 19 exceedled, fourfcore times, the real 
value of the current coin of the kingdom. Even 
the government, at this time, paid all its an- 
nuitants in paper; 
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But the regent foon found himfelf incapable 
of managing fo immcnre and complicated a 
ihachine, the rapiJity of whofe motion bore it . 
away and rendered it abfolutely ungovernable. 
The late financiers, and the great bankers iti 
conjundlion, cxhauftcd the royal bank, by 
drawing on it for confiderablc fums. Every 
one wanted to convert hi3 notes into fpccic^ 
but the difproportion was enormous. Public 
credit dropt all at once ; the regent made an 
attempt to recover it by iflUing arrets, that 
cfFcftually crufhcd it. Nothing was offered 
in payment but paper ; fo that a real poverty 
bcgnn to fuccccj a profufion of imaginary 
riches. 

It was juil Qt this crifis the ofEcc of comp-> 
tioll^r-gcncrul of the finances was given to 
Law ; a crifis at which it was impoflible hs 
ihould fulfil the duties of it. This was ip tlia 
]^ear 1720; the xra of the ruin of all the pri- 
vate fortunes of individuals, and of the finances 
of the kingdom. 

In a ihort time after,, he was converted firom 
a Scotchman into a Frenchman, l>y naturali- 
sation i from a protcftant into a catholic i 
f/om n mere adventurer into a lord poiTeflcd of 
the fined laijded eftate in the kingjdom^and frooi. 
a b^uiker into.a miniflcr of (late. 

I Uw 
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I fsiw him tnyklf pafs through the galleries 

of the palace royal, followed by dykes and 

j>ecrs, marflials of France, and biihops of the 

GallicaA church. 

Diforder and confuilon "Were at the atmoft 
iieight. The parliament of Paris nude what 
oppofiticn it could to thefe innovations, and 
was baniihed to Poatoife. 

But Law himfelf, loaded with the public 
•execration, was the fame year obliged to fly 
the country be had attempted to enrich, and 
4iad entirely ruined. He went off in a poft- 
chaife that was lent him by the duke of Bourbon 
Conde, taking with him only about two thou- 
iand pounds fterling, alu^ofl the whole that 
remained of his tranfitory opulence. 

The libels of thofe times accufe the regent 
of having engrofled all the money of the kingr 
^om, to ferve the purp^fes of his ambition ; 
though it is certain )ie died above feven mil- 
lions of livres in debt. 

L9^ was accufed of having fent the French 
fpecie out of the kingdom, for his own emo* 
lument; yet it is certain that he lived fome- 
time in London on the liberality of the mar- 
^uii de Laflay, and died at Venice in a ftate 
little removed from indigence, .1 faw his. wi- 
4ow at Brufiels as much reduced and humbled, 
M ibc had formerly been proud and haughty 

at 
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-at Paris. Sqch inftances of reverfe of fortune 
arc not the Icaft ufeful objcfts in hiftory. 

During thefe tranfaftions the plague had 
committed great ragagcs in ftovence. The 
^nation -viras^at wat with Spain. Britsny was 
•on the point of rebellion. Cohrpiracies were 
formed againft the regent; notwithftanding 
all which, he carried every point he aimed at, 
^itk hardly any trouble, both at home and 
'"abroad. The kingdom was in fuch a ft^te of 
xonfufion, that every thing was to be dreiidcdj 
and yet this was the reign of pleafure sind 
Juxury. 

ft was neceflary, after the failure of Law^ 
projcA to reform the ftate ; to this end, an ac- 
count was taken of the fituation of the private 
fortunes of individuals ; an enterprise not lefs 
-extraordinary than the projeft irfclf. This 
was indeed the greateft and moft difficult at- 
chievement in the finances, as well as of public 
juftice, that was ever attempted in any nation. 
It was begun toward the end of the year 1721 i 
being planned and conducted by four brothers*, 
who had never before had any thing to do in 
public affairs ; but whofe genius and appli- 
cation deferved to be trufted with the fortune 
of the nation. 

They begun their great undertaking, by 
rflabiiibing a fufficient number of offices for 

Xfcft 
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4Khc mafters of requefts and other judges ;^ thejr 
-then laid down a clear and precifc method 
ifor diffipadng the chaos of confufion before 
^hem. Five hundred eleven thoufand and nme 
perfons, moft of them fathers of families, 
tbiought their, whole fortunes in paper to this 
.tribunal. All thefe numerous debts were K- 
quidated at the ^fum of- near fixteen hundred 
•and tbirty*one millions in fpecie, with the 
"■-payment of which the government charged it- 
/elf. Thus ended this aftonifhmg game of 
chance, in which an unknown foreigner had 
engaged a whole nation ♦* 
. After the demolition of this vaft 'edifice, 
swhich'Law had fo daringly ere£led, and which 
«cru(hed its architect in its (all; there remained 
fiowever among its ruins the Eaft-India com* 

* The authors of the hiftory of the regency, and of 
Ihe life of the duke of Orleans, talk of this great affair 
)uft as ignorant]/ as &ey do of all ofhers« They (ay 
M: de la Houflaie, comptroller-general, was chamberlain 
to ^ duke of Orleans. Again, they miftake an obfcure 
vniter, -named JLa Jonchere, for La Jon-here, treafurcr 
at war. Such are the books fabricated in Holland ! 
You may find in the continuation of Bouffet^s univerfal 
hltfory, printed in 1738 at Amfterdam, that the duke of 
Bourbon-Cond^, Hrk miiiifter to the duke of Orleans, 
built thc«caftle of Chantilly, with the profits he made by 
the Milfiflippi funds. You will find there alfo, that 
Law had twenty millions in the bank of England. ' {ufit 
fa msujy- lies as lines / 
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paay, which became, for fome titne^ a rival ti 

thofi^ of London and Aiiffterdain« 

The madnefs of gaining in the ftocks^ which 
liad feizcd the Freiich^ laid bold alfo of the 
Dutch and EngliOi. Thofe who had obfenred 
the methods, by which fo many private petfoas 
in France had rapidly raifed immenfe fortuncsi 
x>a the c^ed^llity and, ruin of the public, carried 
to Amfierdam, Rotterdam, and to Lrondon,tbe 
fame artifice, and the fame phreiizy. It is 
with a(ftoniihment we ftill fpeak of tlioft mai 
times and the political plague attending themk 
And yet this, after. all, was trifl,ing in comr 
parifon of the civil and the religious wars, 
which had, for fo many years, made a fceae 
of blood in Europe ; or indeed of tboTenatioiial, 
i>r rather princely^, wars, which have defolate4 
fo many countries. 

There were not wanting a number of fliarperf 
at Rotterdam and London, to make dupes of 
the public. Companies were formed and ima- 
ginary commerce ftruck out» Amft^dan^ 
indeed, was foon undeceived. RoCtetdam wm^ 
for {bme time, hurt ; but London was totally 
undone in the year 1 720 *. 

* IlTK xW inthnr nmlrrii lifr nf 1 lififiilf rlf 1 n^iftia 
not unufuftl with himt but whic^ ibnietiiiMs leads km 
aiide from ftrift trutk i in hB, many of the prwciptl 
dtixcnt of Loadvk fuficred, but aot a tenth part wcft 
mined. 

From 
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From this phrenzy which {>fevatled In France 
and England followed a prodigious number 
of bankruptcies, frauds^ robbecies, public and 
•private; with every kmd of depravation 4{ 
manners, the nsctujral refvlt of unlimiMl 
-avarice. 



CHAP. III. 

,The Adroiniftratioos of the Cardinals D.ir* 
: B o I s, and F L.E u r. y ; with the Abdication 

of VXCTQR AMADEUS. 

WE muft not pafs over in filence the 
miniftry of cardinal Dubois. He was 
the fon of an apothecary of Brive-la-^gaillard, 
in the province of Limofin. He fet out iii 
life with being tutor to the duke of Orleans ; 
141 .which capacity, by adminiflring to the 
pleafure&of his pupil, he gained his confidence. 
. A: fmall fliare of wit, a ftrong turn for de- 
bauchery, ^^eat pliability, and ^ above all, a 
tafte like Ws-matftct^s for fmgularity , contributed 
to raife him an immenfe fortune. Had this 
cardinal 4>rlme«-minifter been a man of rc- 
-jQpe^ble durafter^ this vaft fortune would 
have excited the public indignatipiii but He 
C was 
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was an. object only of ridicule and contempt. 
The duke of Orleans diverted himfelf with his 
prime-minifter, after the manner of that pope 
who made his bufToon^a cardinal. All was mirth 
and pleafantry during the regency of the duke 
of Orleans. The fame fpirit prevailed as in the 
time of the league (the civil war excepted); 
it was the true fpirit of the nation, which the 
regent revived after the deep gloom of the laft 
years of Louis XI V. 

Cardinal Dubois * iinifhed his career in a 
courfe of debaucheries. On his death-bed, he 
thought of an expedient to prevent his being 
fatigued with religious ceremonies ; on which 
it was well known he fet but little value. He 
pretended there was a particular ceremonial 

* The regent made cardinal Dubois pnme-mlnifter in 

The compiler of Maintenon^t memoirs tells us, that 
Loais XIV. having given a finall benefice in 169s, to 
fSbM abbe Dubois, then an obfctire peribn, (hid of him 
that, ** though he loved women, he formed no con- 
'< oexiont i that though he tippled, he never got drunk { 
** and though he gamed, he never loft hit money.** 
Mighty pretty reafons thefe for giving him a benefice! 
But where did this compiler come by this ftory f Who 
but himielf would make Louis XIV. talk in fuch a man- 
Bdp f Did that monarch ever (et eyes on Dubois in his 
life ?——Befidef the abb^ Dubois was neither a tippler, 
nor a gamefter, 

with 
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with regard to cardinals j who^ did not receive 
tliefacrament and extreme unAion in the fame 
manner as ordinary penitent^. The curate of 
Vcrfailles accordingly left him, in order to in- 
form himfelf of the mode of thrs ceremoAial, 
end in the mean time Dubois died» We 
laughed at his death, as we did at his admi- 
niftration : — fuch was the charafter of the 
nation. 

At tliis time the duke of Orleans 
took on himfelf the title of prime- X723, 
mini(ler*9 becaufethe king, being now 
out of his minority, the regency was at an e»d ; 
but fee prcfenily after followed his friend the 
cardii:^!. The charaSer of this prince, how- 
ever, was irreproachaible, except for his extra- 
vagant thirft after novelty ^nd pleafure. 

Of all the defcendants of Henry IV. I^hih'p 
-of Orleans refembled him moft; poffefied 
of courage, gooj-nature, affability, fpright- 
linefs, franknefs, and eaib^ with an tinder^ 
ftanding highly cultivated. His countenance, 
though incomparably more pleafing, bore a 
ftrong refemblance n^verthelefs to that of 
Henry IV. He took a fancy fometimes to put 
on a rufF, and then he was the handfome like^ 
nefs of Henry* 

The duke of Bourbon-Conde fucceeded 

immediatdy to the miniftry \ the only court- 

C 2 intrigue 
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intrigue he pat in praitict, being that of havij^ 
the patent drawn up without delay, and gettiftg 
the king to fign it, the moment he was in- 
ibrmed of the duke of Orleans' death. But 
Jt was always the fate of the Condes to gire 
.place to priefts. Henry dc Conde was born€ 
down by cardinal de Richelieu, the great Conde 
was impri foiled by cardinal Ma^arm, and the 
duke of Bourbon was baniflied by cardinal de 
Flcury. '^ 

If there ever was a happy man upon earth 
it was certainly cardinal dc Hcury. Till he 
^arrived at the age of fcventy-three, he was 
-clleemcd a man of a moft amiable and fociai 
difpofition; and when at that advanced period 
-«f life, at which fo many old men retire from 
the world, he took upon him the care* of go- 
vernment, he was equally refpe^ied as the moft 
fagacious and prudent. From 1726 to 174^9 
every tiling profpered with him } ftill prefer* 
ving, toalmoft ninetyyears of age, a clear head, 
.and an unimpaired capacity forbufinefa. 

When one rcfleAs' that out of a thouland 
•contemporaries hardly one arrives at* this age, 
one muft confefs the deftiny of cardinal de 
'Fleury to have been very fingfular. But tfao' 
the Angularity of his elevation be remarkable^ 
'in coming ib Isrte in life, its long nnintemipted 
duration, with the moderalfon of hi* temper^ 
' -- and 
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aid- the urbanity of* his manners, rendered 
it no lefs fo» 

The* riches and magnificence, of cardinal 
d'Amfaoifc, who afpired to the popedom, are 
ivell known ; as- well as the-arrogant (implicity 
of Ximenes, who raifed armies at his own ex* 
pence, and, drefTed in the habit of a Monk^ 
boafted rhat.he led about the grandees of Sparix 
by his hempen girdle. The royal, pomp of 
Richelieu, and the prodigious wealth accu- 
mulated by Mazarin, are well knawn. It re-» 
mained for cardinal dc. lleury to be diftin* 
guifhed by modefty ; by a conftant and inva- 
cable rule of ccconomy and fimplicity,. A 
want of. dignity was. the only defc£l in his elm* 
xp£ttrf a. defed;tbat:fprung from. his virtues, 
which were candour, equanimity, and the lovQ 
of. peace. »id . regularit3r* He gave the wjorki a 
proof: that, mild and conciliating fpirits aro 
fiarmed to govern the reft, 

Hchadiisfoonas.poffible gQtrid.of his: bi* 
ibopric of ITrejus; after having, by his cecoflk 
Bomy, cleared it of its debts, and had. done /a 
great deid of good, by his. peaceable difpoiitipn^ 
Thefeweis thetwo diftinguifhing parts of his 
obara61en, .Thereafon hegave tohisdiocefant. 
tor giving up his paftaral charge, was, that his 
ilLftate of health, prevented, his paying due at- 
tention to the care of his flock.. He hs^d.hcen. 
C 3 fortunate 
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fortunate enough, however, never to labour 
under any illnefs. 

The fee of Frejus,. ly'mg in a difagrceable 
country, at a diftance from court, had always 
difpleafed him. He ufed to £ay, that the mo- 
ment he faw bis wife, he was difgufted at his 
marriage ; and fubfcribes a letter of pleafantry 
to cardinal Quirini^ Fleuryj by the ,divim itt'^ . 
dignatiotiy bifl}Op of Frejus^ 

He refigned his bifhopric abc^t the beginning 
of the year 17 1 5. Marihal dc Villeroy, after 
many folicitations, prevailed upon Louis XIV. 
to appoint the bilhop of Frcjus preceptor to 
bis grardfon, in the codicil of his will. The 
new preceptor expreffes himfelf nevcrthelefs, 
in a lettar tacardiaai Quirini, in the following 

^^ \ have more than once regretted thewant 
•• of the folitude of Frejus. On my arrival 
«« here, I heard the king was at the point of 
•< death, and that he had done me the honour 
# to appoint me preceptor to his grandfon. 
^ llad his majefty been in a fituation to have 
** given me audience, I 0xould have entreated 
•« him to fpare me the weight of a butthen 
«* I tremble to bear. But after his death I 
<< could not be heard : I am weary of it, and 
<< find no confolation for (be bfs of my U« 
•••bcrty.* 

He 
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He found comfort* in forming the mind of 
his royal pupil infenfibly for bufmefs, and the. 
dutks of his elevated ilation ; preierving, amidft 
all the agitations of the court during the mi«- 
noricy, the good-will of the regent, and the 
efteem of the public. He fought no occafion 
to difplay his confequence -, made no com- 
plaints of others ; laid himfelf open to na > 
refufals, nor entered into any of their intrigues. 
But while he fecretly informed himfelf, as well . 
•f the internal adminiflration of the kingdom 
as its foreign politics, he gave rife, by his cir- 
cumfpefSl: condud and amiable temper, to an 
univerfal wifli among the people to fee him at : 
the head of affairs. This was the fecond pre- j 
ceptor that governed France, although be coj\-> . 
tented himfelf with being abfolute, without 
aifuming the title of prime-minifter. 

His whole miniftry was lefs oppofed and lefs 
envied than thofe of Richelieu and Mazarin^ 
even in themoft peaceable times of their admi- . 
niftration. His promotion made no mannof, 
of change jn his behaviour. It was indeed 
aftoniihiftg to fee the firft minifter the moffc 
amiable and difinterefted perfon about the ^ 
court. The welfare of the. nation had long 
fince required his fpirit of peace and mode-: 
ration ; it depended on thofe pacific meafures 
^he naturally approved; fo that the- foreiga 
C 4 • miniftera 
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niinifters' were firmly perfuaded no rupture 
would happen in his titne« 
: He quietly, left the kingdom to repair- iu 
fermer lofi^, and enrich itfelf by an immenfc 
trade» without making any innovations ; treat- 
ing the ftate like a itrong and robuft body,, 
which recovers by. the ftrength of its own 
conftitutiom *. 

Political affairs returned infenfibly to their 
nktural channel. Happily for Europe, the firil 
minifter in England, Robert Walpole, was of 
7tr \)k» peaceable charaiSler; and contributed 
with b m to maintain that repofe, which almoft 
ail Europe enjoyed from the peace of Utrecht 
to the year 1733 i— a repofe that was difturbed 
but once by the tranfitory hoftilitics of the 
ylariyiSi^ This, was an happy intorval for 
all the European nations |; who, cultivatii^. 
tltsand^commerce with emulation, foonfoi]^ 
aUubeir paft calamities* 

Dur ingtbis* interval, there arofe twopowen;,, 
UBknown iniEurope before the prefent century^ 

^ Id ibmt foreign booksy I find cardinal de Flew^ 
tMiUkcn for' abl « Fleury, author of the Hiftory of the 
Churchi ;.nd of thofe excellent fermonfly which (b far 
rur)>ajli tlt£t hiiloryx This abb^ Fleury' wat confetfbr td 
Louit XV. But he lived' at court* nnknown, wjA- itt- 
oblcurity. lie wat poflefTcd of nadTt madcft]r }• the 
otiber Fkury hod the mcdclly of arfluUid ftaUAnaa. 
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The iirft was that of Ruflia^ which hadjuft 
emerged from barbarifm under Peter the greats. 
This power confifted only, before his time, q£; 
immenfe de(arts, and of a people witnout laws^ 
without difcipline, and without knowledge, 
like the Tarurs. It was indeed fo little known, 
to France,, that when Louis. XJLV. receiveck 
the Mufcovite ambaflador, in the year. 16689.. 
that event waa celebrated by the publication, 
of ^ medal,, lathe fame manpci: aswas^thatoC 
the embafly of the Siamefe«. 

This new. empire hegaa to have an infliienccL 
Offer, all. political, affair^, and evemta give.laws 
to the North,, after having humbliad the powec 
of. Sweden*. 

The fecandtpowec,,ellabli{hed by thefoFce> 
Q£art,on Iefs;extenfiye foundations,, was,, that 
of Poiffi^ ;; whctfe forcea had;been> long pre- 
BAIWg, but had not yet beeik difplayed. 

Tbehoufe of Auttriawag nearly in. the fame* 
fixation, asi that iawhich the peace of. Utrechti 
had left it.. England, prefenved itS4 power atf 
ffai.whije Holland, had fufFercd hers to go to ' 
decline. The latter, powerful only by the 
kfr. indullr.y of other, nationc, fell to decay,' 
hocaufe her neighbours carried on that trade 
tiittxifelves of which, (he had been miftrefs^ 
Sweden* was 104^ languishing ftate. Denmark 
flnnihed;^ aad* Sfmkii and* Portu^ Cab&Sb^^ 

C 5 ^XL. 
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on'their returns from America,. Italy, always 
weak, was divided into as many different ftaces 
as it had been at the beginning of the century^ 
excepting Mantua, become no%v the patrimony 
of Auftria. 

Savoy exhibited at this time a remarkable 
example to the world, and an intercfting leilbn 
to fovereigns. ViAor Amadeus, king of Sar- 
dinia and duke of Savoy, the fame who bad= 
been fometimes- the ally, and* at others, the 
enemy of France and of Auftria ; and wbofc- 
inconflancy bad pafTed for policy, tired of 
buflnefs and of himfelf, in the year 1730, at 
the age of flxty-four, capriciouily abdicated" 
his crown, though the firft of his family that 
bad worn it', of which abdication he as capri* 
cioufly repented a year afterwacds. The fo- 
ciety of a miftrefs, now become his wife, de- 
votion and idlenefs could not fatisfy a mind 
that had been for fifty years, pafl engaged in 
the affairs of Europe. He difplayed fully the- 
weaknefa of human nature, and how difficult 
it is to gratify the heart either with or without 
a throne. 

No lefs than four fovereigns have in this age 
abdicated their thrones; Chriflina, Cafimir, 
Ph.l.p V. and Viftor AmadcMs. Philip V. 
refumcd the government againft his indi- 
n^ition, Caiimi^ never thought of it. Chri«». 
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ftina was inclined to it for fome time> on ac- 
count of fome affront (he bad fuffered at Rome. 
Amadeus alone took a refolution to remount 
by force, that throne which his difquiet had 
occafioned him to quit. The confequence of 
this refolution and attempt is well known. His 
fon, Charles-Emanuel, would have acquired a 
glory far above that of kings, ki reftoring to * 
his father the crown he received at his hands, 
\f it had been his requeft alone, and if the cir« 
cumftances of the time^ had permitted ; but 
it was faid that an ambitious miftrefs was de- 
firous of reigning 5 fo that, to prevent the fatal 
confequcnces, the whole council were com- 
pelled to catrfe the very man to be arretted 
who had been their fovereign. He died foon 
after in prifon. It is falfe, that the court of 
France would have fent twenty thoufand men, 
to protect the father againtt the fon, as was 
reported in the memoirs of thofe timtfjB. Nei- 
dier the abdication of this king, his attempt 
to regain the fceptre^ his imprifonment, nor 
his death, caufed the leait emotion in the 
neiglibouring nations. It was a> terrible event 
attended with no confequcnces^ A. general 
peace prevailed .even from Rjuilia to Sp^in, 
when the death of Auguttus II. king of Po» 
Izpdif e\c6koT of Saxony, replunged Europe in 
thofe diflentions and misfortunes from which. It 
^j« feUcm exempted. 
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ettAP. IV. 

Stanislaus Lkskihski-, twice Kingof 
Poland, and dethroned. — The War 6t 

* 

1734^ and the Re-union of Loarain to 
Francs. 

KING Staniflaus, brother-in-law to 
Louis XV. nominated to the throno 
of Poland in 17049 was chofen king in 17331 
in the moft legal and folemn manner. The 
emperor Charles VI. however, affiiied by the 
Ruffians, caufed. the Poles to proceed to a new 
eleAion. The fbn of the late king of Polandi 
eledlor of Saxony, who had married a niece of 
Charles VI. carried the election againft bit 
opponent. Thus the houfe of Auilria, which 
wanted the power to keep Spain and the Weft« 
Indies, and even toeftablilha trading company 
at Oflend, had the credit of depnviug the bfD» 
ther-in-law of Louis XV. of the crown of 
Poland ; a circumftance fimilar to wb«t had 
happened to the prince de Conti, who was im 
like manner folcmnly elected ; but, huring« 
neither money nor troopt^ and being better 
itcommended than* fupporledi wae eompelM 
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to abandon tli& throne to which he bad been 
invited* 

King Staniflau9 went to Dantzick, in order 
to fupport his elei^ion. But -the majority 
which had chofen him^ prefemly yielded to the 
minority that oppofed him. This country, in 
which the people are flaves; in which the 
nobility, meanly fell their votes ; in which there 
is no money in the public treafury to fupport 
an army ;• Jn which the laws are without force^ 
and in: which liberty only produces divifions ;. 
this country^ 1 fay, vainly boads a warlike 
nobility, who can bring an hundred thoufand 
Cavalry into the field. 

The numerous body of them, that appeared 
in favour of Staniflaus, vanifhed at the fight 
•f ten thQu£uid Ruffians. The whole Polifh 
nation, which had, an age before^ looked upon 
the Ruffians with contempt^ were now inti- 
vidated- and direded by them. The empire 
of Ruffia was become fonnidaUe fince it had 
been new modelled by Peter the great. Ten 
tbouiand difciplined Ruffian. Haves difperfed ali 
the nobility of Poland ; while king Suniflaus, 
ibut op in the city of Dantauck, was befieged 
^y an army, of the £uDe nation. 

The emperor of Germany, in- alliance with 
die Ruffiansy. was confident of fuccefs. To 
Jiave madf tfar k^Hum ^V*^ F^ ^fK* ihould 
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have tranfported a numerons army by fea, to 
the fupport of Staniflaus *, but England would 
not have filently looked on, had fhe made fuch 
preparations. Cardinal de Fleury, who then 
managed the Englifliy fought to avoid botb the 
difgrace of entirely abandoning king StasMflaue, 
and the hazard of fending a great bpdy of 
troops to hrs relief* He fent bim, thcreforr, 

little fquadron of tranfports^ with about 
fifteen hundred men under the commaad of a 
brigadier. This officer could not conceive bis 
commiflioii ferious ; but thinkings when he 
approached Dantzick that he iboiiid only make 
a fruitlefs facrifice of his foMiers, retunwd and 
put into Denmark. Count de Plelo, the French 
ambaffiador at Copenhagen, looked with indig- 
nation upon this retreat, which he confidered 
as humiliating to his nation. He was a young 
man, who, with the fludy of philofophy, and 
the belles-lettres, had united heroic femiments 
worthy of a better fortune. 

He refolved to fuccour Dantzick with thb 
little troop, or perifh in the attempt. Before 
he embarked, he wrote a letter to one of the 
fecrctarics offtatej which ended thus : **Iam 
«< certain I fhall never return : I recommend 
** to you my wife and children." 

He arrived in the road of Dantzick, difem- 
tiirked and attacked the RuiEaa army; m 
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which eiitcrprize he fell, as he had forefeet. 
His letter arrived with the news of his death. 

Dantzick was taken, and the French am- 
baflador at the court of Poland made prifoncr 
of war, notwithftanding the privileges of his^ 
character. Even king Staniflau* faw a price 
ftt on his own head by count Munich, the- 
Ruffian general, in the city of Dantzick; ia 
z free country, in* his native land, in the midft 
of a nation who had elefted him to the throne 
under all the forms of legal folemnity. He was 
obliged to difguife himfelf ia the habit of a 
failor, and efcapevf with great difficulty and' 
danger from the hands of the enemy* 

It is remarkable that this fame count Mu- 
nich, who fo crufeUy perfecutcd Staniflaus, was 
fometime after baniflied to Siberia,, where he 
refided twenty years in extreme indigence, to»' 
mAe his appearance at. court afterwards with 
the greater eclat.-^ Such are the viciffitudcs of 
human greatnefs ! 

With regard to. the fifteen hundred French* 
men, who had been fo imprudently fentagainff 
an army of Ruffians, they made an honourable 
capitulation : But a Ruffian fhip being foon 
after taken by ^ French man of war,, they were 
fent to Peterfburgh and detained prifoners.. 

They might reafonably expedl to be treated 
with inhupianity, among a people who had 

beea 
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bcenlooked upon as barbarians no longer ago than 
the beginning of the prcfent century. But the 
cmprefs Anne was then upon the throne ; wha 
treated the officers as if they had been fo many 
aflibafiadoEs, and ordered clothes and refrefii* 
mcnts to be given to the foldiers. Thisge. 
nerofity, unlcnawn till then, was at once the 
effe6^ of that prodigious change which the 
Czar Peter had brought about in the Ruffian 
court, and a kind of noble refentinent, which 
that court thought fit to ihew of thofe di(ad« 
vantageous ides, which nations, from ancient 
prejudices, ftill entertained of the Ruffians* 

The French government would have en^- 
tircly forfeited the reputation neceflary to the 
fupport of its own dignity, had it failed to have 
refented the outrage it had thus fuffercd iiw 
Poland. But the exertion of this refentmrnt 
would have been nothing, if not of public 
fcrvice. The diftance would, not permit o£ 
its being directed againft the ^dufcoyites ; andL 
policy dirtclcd it to fall on the emperor. It 
was indeed very cfle^ually exerted in Gcnnao]^ 
and Italy, where the powers of France joinccL 
with thofe of Spain and Sardinia. Thefe three 
potentates had their feveral imercfts ; all con* 
curring, however, to the fame point, — the 
weakening of the houfe of Auftria* 

The 
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The dukes of Savoy had, for a long time, 
been gradually extending tlicir dominions; 
fometimei by affording fuccours to the em- 
perors, and at. others, by. declanng againft 
them. King Charles-Emanuel had entertained, 
hopes of getting the Milanefe ; which wa« 
promifed him by the minifiers of Verfaillcd 
and Madrid* 

Philip the fifth of 3pain, or rather His queen, 
Elizabeth of Parma, defired alfo a more con- 
(iderable fettlement for her children than that 
of Parma and Placentia. As to the king of 
France, be- bad no other vkw than his own 
glory, the humiliation of bis enemies, and the 
facce&of hirallies* I 

It was not at that time forefeen diat Lorrain^ 
would; be (be prize of that war. Mankind id. 
gieneral are rather diredtd by events, than 
events direfted by tbem^ Never was there a 
treaty more expeditioufly. coijcluded. than that 
whicb' united thefe three potentates, 

]£ngland and Holland, long accuftomed. to, 
declare for Auftria againft France, abandoned 
her on tihis- occafion. This waff the efFe*^ of 
that reputation for equity and moderation 
which the French court had at that time ac- 
qilired. 

An opinion of its pacific and dirmterefted. 
views, quieted its natural enemies, even while 

it 
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it was in the midft of a war; and nothing did 
greater honour to the French miniftry, than 
its retaining fuch a degree of credit,- as to per- 
fiiade thofe powers, that France might carry 
on a war againft the Emperor without eadan* 
gering the liberty of Europe. — All other po- 
tentates looked with unconcern on the rapid 
fuccefs of the French arms; — A French army 
were mafters of the field upon the Rhine ; and 
the combined troops of France, Spain, and 
Savoy, were mafters of Italy, where marfbal 
Villars, who had been declared generaliffimo 
of the French, Spanifh and Piedmontefe troops 
ended his glorious career at the age of eighty* 
four, foon after he had taken Milan. — Maiiba! 
Coigni, his fucccflbr, gained two battles, while 
the duke of Montemar, the &paniih genera}, 
obtained a vidory in the kingdom of Naple9, 
at the town of Bytonto, from which he took 
a new fimame. — Don Carlos, who had been 
acknowledged hereditary prince of Tulcany, 
was prefcntly made king of Naples and Sicily. 
— Thus the Emperor loft almoft every thing 
he had in Italy, for having given a king to 
Poland, and a fon of the king of Spain, in two 
campaigns, acquired the kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies, which had fo often been taken and 
ictakenj and which the houfe of Auftria had, 

for 
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for more than two centuries, made tbeconftanC 
obje^ of her pretenfionSk 

This war in Italy is the only one that ter- 
minated with any real fwdcefs to the French, 
fince the time of Charlemaigne. The reafon 
of it was, they adled in conjundion with the 
guardian of the Alps, who was become a moft 
powerful prince gf thofe countries. They 
were befides affiftcd by the bcft troops belonging 
to the crown of Spain, and their armies were 
always plentifully fupplied with provifion. 

The Emperor thought himfelf happy to re^ 
ceive thofe conditions of peace which the con • 
querors were now pleafed to grant him. Car- 
dinal Fleury, the French minifter, whofe po- 
licy had prevented England and Holland from 
taking part In this war, had alfo the addrefs 
to conclude an advantageous peace, wlthoui 
their Intervention. 

By this peace, don Carlos was acknowledged 
king of Naples and Sicily. Europe b^ing al- 
ready accuftomed to fee kingdoms made the 
objed of gift and exchange, — to the Emperor's 
fon-in-law, Francis, duke of Lorrainj^ was 
affigned the inheritance of the houfe of Me-^ 
dicis, which had been before granted to don 
Carlos. '^ 

On this occaifion,, the hft grand duke, of 
Tufcany, being ncaj: Ws end, aflced if th^ 
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would not give him a third heir, and what 
other new child the Empire and France in- 
tended to beget him : Not that the grand 
d\itchy of Tufcany confidcred itfelfas a fief 
^f the empire, but the emperor looked upon 
it as foch, as well as Parma and Placentia, 
which had been always re-claimed by the holy 
fee, and for which the laft duke of Parma bad' 
aiSlually done homage to the pope: — So vary 
the rights of princes with the times ! By this 
peace al(b, thedutchy of Parma and Placsntia, 
which of birthright belonged to don Carlos, 
fon of Philip the fifch, and a priiicefs of Parma, 
were granted in full property to the emperor 
Charles VL The king of Sardinia, duke of 
Savoy, who had fixed his eye on the Milanei^^ 
to which his family, aggrandized by degrees^ 
Kad fome old pretenftons, obtained only tHo(c 
fmall parts of it, the Noirarefe, the Tortonefe» 
and the fiefs of Langes. His pretenfions to the 
Milanefe were founded on his defcent fh>m a 
daughter to Philip the fecond, king of Spain. 
—France had alfo her ancient pretenfions de«t 
rived from Louis the twelfth, the natural heir 
to this dutchy. — Philip the fifth Kad likewife hir 
claims founded on the infeoiFments renewed ta 
four kings of Spain, his predeceflbrs. All' 
thefe pretenfions, however, gave way to con« 
venicnce and the public good. The Emperor 

kept 
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ici^pt poffeffion of the Milancfe, that not being 
a .fief^ of which like others he ought always to 
beftow an inveftiture. This was originally 
the kingdom of Looibardy, aftiffrwards-annexod 
to the empire ; it at length became a fief under 
its vifcounts, and is at prefent a (late belonging 
to the emperor. — A Hate difmembered indeed, 
but which, in conjunSion with Tufcany and 
Mantua, render the imperial family flill very 
. powerful in Italy. 

By this treaty, king Staniflaus renounced 
the throne of Poland, which he twice afccnded 
without being able to maintain it. He re* 
taincd indeed th& title of royalty, but wanted 
another kind of indemnification, ^nd that for 
the fake of France more than for himfelf.-^ 
Cardinal.de fleury contented himfelf at firft 
with the dutchy of JBarr, which the duke of 
Xrorrainwas to yield to Staniflaus with the 
reverium to the crown of France j although 
Lorxain was not to be ceded till the duke, was 
put in pofleffiofi. of Tufcany. T^s was fub'^ 
Jewing the ceffion of Lorrain to mauy acci- 
dents, and profiting very little by the mcrt 
Jtgnal fuccefs) and favourable conjundlures. 
Chauveiin,.keepervo£tbe feals, encouraged car- 
cUnal deFkury to make a better ;ufe of ins 
•pporttuHty : .Jhe accordicigly idemanded Lor- 
cain'On dteiiiime oondxtions as the dutdby of 

Barr, 
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Barr, and obtained it. It coft him only fomt 
ready money, and a pcnfion of three millions 
five hundred thoufand livres to duke Francis, 
'till fuch time as Tufcany fhould devolve to 
him. 

Thus was Lorrain irrevocably re-united to 
the crown ; a re-union which had been often 
attempted in vain. By this event, a Polifh king 
was tranfplanted into Lorrain, and that pro- 
vince was rendered happy in becoming, for the 
laft time, the refidcnce of a fovereign prince. 
The reigning houfe of the princes of Lorrain, 
was now inverted with the fupreme power in 
Tufcany. And the fecond Ion of the king of 
Spain was raifed to the throne of the Two 
Sicilies. The motto on the medal of Trajan, 
Regna ajftgnata^ Kingdoms given away^ was in« 
deed very applicable to this period. 

A profound peace prevailed among the Chri- 
ftian potentates, if we except the growing dif- 
putes between Spain and England concerning 
the trade of America. The court of France 
continued to be regarded as the arbitrator of 
Europe. 

The emperor, about this time, declared war 
againft the Turks, without confulting the 
empire : in this war he was unfortunate ; but 
was extricated from it by the mediation of 
Lfouis XV. la 1739) M« de Villeneuve, the 
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French ambaffador at the Ottoman Porte, 

went into Hungary, to conclude with the 

, Grand Vizir that peace, of which the emperor 

flood fo much in need. 

About the fame time, the French quieted the 
Genoefe, who were on the point of a civil war : 
they likewife appeafed the Corficans who had 
thrown off the Genoefe yoke. The fame mi- 
niftry alfo put a flop to a civil war which had 
begun within the walls of Geneva. 

But, above all, the king interpofed his good 
offices between Spain and England, who had 
commenced a maritime war, which was likely 
to be more ruinous to both nations, than the 
rights for which they difputed could be advan- 
tageous to cither. The fame court had alfo 
employed its mediation in 1735, between Spain 
and Portugal : in fhort, none of the neigh- 
bouring nations had reafon to complain of 
France, whom they confidered as their me« 
-diatrix, and common mother. This glory and 
happinefs were of ihort duration* 
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C H A P. V. 

The' Death of the Emperor Charles VI. 
The Succeflion of the Houfe of Austria 
difputed by four Potentates. The Queen of 
Hungary acknowledged in her Father's 
Dominions. Sil£Sia takcii by the King 
of Prussia. 

THE emperor Charles VI. died in the 
month of Odober J74O9 in the fifty* 
fifth year of his age. If the death of Au« 
guftus II. king of Poland had occafioned fucb 
.great commotions, that oT Charles VI, th: 
iaft prince of the houfe of Auftria, could not 
fail of producing many other revolutions. It 
•Teemed neceifary to divide the hereditary do- 
iminions of that houfc» which coAiifticd of Hua* 
gary and Bohemia, boUi el^o^al ki^gjiom^ 
but rendered hereditary by the Auftrian princes* 
They confifted of Auftrian Suabia, called Ao« 
terior Auftria; Higher and Lower Auftria, 
conquered in the 13th century; Stiria, Ca- 
rinthia, Carniole, Flanders, Burgaw« the four 
Forcft Towns, Brifgau, Frioul, Triol, the 
Milanelc^ Mantua^ and the dutcby of PaniuL 

In 
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In regard to Naples aod Sicily, chofe two king- 
doms were already in the hands of Don Carlos, 
fon of Philip V. king of Spain. 

Maria Therefa, the eldeft daughter of 
Charles VL founded her pretenfions to her 
father's dominions, on the right of nature, on 
a pragmatic fandiion, which had confirmed 
that right, and on the guarantee of almoft all 
the powers of £urope. Charles Albert, elector 
of Bavaria, claimed the fucccflionon theftrength 
of a will made by Ferdinand I. brother of 
Charles V. 

Auguftus III. king of Poland, and elector 
of Saxony, alleged a more recent pretenfion, 
pleading the claim of his wife, as eldeft daugh- 
ter of Jofeph, the elder brother of Charles VI. 
The king of Spain founded his right to all 
the poflellioiis of the Auftrian family, on his 
being defcended from the confort of Philip II. 
daughter of the emperor Maximilian II. 

Lewis XV. might alfo have laid claim to 
the fucceflion, with as great a right as any of 
them, as he was defcended in a dire£l line from 
the oldeft male branch to the houfe of Auftria, 
by the wife of Lewis XIII. and alfo by the wife 
of Lewis XIV. but it was more agreeable to 
him to remain arbitrator and prote(Slor, than 
to appear as a competitor ; becaufe he could^ 
in concert with one half of Europe, decide both 
D the 
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the fucceffion, and the empipe ; hvtt haii ht 
declared himfelf a competitor, all Europe would 
have been in arms againft him; This caufe, 
in which fo many crowned heads were con- 
cerned, was pleaded in all the courts of Chri- 
ilendom by manlfefloes and memorials, and 
not only princes but even private perfons in- 
terefted themfelves in itj nothing was ex- 
pefted but a general war. The politicians, 
however, were greatly confounded to find the 
florin burft where it was leaft expeSed. 

A new kingdom had been eftablifhed at the 
beginning of this century ; the emperor Lco- 
pald, according to the cuflom of his prede- 
ceflbrs, claimed the privilege of creating kings.; 
in confequence of which, inthe year 1701, he 
had ereded Ducal Pruffia into a kingdom, in 
favour of Frederic William, eleftor of Bran- 
denbourg. PrufEa was, at that time, no better 
than an extenfive defart ; but Frederic Wil- 
liam II. who was the fecond king of that 
country^ being pofleffed of talents fupcrior to 
thofe of bis cotemporaries, expended about 
'twenty-five millions of livres, in clearing the 
lands, building villages, and peopling them : 
lie invited families from Suabiaand Franconia ; 
and brought 16,000 emigrants from Saltfboui^ 
• to fettle in his territories, furni(hing them with 
necefiaries • of all ibrtst While he was thos 

buficrf 
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bafied in eftablifliing a ncwi;ingdomj by fin- 
. ^i^lar ijeconomy, he became matter of another 
ipecies of power ; every month he laid up in 
xeferve 40^000 German crowns, which in a 
ceign of twenty*eight years, amounted to an 
immenfei, fum of money. What money was 
iiotfent to the treafury, was employed in.raifing 
an army of feventy thoufand choice men, whom 
he difciplined himfelf, but never employed* 
Butjiis fon Frederic III. took th6 advantage 
of thofe preparations of his father. He fore- 
Yaw the general confufion of the empire, and 
did not fail to reap the ienefit of it. He laid 
claim to fo.ur dutchies in Silefia. His fore- 
fathers had repeatedly renounced their pre- 
tenficns, becaufe they were unabla to fupport 
them J he found himfelf fufficicntly ftrong to 
maintain his claim. 

France, Spain, Bavaria and Saxony were 
•already interefted in the choice of an emperor. 
The eledor of Bavaria prefled the French mi- 
q^ftry to procure him at leaft fome part of the 
Auftrian fucceffion. In his memorials he laid 
claim to the whole, but he dared not demand 
fo much by his miniftcrs. In the mean time, 
Maria Therefa, who had married Francis of 
Lorrain, grand duke of Tufcapy, took pofleffion 
of all the dominipns which her father had be- 
^ueath^d to hfr« $he receiri^d .tix^.hpnEL^^f 
D z the 
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the dates of Auftria at Vienna on the feventh 
of November 1740, The provinces of Itaty 
and Bohemia fwore allegiance to her by their 
d.*puties; but above all, (he ingratiated herfdf 
with the Hungarians by taking the antient 
oath which king Andrew II. made in the year 

1222. 

<* If I, or any of my fucceffors, (hall, at any 
«« time, infringe upon your privileges; by vir- 
•< tiie of this promife, you, and your defcen- 
«< dants, (ball be allowed to defend yourfelves, 
«< and (hall not be treated as rebels." 

As the anceftors of the archduchefs queen 
had always been backward in executing fudi 
engagements, her taking the prudent ttcp already 
mentioned, greatly endeared her to the Hun- 
garians, This people, who had always been 
inclined to throw off the Auftrian yoke, after 
two hundred years fpent in fcdition, broils and 
civil wars, fubmittcd at once to the govern- 
ment of Maria Thcrefa, whom they almoft 
adored. Although the queen was not crowned 
at Prc(burg until the 24th of June 1741, during 
the interval (he was not lefs a fovcreign ; (he 
was poflcft of a popular affability which her 
prcdcccffors had fcldom put in praAice, and 
which gained her the hearts of her fubjcAs ; 
(he laid afidc that ceremony and haughtinefs, 
which rcndor the accefi to a tfaront difagrtr- 

able. 
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abjc, without making it more rcfpc£bble. The 
archduchefs, her aunt, who governed the Low' 
Countries, had never condefcended to eat with 
any of her fubje<as ; on the contrary, Maria 
Therefa admitted to her table all the ladies and 
officers of diftinflion ; fhe converfed freely 
with the deputies of the dates ; and as fhe 
neyer refufed to grant an audience, fo fhe con- 
trived that nobody fhpuld leave her difcon- 
tented. 

I}er iirft care was to infure to her hufband 
the grand duke of Tufcany, a (hare in all her 
crowns, under the title of co-regent, which fhe 
did without diminifhing her own fovereign 
power, and without infringing the pragmatic 
fan^on ; (he flattered herfdf from the beginnings 
that the dignities fhe conferred on that pHnce 
would foon raife hipi to the imperial crown ; 
but fhe forgot that fhe had no money, and that 
her troops were very much diminifhed and dif- 
perfed through her extenfive dominions. ^ 

The king of Pruflia made propofals to her 
to yield up the Lower Silefia, and in return for 
that territory, he offered her the affiftance of his 
army, and five n^illion of livres, to guarantee 
the reft of her pofTeffions, and to place her huf- 
band on the throne of the empire. It was fore- 
feen by the moft able politicians, that fhould 
the queen of Hungary refufe thefe offers, all 
D 3 Germany 
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Germ^ljy would be thrown into confiifion^ 
but the blood of fo many emperors which flowed 
in her veiws, would not allow her to think of 
iclinquifbing any part of her hereditary cftates ; 
although fhe was weak, ihe was undaunted. 
The king of Ptttflia looking upon her power 
tb be merely nominal, and confidering that 
IVom the appcaratlte of affairs, Ke might foon 
exjpt& to have allies, majched with his atftny 
into Silefia, in the middle of December 1740. 

It was propofed^ to adorn hisf ftandard with 
a-device. Pro Deo et Patria ; but h^ erafed/V# 
Deo9 faying* that it would* be very imjVvopetr to 
confound tKe name of God- with the quarrels 
of men, and that he was going to war for a pro- 
vince, and not for religion. He thet^ ordered 
the Roman edgle, difplayed* in relirp^ ajtd fiXtA 
on the top of a gHt pde, to- be carried 6efbref 
his- regiment of gu^rds^ 5 diid novelty of courfe' 
infinuatcrf the neccffityofits being invincible. 
When he harangued'hisarmy,hcadyifedtfaem* 
ift every thing, to hnit^te the antient Romans. 
Having eAttred Sileihi, he, itt a ihort time, 
fttbdued almoft the whole of that province, of 
Which' he had fo lately Been refufed a part ; but 
ftiH nothingdecifive happened. General Nctr- 
pcrg came feonr aftcfr ta thcfiiccourof this pr». 
vince, with a body of Auftrians to the amount 
ctf tirenty-foinr thoofand^ a6tf forced thv iLin^ 

of 
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of Pruflia to engage with him at Mdwltz^ 
near the river Neifs. 

On this occ^fu^n, the fupcriority of the 
Pruflian infantry became confpicuous ; the 
cavalry was entirely routed by double the 
number of Auftrian horfe,. and the firft line 
of infantry attacked in flank when the battle 
fcetncd tb be irrecov'erahly loft ; all the royal 
baggage was pillaged, and the king himftlf. 
in danger of being made prifoner, was con« 
du^d by his attendants to fonie diftance from 
the field of battle. In the mean time, the fc- 
cond line of infantry ftood immoveable, and- 
recovered every thing by obfcrving that dif» 
cipline to which the Pruffian- foldiers are ac- 
cuftomed ; their continual firing, difcharging 
at leaft five times in a minute, and by loading 
their guns with iron ramrods in- an inftant. 
Thus a vi£k>ry was ^ned, which became- the 
(ignal for a gpAeral war in Europe. 
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QHAP. VI. 

The King of Fr a n c e unites with the Kings 
' of Prussia and Poland, to raife Gharlcs 

.Albert, Eleftor of Bavaria, to the 
. Imperial Throne. That Prince is declared 

Lieutenant-General to the King of France. 

His Election, SucceiTes, and rapid Defeats. 

ALL the powers of Europe believed that 
when the king of Pruflia took Silefia, 
he was allied to France : they were miftaken j 
but fuch miftakes frequently happen, when 
people build their opinions upon probabilities, 
'i'he king of Pruffia run a great rifk, as he 
hiihfelf confeiied ; but he could forefee that 
the French would not flip fo favourable an 
opportunity of feconding his enterprize. The 
French intereft feemed to oppofe the fucceffion 
of the houfe of Auftria, and to favour their old 
ally, the elcdor of Bavaria, whofe father had 
formerly loft his all in their fervice, in con- 
fequcncc of the battle of Hocftcdt. The fame 
cleftor, Charles Albert, had been imprifoned 
in his infancy by the A uftrians, who had dripped 
him of every thing, except his title of Ba- 
varia. 
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varia. France found it for her advantage to 
revenge his caufe ; it appeared eafy to procure 
him at once, both the empire, and part of the 
Auftrian fucceffion : by thefe means the new 
houfe of Auftria-Lorrain would be deprived of 
that fuperiority which the former houfe always 
aiTumed over the other' potentates of Europe; 
the ancient rivalry fubfifting between the houfes 
of Bourbon and Auftria would be extinguiihed^ 
and more might be done than Henry IV. and 
cardinal Richelieu, could ever have expedled* 

When Frederic III. marched into Silefia, he 
forefaw this revolution, the foundation of which 
tvals not then laid. It is (o true, that he had 
not concerted any meafure with cardinal Fleury ;^ 
that the marquis de 3eauveau, the French am- 
bafiador at Berlin, whowasfent to compliment 
the new monarch on his acceffion, did not 
know, when^ he firft faw the Pruffian troops 
in motion^ whether they were deftined againft 
France or Auftria. His Pruffian majefty faid 
to him at parting : <* I imagine I am going to 
•* play your game — if I throw aces, you muft 
"go halves*." 

This was only the beginning of a ncgo- 
ciation, as yet at a great diftance. The French 

* The author was at tliit period along with the king ^ 
of Pruifia i and can take upon him to iay, the cardinal 
war ignorant what ^ prince he had to deal ^rith. 

D 5 miniftry 
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miniftry hcfitated a long time, and cardinal 
Flcury, who was in his eighty-fifth year, was 
unwilling to expofe his reputation, his old age, 
and the French nation'to the hazard of a new 
war. Befides, he thought himfelf rcftrained 
by the pragmatic fanftion, which had been 
figned and' authenticated. 

The count, fince marfhal duke de ficHeifle, 
and' his brother, who were grandibns of the 
ijunous Fouquet, without having any influence 
in the public afFairs, nor as yet any accefy to 
the king, and although they had no intereft 
with cardinal Fleury, brought the miniffay to 
lefolve on. this enterprize. 

The marfhal de Belleifle had ^ great repu- 
tation, without having fignalized himfelfL Al- 
though he had neither been minifter nor ge- 
oemU y^ he palTed for a man who was v#ry 
capable of managing a ftate, or aommanduig 
an army ; but a bad ftate of health ftequently 
prevented him from: reaping the fruits of his 
great talents. Always in adHon, and full of 
ichcmes ; his body became a vicHm to thr 
efforts of his mind ; in him, the politenefr of 
Zi\ ainLxble courtier, and the open franknefsof 
the foldicr.were equally admired], he could 
pcrfuadc without eloquence, becaufe he always 
itemed to be mafter of his fubjeit. 

Hii^ 
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Ht8 brother, the chevalier de fielleiilo, had 
the fame ambition, the fame views, but hia* 
plans were better digefttd, becaufe a more ro- 
buft conflitation permitted him to be inde* 
fetigable in buiineis* His gloomy a^e^. was 
not (b engaging ; but he. conquered, wheit his . 
brother could only reafon. His eloquence re^* 
iemblcd bjf courage, under a cokh, muftng air, 
fbmethiog impetuous wa^ difcernable* In. ^ 
word, lie wasiequally capable ofdefigmng^ ar^ 
panging and exocuting evtry thing he took in- . 
handk . 

Th€tfeitwo men^ wiio ^et^ mott fb:\Mf, 
united' by the confofmi«y of thefir ideaS) than^ • 
by the natural ties of confanguinity^ undertook ^ 
t(» change the face of affairi' in* Europe ; . h^ 
this grand defijgn-they were* affifled by a- lady 
of uncommon^ tafemfsv. . Thb e^rditiA ^pppfedf 
fhcif ehUsrpFfib even fo* ibr as 'to writet A iM^ 
to- the king upon the fttbjeA^ wherm he ad4« 
▼i(bd tiimagainft entering iilto their meaiki^esv . 
I« was now ^XfeSMh tbat« the prekite wouM . 
refign his^ office, which he might havo doM 
^vfllh^honouf, alter fo lon^ and fucceiVful an 
adniiiiiftiution ^ but be had not Aifficien& refo4 
)iitioA*«» netire fnMii4ihe wofdd^ and aktMuglt » 
on the verge of the grave, he could not think 
^fptAUng the rtmaindir of ' hiir^ day^^ in ib«> 
litude, while mariDhal de Bcllciflc and finKbitM 
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thcr had the difpofal of every thing : thus the 
old cardinal remained at the head of an enter- 
prize which he difapproved. 

. Every thing feemed fevourable at firft^— 
Marfhal de Belleifle was difpatched to Franc- 
fprt, to the Pruffian camp» and to Drefden, 
with a view of concerting tbofe,vaft projefis, 
\yhich, by the concurrence of fomany princes, 
^pear^d to promife infallible fuccels. He 
agreed entirely with the meafures of the king 
df. Pruffia» and thofe of the king of Poland, 
eledor of Saxony. He negociated in every 
part of Germany ; lie was the foul of that 
cparty which . was about to beftow the empire 
^ttd hereditary crowns upon a prince, who 
could do nothing without their affiftance. 
France furniihed the elc£lor of Bavaria at once 
^ith money, allies, fuffrj^es, and troops. When 
the king of UNWwt fiiiM IjIiulIm ,Miny which 
be had prooiifed, he ifliied letters-patent, * cre-^ 
aiUng him, whom he had deftined to be em- 
ptror of Germany, lieutenant-general of his 
forces* 

, The ele£lor of Bavaria being ftrengtheaci) 
by fo many fupplies, entered Auftria without 
cppoiltion, at a time when Maria Tberela was 

. • Thofe kttort were not igty^ faU tW aolb of Ai^ 
f\A 1741* 
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at a lofs to defend herfelf againft the Pruffianf; 
He immediately became mafter of the imperial 
city of Pailau, which belonged to its own bi- 
fliop, and Separated Upper Auftria from Ba- 
varia. He then marched into Lintz^ the ca- 
pital of Upper Auftria. From thence feveral 
imall detachments of his troops advanced within 
three leagues of Vienna : this fpread the alarm, 
and they prepared with expedition to fupport a 
fiege ; one of the fuburbs was almoft totally 
pulled down, together with a palace that was 
near* the fortifications ; and the Danube was 
covered with numbers of boats, which con-, 
yeyed the moft valuable efFe^ofthe inhabitants 
to places of greater fafety. The ele£lor of 
Bavaria proceeded fo far as to fend a fummons 
of furrender to count KhevenbuUer, who was 
theh governor of Vienna, 

England and Holland were, at thi^ period,- 
Car from holding that balance which they had 
to long pretended to be in their hands ; the 
ftates^general remained quiet when they faw 
the army under marihal de Maillebois in Weft*- 
phalia ; and the fame army impofed filence on 
the king of England, at that time in Hanover^ 
who was in pain for his ele^ral dominions f 
he had raifed twenty-five thoufand men to aififl 

Maria Thefcfas but was under the neceffity 

. .. .rf 

2 
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of abandoning htr at the head of his afmyv 

sind of figning a ti^aty of neutrality. 

There wag then no power either ^ in the 
•mpire or dfewhere, who Aipi>prted die prag- 
matic fanftion^ which had been guaranteed by 
la many ftates- Vienna, ^ badly fortified oni- 
that fide which. would moft probably be at* 
tacked, ceiftld make bul: ^ feeble refiflance ;». 
and thofd who were beft acqjuainted with Gei^ 
many,, and public afRurt^. already looked uppot 
Vienna as^ taken ><^the road blocked up againib 
the Hungarians oa that fide ^— open on every 
ether to the viAociou^ armies .;-^-allpretenfion» 
legulated, and peace refUred to the empire, 
and to Europe; 

In proportion as the ruin of Maria Therefa 
feemed inrvituble, tbut princefs^ aflfumed* fxcfli 
courage; fhe had quiaed Viennoy and bwl 
thrown herietf into the ^wms of tbofii Hun- 
gariansv whohad been- tpcatc^ witH fb muclk 
fimecity by htr father and^ ancefiof«. Havung 
ealle<) an affembly of Jhe fbuv orders ofrtbe flute, 
Ac appeared thep€, holding irt^ her arm^ her 
ddeft fon^ who had. hardly left lu» ocadle, and 
addrefKng them in Latin^ in* wbidh^ hmguagc 
(he expreiFed herfelf veryweH ^-fllei^kc to tile 
following pwrpbrt: « Abandentd by my 
«<* friends;' p#r(b€«it^< by my ^ftuiniest^ at* 
«• tacked by my ncareft relations, I have no 

M Other 
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<<^ other refource biit inyour fidelity and valour,. 
<« and in my own pcrfcverance j I deliver into 
••^ your hands the daughter and fon of your 
•« kings, whofe fafety depends on your con- 
« du<a." Senfibly affefted and animated^ by 
llhefe words, the Hungarians drew their fabres, 
and. cried with one voice, Moriamur pro noftro 
rege Maria Therefa^ We will die foe our king 
Maria Therefa. They always give the title 
of king to their q^ueen; in fad, no princeia. 
ever better deferved that title. While, rfieyv 
were prote.ftiiig their readinefs to lay dowAt 
their lives in her defence,, fhe was the only 
perfon who refrained from tears ;. out after (he 
had retired with her maids of honours, Ihe gave 
a full vent to thoib tears which the firmnefs of 
bor temper had made her reftrain* At that 
time flie was pregnant,, and not long^before had! 
written to her mother- in* law, t]ie dutchefs ofi 
LorraLa: ^^ That^ ihe did, not know wbetheo 
*« the enemy wo\dd, kafve her a iingle town>* 
^ ia which (he might be hroughtte-bed." 

la this lItuatIon,i ihe. excited< the zeal of hen 
Hungarians^, re-.animaited England, and. Hol«* 
l^d, already difgofied.toi ai&fl: her; thefefup4> 
plied her with money.;, fbe.e^serted all her inr 
fluence in the empire,.^;u)d carried on a nego^ 
ci^tien with.the kin^ of Saniinia, .whoff) proi>» 
vinc^ furnUhed her with foldiers. 

The 
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The whole £ngli(h nation interefted them* 
felves in her favour; — ^they are a people who 
do not wait for the opinion of their mafter to 
form their own. Several private perfons pro- 
pofed fending a free-gift to that princefs; 
among thefe, the dutchefs of Marlborough, 
widow of the dulce of that name, who fought 
for Charles VI, aflembled together the principal 
iadies in London, who agreed to raife one 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling, towards 
which fum the dutchefs depofited forty thou- 
fand pounds. The queen of Hungary had 
the magnanimity to refufe the money which 
was thus ger^eroufly offered to her ; — fhe would 
accept of none, but what fhe expeded from the 
nation aflembled in parliament. 

It was generally imagined that the vidlorious 
armies of France and Bavaria would immediately 
lay fiege to Vienna. In war^ it is a maxim to 
do that which the enemy moft dreads. This 
was one of thofe decihve blows, one of thofe 
opportunities prelcnced by fortune, which, if 
miiicd, cannot be recalled. The eleAor of 
Bav^iiia had conceived hopes of taking Vienna, 
but be was not prepared for a liege, having 
jieiiher heavy cannon nor ammunition. Car- 
din^ii Fieury had not extended his views fo 
for as to give him that capiul ; he was fattsfied 
with InWler acquiliCions ^ be W'Ouid have been 

glad 
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glad to divide the fpoils before they were ac- 
quired ; for he did not mean that the emperor^ 
whom be elevated to that dignity, fhould enjoy 
all the fucceffion. 

In the month of November I74i> the French- 
army, under the command of the eledlor of^ 
Bavaria, being reinforced with 20,000 Saxons,, 
marched towards Prague. Count Maurice de 
Saxe, natural brother of the king of Poland,, 
attacked the place. This General inherited 
his father's peculiar ftrength of body, together 
with the mildnefs of his temper, and equal 
Courage $ but he poiiefled much fuperior talents- 
for war. His reputation was fo great, that the 
inhabitants had, withr one voice^ eleAed him 
duke of Courland -, but the Ruffians, who gave 
laws to the North, had deprived* him of that 
dignity, which the fuSrage of a whole people 
liad granted to his merit ^ he comforted him-* 
felf, however, for his Jofs,. in the fervice of 
France, and in the agreeable fociety of that 
nation, which, as yet, was a ftranger to his 
many great qualifications. 

It was necefiary to take Prague in a few 
days, or abandon the enterprise ; he was (hort 
of fupplies, and the feafon was far advanced i 
and yet though that city was but indifferently 
fortified, it could eafily withftand the iirft at- 
tacks. General Ogilvie, an Irifhman by 

birth. 
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birth; who cbmrnanded the place^ harf*. thrdr 
thoufand men- id his garrifon ; snd the Grttid% 
Duke, at the' head of thirty thoirfand m^ was. 
in full march to relieve him.. . On the 2^th ot 
November he advanced with in> five leagues of 
city,, which was^ aflaul^ed that very night by 
the French and Saxons, 

They made tWo attacks with thoir artilttry, 
which made a terrible noiie,and quickly brouglit 
all the garrifon to that fide of the town ^ in the. 
mean time^.count Saxc^i with the moft profound> 
iilenct, caufed a finglfc ladder to be filled oa 
the riu» paints of the new 8owny.ataeoti{icl6rabl€ 
diftance from the paxfr alCiKked. M. Chevert^ 
who- was then a Ucutaaajnt-col^d^ iao(UM«4. 
Hr^ i the eldeft (bn- of iMrihal Bro]{lto foL- 
Uwedhim^ : on the ramparts, they found but 
one centinelnear tbenr; they were foon UA-*^ 
lowed by multitudes,, and. made themielves- 
mafters of the city, when the garrifon laid, 
down their, arms. General Ogjlvic^ and his* 
three thoulaxid men,. (Wrendered themlelves. 
prifoners of war. Count Saxe faved the city 
from being plundered -, and„,what is remark- 
able^ during, the firft three dajiis, the cenquerocv 
and conquered mixed promifcuouily together % 
ircnch, Saxons, Bavarians, . and fiobemiaiis,. 
could not be diftinguiihed one from another » 
and all this confuiioiv ended without Uoodfhed. 

The. 
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.The cleSor of Bavaria, then juflr arrived^ 
fent aa account of. this fuccefs to the king, in 
the ftile of a General^ who writes to him,. 
\vhore army he commands. He made his pub- 
lic. entry into the qapital of Bohemia, on the 
very day it was taken>and caufed himfelf to be 
crowned in the month of December.. In the 
mean time, the Grand Duke, who could" not 
iave that capita], and who could Hot fub&ft ia. 
its environs,^ retired to the fouth-eaft part3 o£ 
the province, and left the comraaxKi of the. 
army to his brother, prince Charles ^f Lor*^ 
rain. 

About the fame tiaie,. the king of Pruffia* 
reduced Moravia,, a province fituated betweea. 
Bohemia and Sileiia : in this mafvner, Maria 
ThereAji ieeined to Im overpo^vered lA everjf:^ 
quarter^ Her competitor bad ab^adfy. beem 
crowned archduke of Auftria at Lintz; he 
bad aiTumed the crowa of Bohemia at Prague^ 
and from thence was gone to Francfort,. to be 
raifed to the imperial throne, under the name 
of Charles VU. 

Maribal Belleifle followed: him from Prague 
to Francfort,, and appeared rather as aiL-eleftoR 
of the ficft rank, than as an ambaffador fronv 
France.. He had gained all the votes, and di- 
reSed all the negociations j he therefore re- 
ceived all the honours due to the reprefentative 
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of a king, who could confer an imperial crovfn. 
The eledor of Mentz, who prefided at the 
electron, gave him the rigbt-^hand in his own 
palace, and the ambaflador, in bis own hotels 
gave the right hand to none but electors,, taking 
the precedence of all other princes. His ere- 
dentials were written in the fVench language, 
though the German chancery had hitherto re- 
liuired that fucb papers ihould be prefented in 
Latin ; that bcMig the proper language for a 
government which aflumes the name of the 
Rpman empire. On the 4th of January 1741, 
Charles Albert was folemnly eleAed emperor 
lirithout any difturbance; he now feemed tm 
have the profpedl of a glorious and happy reign ; 
but fortune changed, and his elevation foon oc- 
cafioned him to be one of the moft unfortttsiate 
princes in the world» 
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CHAP. VII. 

*l^he rapid Difafters which followed the Sue- 
ceffes of the Emperor Charles Albert 
of Bavaria. 

THE French and Bavarians began very 
foon to be fenfible of the fault they 
had committed, in neglecting to provide a 
Aijficient tody of cavalry^ Marfhal Belleifle, 
who was fick at Francfort, wanted at oiice to 
condu£l negociations, and command an army 
at a diftance, A mifunderftanding prevailed 
among the allied powers j the Saxons com- 
plained of the Pruilians, while the latter found 
fault with the French, who, in return, com« 
plained as' much of them. In the mean time, 
Maria Tberefa fupported herfelf with great 
refolution ; (he received remittances of money 
from England, Holland and Venice, and loans 
from Flanders : fhe formed alfo the moft flat- 
tering hopes from the defperate ardor of her 
troops, which were now brought together from 
all quarters^ On the contrary, the French 
army, being commanded by unexperienced 
officers, was daily diminifhed by fatigues, 
ficknefsy and defcrtion, while their recruits 
' ' , came 
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came- in but flowly* It was not like the armf 
of Guilavus Adolphus, who ^began his cam- 
^paigns in Germany with lefs than ten thoufand 
men, but foo^ found himfelf at the head pf 
•thirty thoufand, augmenting his troops on the 
ifpot, in prapomioft to hia conquefls. Every 
-dkiy weakened the French conquerors, and 
added flrength to the Aiiftrians. Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, brother to the Grand Duke, wis in 
/ ;the heart of Boheiaia witih thirty- five thoufend 
men : all the inhabitaats were oh his fide s 
*and he began to Qoake a dcfenfive war wkh 
fuccefs, by keeping the enemy continually 
under alarms by cutting off their convoysi 
and by harrafling them on all fides with clouds 
-of Huflars, Croats^ Pandors, and Talpacbes. 
l^he Panders are Sclavonions, who inhabit the 
xonfines of (he Drave and &ve ^ they wears 
long cloak, and carry fcvers^l piftols in their 
girdle -, they likewife ufe a fabre and poniard. 
The Talpaches are a fort of Hungarian infantry, 
-armed with a gun, two piftols, and a fword. 
The Croats are themilUia of Croatia ; and the 
Jjujars arc Hungarian horfemen, mounted on 
fmall horfcs, which are, however, fwift and 
indefatigable; they difperfe the infantry when 
diftributcd in too many polls, and unprovided 
with cavalry. The French a^nd 3 avarisns 
were every where ill this fitui^UMi* Tb^ em- 
peror 
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Iper^ CShtrles VII. wanted to keep polTeffioa 
ifsi 9» ^c^flfiyf territory, })y oMtans of a handful 
of peopk, becaufe he thougbt the queen of 
^Hungary was not in^coiii^tion to retake it^ 
•he w.as deceived 4 for all was vecovered, and the 
-war carried frpm the ^Danube tothe£.hine. 

When ^cardinal f leury faw his expciflations 
'baffled, and fo many difafteps follow the firft 
lAicoefles, he wrote a letter to general Konigfeg, 
*the queen of Hungary's minifter, which he 
lordered marfiial Belleifle himfelf ^o deliver. la 
^is letter^ he excufed himfelf from having any 
Aare in undertaking the war^ and affirmed^ 
that he had heen led beyond his own meafures. 
**« It is well known, fays he, that 1 have ftr&* 
^^ nuouAy oppofed the refolutions that have 
^ been taken j and that I have been, in a man- 
^' ncr, ^forced to comply with thed[i. Your 
'^ excellency is too well acquainted with aU 
«' that fiafies, not to guefs Who is the perfon 
^ that employed every method to determine 
*' tbe king to enter into a league, fo contrary 
'^ to my inclination and |)rinciples.'' 

Inftead of an anfwer, the queen of Hun-* 
^ry caufed the cardinal's letter to he printed ^ 
it is eafily feen what bad effeS:s this Jetter would 
produce; in the firft place, it evidently laid 
the whole blame of the war upon the General 
*emplo}ied to iie^ociate with count Konigfeg^ 

and. 
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and, inftead of forwarding the negociation, 
only tended to make his perfon odious : in the 
(econd place, it laid open the weaknefs of the 
^miniftry, and it (hewed but little knowledge of 
mankind, not to forefee that they would take 
the advantage of that weaknefs; that the allioi 
of France would thereby be diiheartened, while 
its enemies gained frefh courage. The car- 
dinal feeing his letter printed, wrote a lixond 
to the Auftrian general, complaining of his 
having publi(hed the firft, and telling him, 
*^ That for the future he would not write to 
** him his real fentiments/* This fecond letter 
did ftill more mifchief than the iirft. He next 
difowned both the letters in fome of the public 
papers ; but as he could not, by thefe means, 
impofe upon any body, fo his difowning the 
letters only ferved as a Anifhing ftroke to his 
blunders, which good-natured people excufed 
in a man tired out with bad fuccefs, and in the 
eighty-fcventh year of his age. Inline; the 
bavarian emperor fent propofals to London for 
a peace, backed with offers for feculariiing 
fome bfflioprics in favour of Hanover. The 
Englilh miniftry imagined they could accom- 
plKhthis without the ailiftance of the Emperor, 
and only infulted his propofals by making them 
public; which reduced the Emperor to the 

ncccffity 
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neoeffitjr ^ difdvowi^g Im Q&tre «f {ie:ice, a» 

*car4inal f'ieur)r bad difavpwed tbc war* 

Thecooceft then gr«iir waitnir thtn ever : 
France an one fide^ and Efigland on tte other ^ 
principals in fad, though under the name of, 
auxiliaries, ondetfvoured to kee^ the balance 
hy force of arms :— thos was the houfe of 
Bourbon obliged^ for the fecond time, toengago 
in a war againft almoft all Eufoj^ 

Cardinal Fleury, being too mtich advanced 
in years to fuftain fo beftvy a burthen, laviihedn 
with regret, the treafures of *'rance, in a wai; 
undertaken againflr hh inclination^ and faw 
iiothing^ but misforuwies occafioned by mif-* 
conduiS):« He never, riuiugbt that a marine 
power was neceilary, 'till the remains of the 
f reiich fleet were abfolutely deftroyed by the 
Englifh, and the maritime provinces were en- 
tirely expo&d. The Emperor, whom France 
had made, was chaced three times from his 
pwn dominions^ 

In Bohemia and Bavaria, the French troops 
were routed witliout fighting one general battle ^ 
and their affairs were come to fucb a pafs, tliat 
a retreat, which appeared imprafticable, was 
looked upon as a fmgular piece />[ good for« 
tune. Marfhal Belleifle faved the remnants 
of the French army, who were befieged in 
Prague, by conducting thirteen thoufaqd men 
£ from 
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from thence to Egrai through a bye-road of 
thirty-cightMcagOcs, covered with ice, arid in' 
light of the enemy. In fine ; the war was re- 
moved from the heart of Auftria, to the bankf 
of the Rhine, 

In the midft ofthefe ihisfortunea, cardinal 
Fleury iiei in the village of Iffi, leaving the 
aflfairs of the war, the marine, the fihances, 
and politics in general, in a critical fituation ; 
which might indeed leiTen the glory of his mi* 
niftry, but could not diminifh the tranquility 
of his itiind. 

Louis XV. then took the refblution to be 
his own minifter, and to put himfelf at the 
head of an army. He found himfelf in the 
fame- fituation in which his great grand-father 
had been involved ; engaged in a war, called 
like this, the war of fucceffion. 

He had France and Spain to fup^rt againft 
the fame enemies, that is, againft Auftria, 
England, Holland and Savoy, In order to 
form a juft idea of the embarrafimcnts which 
the king experienced,- of the dangers to which 
he was rxpofed, and of the refources he pof- 
fefled, we muft take notice in what manner 
England gave motion to all the difturbancef 
of Europe, 



C^K^. 
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CHAP. Vlli. 

The Conducl of England. The TranC- 
zAioDS of the Phnceof C o N t i in I t a l v. 

AFTER the happy «ra of the peace of 
Utrecht, the Engliihy who occupied 
Minorca and Gibrakar in Spain, obtained 
fevcral privileges from the court of Ma% 
drid, which the French^ its- defenders^ did 
not enjoy. The EngUib merchants purchafed 
negroes on the coaft of Africa, and difpofed of 
them to the Spanifh colonics in America. This 
trafEc of men, which brought to the Spanifh 
government thirty-three piaftres for every flave, 
was a confidcrable objtcl of gain to the Englifh 
company ; i^ccnufc, in furnifhing four thoufand 
eight hundred negroes, they obtained leave to 
fell the eight hundred without paying any duty • 
but the greateft advantage granted to the Enj-t 
lift, exclufive of other nations, was the per-* 
miffion which the company enjoyed from 1716* 
CO fend a veffel to Porto-Bello. This veffcli 
which at firft was reftrained to five hundred 
tons, was, by agreement,^ allowed to carry 
eight hundred and fifty in 17 17 ; but, in fa<3,by 
fraud,one thoufand and more, vrhicVv uciqmiv\.%& 
E z \» 
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to about two millions in goods. The Englilh 
company looked upon the thou(and tons as a 
trifling afFatr, compared to the other advantages 
arifing from this trade j an advice-boat, which 
conftantly followed the veflel under pretext of 
carrying provifions, 'went, and retucned coiir 
tinually ; ihe was loaded in the Englifli co- 
bnies with all forts of goods that Ihe brought 
to this vefTel, which^as it was never empty^ dil 
as much bufioefs as a whole fleet* It fit* 
quently happened, that other ihips came by 
pcrmiffion to keep her full, and their floops 
went to the coafts of America, wlien they bad 
iccafion, which not only wronged the Spanifli 
government, but was prejudicial to every body 
concerned in the trade from Spain to the gulph 
i^ Mexico. The Spaniih governors treated 
the Engliih merchants with a rigour, which 
feldom keeps within proper bounds. 

In the year 1739, one Jenkins, mafter of a 
veflel in that trade, prefented himfelf at the bar 
of the houfe of commons. He was a plain, 
downright man, who had never been concerned 
in any illicit trade ; but had been met by a 
gpanUb guarda-cofta in fome place of Americat 
l^hich was prohibited to the Engliib. The 
Spanifii captain had feized the fliip, put the 
ci;ew in irons, flit the nofe, and cut off the 
fsyi$ of the «»iler. Jn this condition, cap- 
tain 
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tain Jenkins appeared before die parliaments 
be informed them of his misfortune with that 
fimplicity and opennels^ which diftinguifh a 
fiulor : << Gentlemen, faid he, when they had . 
«< tbu& disfigured me, I was threatened with 
«< death ; I expeded it» and recommended my 
^< ibul t^ God, and my revenge to my coun^ 
^ try." Thefe words expreiled fo naturally, 
excited a general cry of compaffion and indig- 
nation. The people of London infifted upon 
luving, Afrcffea^ or a war. Perhaps there 
aever was more real rhetoric made ufe of than 
an the Engliih parliament j and I do not know 
whether the premeditated harangues of the 
Athenians or Romans, on fimilar occafions^ 
could £urpa£i the unpremeditated fpeeches of 
Sir William Wyndham, Lord Carteret, the 
minifter Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Chefter-. 
Aeld, and Mr. Pulteney^ fince £arl of Bath. 
■Thcfe difcourfes» which are the efie<& of the 
^{ji^ifli confiitutipn and Ipirit, fometimes ftrike 
ftnngers with amazement : tbua the produce 
fA any country, though undervalujod at home, 
is greedily fought after abroad j, but where 
the fpirit of party reign;b, we muft read thofe 
i^eeches with caution, the true ftate of the 
mtbn being generally difguiied. The mini- 
fierial party rcprefents the kingdom in a flou* 
Kiflung, iituation^ whik the oppqfite fadioa 
£ 3 afliires 
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afTures us that the nation is ruined ; both particl 
commonly exaggerate. "Oh? for thofe times 
** (cried one of their members of parliament 
** on this occafion) when an Englifh minillei' 
'" could fay, that nobody (hould fire a cannon 
" in Europe vyithout permiiHon from the Eng- 
" lift." 

' At laft, the voice of the nation determined 

N the king and parliament ta declare war in forrt 

againfi Spain, about the end of the year 1739. 

The war was at firft carried on by fea, and 
the privateers of both nations, authorlfed by 
letters of marque, attacked the merchant-men 
in Europe and America : — thus they were re^ 
tiprocally deftroying the trade which had occa« 
fioned the ruptures between the two nations % 
but it was hot long before greater hoftUitiea 
cnfued. 

In the month of March 1740, admiral Ver^ 
iioh entered the gulph of Mexico, and there 
attacked and took the city of Porto-beUo, the 
receptacle of the treafures of the new world i 
having deftroyed the fortifications, he left the 
trade open to the Englifh, who might now 
irarry on by force of arms that which they had 
before done clandeflinely, and which was in* 
deed the caufe of ^thc prefent rupture. The 
Englifh regarded this expedition as a fingular 
piece of fervice done to the nation $ the admiral 

received 
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necetvecTjthe thanks of bothiiQuies of jmrliar ' 
ment ; they wro^e to him as they had formerly 
done to the diike of Marlborough, after the battle 
oJFHockfteU. . After this conqueft, the South- 
fea fiock continued to rife, notwithflandiiig 
the immenfe expences of the nation ; the £ng- 
?ifli being in hopes of conquering Spanifh Ame- 
rica. They imagined that npthing could ftand 
before admiral Vernon, and when he went to 
befiege Carthagena, they were in fo great 
hafte to celebrate the taking of it, that while 
he was raiiing the fiege, they ftruck off a medal, 
on one fide of which was Carthagena, with this 
motto. He has taken Carthagena \ on the other 
fide was admiral Vernon, with the infcription^ 
TTo the avenger of Jm country. There are a great 
many ihftances of thefc premature medals which 
might deceive pofterity, if hiftory, which is 
more faithful and exad, did not correct thofe 
errors. 

France, who(c navy was far from being on 
a refpedable footing, did not act openly, but 
the French miniflry aiSfted the Spaniards as 
much 'as lay in their power. 

Such then was the fituation of affairs between 
England and Spain, when the death of Charles 
VI* gave rife to fo much trouble in Europe. 
We have fecn how much Germany fuffered 
by the difputes between Auftria and Bavaria ; 
£ 4 ' nor 
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sarfBd Mf dfeipe the Mbhrion which al^ 
teideil the fcttcg n a ^f the lioufe of Auftri^ 
TheMihndbwKiccliiBNtf hythr Spaniards} 
Futc2 a2d Racnda Moogti by birthright to 
•ae «2f dt£ feas of the queen, who wat born 
pr:::c«fs of ?jjniau Had Philip V. claimed 
tbe Milonefe far hiralUf^ all Italj would have 
been alancfid ; or if Ood Carios^ already mailer 
cf Nif ks and StcSr, had prttaided to Parma 
aac Pljosnua, die uoitingfo many ftates under 
cnc (bvere*^ couU not fiul of creating diftur* 
bancv? i therefore^ Don Philip, the youngcs 
brocl^r of Don Carlos^ was pitched upon to 
iuccecd to the Milanefi: auJ Parma.. The 
quten of Hungary, who was miftre(s of the 
Milanefe, endeavoured to fupport her right to 
that prvnince, white the king of Sardinia, duke 
cf Savoy, reviewej his prctenfions ^ being afraid 
that the houle of Auihia-Lorrain, poflcffing at 
onct: the Milanefe and Tufcany, might one day 
reco\*er thofe territories, which had been ceded 
to him by the treaties of 1737 and 1738; but 
he dreaded ilill more the power of France, and 
a prince of the hoqfe of Bourbon, when he 
already faw another prince of that boufe in 
pofleffion of Naples and Sicily. 

About the bcgiimin.; of 1 742^ he refolTed to 
make a particular alliance with the queen of 
Hungary 3 though he did not agree with her in 

^\ 



;iU poiiitiy tbejf wew ^ imiir c^ily agninft the 
prefent 4aager,' which thcft^lfnrd botb^ without 
feeking; furihcMr adi^aataigesi aod the king of 
baLrdima was ait lihert; to. ajtcr his meafurca 
whca he flioidd duiafc fMroper. This waa a 
teea^ faetwcen two eneniieas who ooiy meaot 
19 defei)d ^Kfufelifes agjonft a thircL The 
court of Spain feot the infant Don Philip ta 
attack the ky»g of Sacrttniaj who waanQtfiBn4 
of him either as a friend oc a& a ueigkboii& 
Thottglh cardinal Fkiir; had petmitted Don 
If hilip, and part 9i hit arrny^ to pa£i throii^^ 
jTrance, he wooldnot affifthim wkh his troops* 
. At oas timev gieat things are done ; whik^ 
H another^ men are afraid of doing any things 
The lealbaof dhi^condii^ waa> that the Freoch 
flattered tbemf^ves with bringing overtbe kinf 
#f Sardinia to their intereft^ who gsive tfa^oa 
fom^ room u> h<^ for fuccefs, . , 

fiefidcs, they did n^wanx an open war again^; 
t]ie £isigU(h» who would have declared it im^ 
mediately^ The revolutions in Gksaiany hi«w 
dered them ^fw ^^ ^^ tjaie» from irritating : 
t^ maritime powets ; the £nglilh openly opr 
poftd the iettlement of Don Philip in Italyv' 
i4ndec th^ pjretence of keeping the balance of ' 
Jf;m»pe. 

That balaiKie, whether weUocill underihKK^ 
)m^ bcftomr $bi £iv«ui^ paffina ^i. tha £tt%^ 
E 5 X^Sa.'i 
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lifli ; but the views of the miniftiy were cx-» 
tended to a more national concern ;-ithey wanted 
to oblige Spain to divide with them the trade 
of the new world. On this cx>nd]tion, Don 
Philip might have gone over to Italy, as Don 
Carlos, whom they had'affifted, had done in 
the year 1731* Bufthe court of Spain would 
not. agree to enrich its enemies at its own ex- 
pence, though they fiiil thought of eftablifliing 
Don Philip in his dominions. 

In the months of November and December 
1741, the Spaniih court feptover feveral bodies 
of troops to Italy, under the command of the 
duke of Monteinar, who was not lefs known 
by the victory of fiitonto, than by his difgracc 
which followed it. Thefe troops landed fuc- 
ceffively on the coaiis of Tufcany, and in the 
ports of the (late called Degli Prefidii^ belonging 
to the crown of the IVo Sicilies. It was 
tieceflary to pafs through the dominions of the 
Grand Duke, hu(band to the queen of Hun- 
gary, who granted them free paflage, and de* 
dared that his country was neutral. The duke 
of Modena, who had married the daughter of 
the late duke of Orleans, regent of France, 
likewife declared hinifelf neutral. Pope Be- 
tktiiSt XIV. through whofe territories both 
Spaniards and Auftrians muft pafs, embraced 
the fame neutrality with a bctler grace than 
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the others ; he a£led in this refpedt as the com.^ 
mon fatl^er of princes and. peopk, arid could 
find no fault whilft his children behaved with 
difcretion inhis>.domiQions* 

Frefh troops arrived from Spain, .by the way 
of Genoa ; that republic declared itfelf neutral, 
and let them paCs. About jthe iametimey the 
king of Naples embraced the neutrality ;. altho' 
he coyld not fail of being interefled in thecau/e 
of his- father and brother.- Notwithftanding 
thefe declarations, not one o£ thofe potentates 
was neu'tral in 'fa£l« 

With refpea to the neutrality of the kirtg 
•f Naples, the fequel will (bew its inflncerity ; 
to their great furprife, on the i8th of Auguft, 
an Engliih fquadron appeared within fight ff 
the port of Naples ; it confifted of fix men of 
war of fixty guns, fix frigates,, and two bomb- 
fliips. Commodore (fmce. admiral) Martin, 
who commanded this (qu^dron^ ient an.officpr 
on (bore with a Letter to the prime minifter, the 
fubfUnce of which) was,, that if the king did 
notrecal.his troops from the Spanifh army^ tbe 
town woMld immediately be.bombaj;ded. They., 
held feveral confultatjons 1 'till th^, English 
commodore, laying. his watch upon the, deck, 
totd them, he wou^d ^low them only. pnehoMr 
to come to a dteternxinatiQii. .. At thjs. tjn^e, t)ie 
port was badly provided with artillery -, thicy 

had 
2 
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iMidflottakttitliqMcdEu^ prtcjuicioivcgaiiift an 

They were obllgedtocoanpljnmb the Itnglifli 
commodiMDe't dcmaads, and to kfop tkfiir pro- 
mifta 'till thty orald put the porta^di Idngdoo 
iff a ftaie of defiaicc. 

The Eagliib dMmfelvtt wvt fenfiUe, that 
Ike king of Napka couU jm moffi keep tbat 
Inroed neutrali^ in Italy, than the king of 
Engtand had oMertodhiain Gcnnaa/. 

The Spaniih army, under the coounand ef 
the duke of Mostflaaar, which had oome inti^ 
Italy to fubdue Loeibardy, being dofely pufiiad 
by the Aaftriaas, had fctired to the ftontkrsof 
-ate kingdom of Napks. About thia time, the 
^^Wogof Sardinia returoed to Piedmont, and to 
his dutcby of Savoy, where the Yiciffitudcf of 
ahe war required his prefenee. The infant Don 
Philip had been prevented by the Englifli li|iia- 
dr^n froaa leading ftefii troopa at Genoa, bat 
be bad penetrated, by kind, into the dutcby of 
Savoy, of which be foon became aaafter. That 
country is almoft open and dsfenceleft on she 
fide of Dauphiny ) it is fo barren and pooi^ that 
it was with diflkuky that its fovcreigns conkl 
raife fren^ it a jrcvenue of 6Aeen huadied thoa- 
faad Kvrcs : Chaplee Emanuel, king ml Sar- 
dinU an4 duko of Sovoyv^lAiiiwdooedtkfit 
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^pfiwtiiee -to go to die defence of Piedmont, . a 
coiifitry cffgiteaier importance^ 

We fecy hj this iket^b, that all Eocope was 
jdafmed^aiid that ali the provinces experienced 
die calamitiea of var, from the futbeft cornar 
-^Silciz to the very heart of Italjr^ Although 
Auftria was at open war with Ha varia alone, yet 
all Italy was raragecl; the people of the Mila- 
.JK&, Mantua^ Pafma^ Modcoa, and Guaftalla,. 
.obforved thefe irfuptiQoaajsddierotattona with ah 
important forrow^ having been long accuitomted 
to be ^ pxiM of the conqueror^ without evea 
daring to give their fuSrage^ 

The cQuf t of Spain decn^uuled a paflage for 
Aek troops tiMMtgh Swit^rkmd i*tQ Italy,. 
whid& waa refuied. The Swii$ Cantons fcU 
foidic^to aB paitiea^ and defend. their comitiy 
agaioft dSl ; and although their government is 
fuSSc^ the people arc aU warriors, whieh ten- 
drod fiich a neutrality re{pe(9;abJe« The Ye- 
M!U»ti»t on their fide,, raif^d tweofiy thcmfiuvl 
mett 19. giv« weight to their neutrality. i 

Theic was in tfap harbour rf Toulon a Sp^ 
Aiflis cootfiftiog of fixtoen men of w^ir, whtoh 
had been deftined to carry Pon Philip to Italy;; 
but aa^ he had' go«0 bv land^ tho fleet waa or- 
dcrfid to carry provtfion^ for hii troopa.^.thia 
vnaa found to be impoa^ticable^ aa they wete 
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commanded the Mediterranean fea,and menaced 
all the coaib" of Italy and Provtnce. As the 
J&paiiiih engineers were not expert in their art^ 
they were exercifed during four months, in tbe 
the harbour of Toulon, in (hooting at a mark, 
and pri?^es were propofed to excite their emu- 
lation and induftry. 

When they had acquired fufficient (kill, the 
Spani(h fquadron, commanded by Don Jo(eph 
Navarro, failed from the road of Toulon ; it 
confifted only of twelve men of war ; the Spa- 
:niards not having a fufficient number of failors 
and engineers to work fixteen : it was imme- 
diately joined by fourteen French (hips of the 
line, four frigates, and three iire-(hips, under tbe 
command of M. de Court, who, at the age of 
iburfcore, enjoyed all the vigour of body and 
mind which fuch a ftation required. . Forty 
years had ehpfed fince the fea* fight off Malaga, 
where he had ferved as captain on board of tbe 
admiral's (hip, and fince that time, there had 
been no engagement at fea in any part of tbe 
world, excepting that off Meffina in 1718. Ad- 
miral Mathews, who commanded the £ngli(h 
fleet, prefented himfelf before the united fqua- 
drons of France and Spain ; his fleet confiiltd. 
of forty- five (hips of the line, five frigates^and 
four fire-(bips ; with the advantage of a (11- 
perior nuoibcr, hclikcwiic had thai ^the wiod 

bein^ 
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being in his favour ; this laft circumftance is of 
'^s much confeqtience at fea, as an advantageous 
poft. is on (hore. The Englifli were the firft 
-who, ranged their naval forces in the order of 
battle, which is now in ufe, ai\d it is from 
them that other nations have learned to difpofe 
their fleets into the divifions of van, main, and 
rear. They fought in this order at the engage-^ 
ment off Toulon, where the two fleets were 
equally damaged, and alike di(perfed. 

' This battle was indecifiye, as fea-fights al- 
moft ail ways are (if we except that of La 
Hogue) indeed we feldom fee any other fruits 
from great preparations, and an obftinate action, 
than the deftruction of numbers on both fides, 
and the difmafting of their fHips^ Each party 
complained ; the Spaniards thought they had 
not been properly fupported, while the French 
accufed the Spaniards of unfkilfulnefs. Tho' 
thefe two nations were in alliance,, they were 
not always united. Their antient antipathy. 
ibmetimes revived among the pebple, while a 
moft perfect cordiality fuU^led between theif 
^kings. 

The real advantage of this battle, viras, in 
fa£l, gained by the French and Spaniards ; as 
tbr Mediterranean was now free, they could'^ 
at leaft for fome tinie, fend provifions from the 
cgafts'of Provence to Dm PbiUp> whp waited 
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ftich fupplics very much. But when aJinifal 
Mathews returned to thofefeas, neither French 
fleets nor Spaniih fquadrons could refift his 
force: thefe two natbns having conftantly. 
numerouf armies by land, were deprived of thai 
inexhauilible fource of Teamen^ which formi the 
bafts of the Englifli power. 



CHAP. IX. 

The Prince of Comtx forces the Paflageaof ibr 
Ali>9» SiluaiioA o£ Afiura in Italt» 

IN the midff ofthcfe ftraggk^ Louie XV» 
declared war agaioii the king of Eoglaod^ 
and the c^ueea «f Hungary ; wht,. ia rctur% 
declared war againA him with the ufual far* 
pialities : tbi« waaooly a piece of ctfcnaooyoa 
both fides i neither Spain noc Naplee decbicd 
war, but they carried ic on.at effedkually. 

I>on Fhilipi al the head ol iwenty thwifcad 
Spaniards, conainanded by the marquiia de k 
Mina i and the prince of Conti, followed by 
iweoiy thousand Frenchmea, fimenlly isdpircd 
Ibeir trgopb with that (pint of conSdence, aad 
of refolute coumge, which were neceflaiy te 
penetrating into Picdmout^ wheie one battalioa 
may (Uv awholeaaay^wbat tkiey arciaipnftJ 

every 
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vrery moment to fight among rocks, precipices 
%nA tbrrencsy and where the difficulty of con^ 
voys reaching them waB^ ncme of the fmalleft 
that they had to encounter. The prince of 
Conti^ who faadienredas lieutenant-general in 
the unfuccefsful war of Bavaria, ha<l been ex*^ 
perienced in the art of war firom hisyoudu 

On the firft of April 1744, the infant Don 
Philip, and the prince of Conti, pafled the river 
Yaro, which falls from Ae Alps into die fea o£ 
Genoa, below Nice. The whole county of 
Ntcc furrendercd j but before they could ad- 
vance farther, they were obliged to attack the 
intrenehments near Villa-Fraiica^ and after 
them the fortrefs of Montalhan, fituated among 
the rocks, which formed a long chain of sdmoft 
ttaccefRble- ramparts. They could not march 
but in defiles, and through hoUow ways,^ where 
they wefv expbied to the artillery of the enemy,, 
'-which annoyed them alfo, when dambering 
iSrom rock to rock* ' They were obliged to en^ 
counter fome of the EnglUh even on the Alps^ 
for admiral Mathews^ after ' refitting his fleet, 
bad- returtaed'tareftrme- the 'empire of the fea. 
He had' landed' at Villa-Franca, where his fol^ 
dters joined the Piedmontefe, and his engineers 
-ftrved the arrillery.- Notwithftanding theft 
diangers, the prince of Conri preftnted himfeif 
1)efore> the rampart of Piedmont near Villa- 
• • -•' - •• Franca 4 
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Franca; this was' about twb huhA^ toifesin 
height, and was thought by the king of Sar- 
dinia to be inacceffible, and it Was covered with 
French and Spaniards, The EngUOi admiralt 
9nd his i^ilors, were on the point of being taken 
prifoncrs. 

They then advanced and penetrated as far 
as the valley of Chateau-dauphin. The count 
de Campo Santo, at the head of the Spaniards, 
followed the. prince of Conti through another 
defile -, the name and title of Campo Santo, had 
had been conferred upon him as a recompence 
for his fignal valour at the battle of Campo 
Santo^ in the iame manner as the name of 
Bitonto had been given to the duke of Mon- 
temar after the battle of Bitonto* No title 
can be more glorious than that of a battle which 
has been gained*. 

The bailiff of Givri, in open day» fcaled a 
lock^ on which two thoufand Piedmontefe were 
entrenched i and the brave Chevert, who was 
the firft that mounted the rampart at Prague^ 
was among the foremoft who reached the top : 
this fccne was more bloody than that of 
Prague, as they had no cannon, and the Pied- 
montefe kept playing theirs conftantly upon the 
afTailants. The king of Sardinia was in perfon 
behind thefe entrenchments endeavouring to 
Anim;ite bis troops. The bailiff of Givri w^ 
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bounded at the Veginning of the action, and 
the marquis de Villemur, being informed that 
* a [uflage nolefs important had been juil carried 
by the French, ordered a retreat ; which Givri 
inftantly caufed to be beat ; but the officers and 
foldiers were too intereftingly engaged to liften 
to it. Lieutenant-colonel de Poitdu leaped into 
the iirft entrenchment, where he was followed 
by the grenadiers, and, what is hardly credible^ 
they paiTed clofc by the embrafures oftheene* 
my's cannon, at the inftant that the pieces heing 
fired, were running back with their ufual mo- 
tion : they loft about two thoufand men in this 
action ; but not' one of the Piedinontefe efcapedl 
The king of Sardinia, in defpair, wanted to 
throw himfclf into the midft* of the aflailants, 
Sind they kept him back' with much difSculty | 
the bailiff of Givri, colonel Saiis, and the mar* 
quis de la Carte, were among the ilain, and th^ 
duke d'Agcnois, with a great many others, wera 
Wouncicd. But ftill their lofg was lefs confi- 
derable, than they might have expe£ied from 
Tuch a fituation. The count de Campo Santo^ 
who could not arrive in time at the narrow ' 
rugged defile, where this/ furious engagement 
had happened, wrote to the marquis de la Mina, 
General of the Spanifharmy under Don Philip ; 
<« We may have, fays he, opportunities of be* 
«• having as w^H as the French^ but vce cax\tvot 
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^ behave better/' I always take nodct of ttttfe 
letters of the general officers which cofitaiii amy* 
thing particularly intetefttng : for this icaftoy 
I ihall tranfcribe that which the prince of Cbnti 
wrote to the king concerning this eag^igeineat 2 
M This has been, fays he^ one o£ the moft kcil* 
<* liant ajid lively anions that ever happened ( 
M the troops have fliewn a valour more than 
i(< bunuuu The brigade of Poitou^ having 
.** M. d'Agenois at; its head» Jiaa gained im» 
«< mortal honour* 

«« The valour and prefence of mind of M. de 
«« Chevert chiefly decided the advantage. I 
f< recommend to you M. de Solieaii^ and the 
^^ chevalier de Modena* La Cartie is killed; 
^« your majefty, who knows the value of friend* 
V ibip9 will feel how much I am affe£led by his 
«« lors."* HiOory ought to pieiierve tbmk ex<» 
preffions from, a prince to a king, which art 
kfiorvs of virtue to diereftof nunkind. 

During the attack on Chatcau-daophio^ it 
■raa found necefijuj to carry whM was called 
the barricades^ a pafiage about eighlteen feet 
brond between twq mouutaiiks, which readied 
the clouds* Into this precipice the king of 
Sardinia had turned the cnurfe of the river 
Sture, which watered the neighbouring valley. 
Three entrenchments»and aCQVCfed way beyond 
ibe river ^ defended the joft ol the banricades) 
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after this, they bad to reduce the caftle of De- 
ment, built at an immenfe expence on the top 
of a barren rock, in the mkJdle of the raJley of 
Sture : whence the French, being then matters 
•f the Alps, could diftinguifli the plains of 
Piecimout. Thde barricades were reduced the 
night before thefurrender of Chateau-dauphia. 
The French tind Spantarils carried them almoft 
withcmt ftriking a blow, by putting thqfe who 
defended them between two fires. This ad^ 
vantage was a roafter-ftroke in the art of war» 
and was glorious in that it obtained the ohjeiSt 
ia view with little blood(hed« 



C^K^. 
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CHAP. X. 

New Mrsfortuncsof the Emperor Ch arle^VIL 
The Battle of D£TTXKC£N« - . 

THESE great adibfis, howerer, were Jbut 
of little fervice in promoting the pirin* 
cipal defigii^ which is generally the cafe in all 
wars. If the prince of Conti was vii^orious in 
Italy, it did not make the caufe of the queen 
of Hungary lefs triumphant. . The. emperor 
Charles VI 1. in faft, made emperor by the king 
of France, was, neverthelefs, ftill banifhed from 
his own cftates, and a wanderer in Germany ; 
the fucccflss in Italy did not prevent the French 
from being repulfed on the Rhine, and the 
Mayne : in {hort, France ftill continued to be 
diftreffed by fupporting a foreign caufe^ and a 
war, which might have been very well fparcd ; 
a war undertaken by the ambition of marflial 
Bclleifle, in which little could be gained, but'a 
great deal might be loft. 

The emperor Charles VI L at firft took re- 
fuge in Augftjurg, a free imperial city, under a 
republican government, and famous by the name 
of Auguftus ; being the only city which had 
prcfcn'cd any remains of tVv2Xuwcvc^ which was 
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formerly fo common, on the frontier towns o( 
France and Germany. He made but a fhort 
flay thfere, and on leaving it in the month of 
June 1743, had the mortification to fee a co- 
lonel of Huffars, named Mentzfcl, noted for his 
brutality and robberies, enter the place, .and 
infult him in the public ftreets. 

His unhappy deftiny next Idd him to Frank- 
fort, a city ftill more privileged than Auglburg, 
and in which he had carried his eledlion to the 
empire, but where he now faw his misfortunes 
encreafe : four miles from this new refuge^' 
he came to a battle, which finally decided his 
fate. 

The earl of Stair, a Scots noblemart, brought 
up under the duke of Marlborough, and for- 
merly ambaflador in France, had marched to- 
wards Frankfort, with an army of fifty thoufand 
men and upwards, confifttngof Engl ifli, Han- 
overians, and Auftrians, . The king of England 
arrived with his fecond fon, the duke of Cum- 
berland, after having gone to Frankfort, the 
afylum of the epiperor, whom he acknowledged 
as his fovereign, while he was going to. war to 
dethrone him, 

Marfhal duke dc Noailles, who headed the 
French army, had borne arms ever fince he was 
fifteen years of agej he had commanded at 
Catalonia in the war 1701^ and hgd fince filled 

the 
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the Several principii departmeaU of the ftiU : 
cho' at the head of the finances, at tihe beginiiHi(| 
of the regency; at once a Oeoera) of tlK armjv 
and minifter of iUte, he ceafed not to cultivaii 
literature ; an example^ common among the 
<jreeks and Romans^ but, in the prefent timesv 
very feldom to be mU with in £uropc«' This 
General^ by an extraordinary manoeuvre, hn- 
mediately made himfelf mailer of the field ; 
hemmed in the army of the Englilk, which had 
the Mayne between it and the French^and cut 
off their provifion^ by commanding the paflagca 
above and below their camp. 

The king 6f England was pofted in Afchaf* 
fembourg, a city upon the Mayne belonging to 
the elector of Mentz. He had taken this itep. 
againft the advice of lord Stair, and began to 
repent it ; he now faw his army blocked up and 
famiihed by the maribal de Noailles, he was 
then obliged to reduce his (bldiers to half their 
common allowance* They were (o much in 
want of forage, that it was propofed to ham* 
firing the horfes, and it would have been put 
in execution if they had remained two days 
longer ia that fituation* The king of England 
was, at laft, obliged to retire to ieek provilions 
at Hanau on the road to Frankfort ; in his re* 
treat he was expofed to the batteries of the 
enemy's cannon, placed on the banks of the 

Mayne* 

2 
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Mayne. It was neceflary to haften the march 'J 
of his army though weakened by hunge^-, as 
the rear-guard might otherwife be deftroyed by 
the French ;. for marflial de Noailles had taken 
the precaution to throw over brrdges, between 
Dettingen and AfchafFemburg, upon the. road 
to Hanau, and the Englifh had to their other 
toiftakes added that of permitting the bridges to 
be conftrafted. On the 26th of June, at mid- 
night, the Englifh army decamped with the 
greateft filen'ce, ahd hazarded a precipitate and 
dangerous march to which they were thus re- 
duced. Marfhal de Noailles obferved the Ens- 
lifli, who feemed to be haftening to their ruin, 
in a ftrait road between a mountain and a river. 
He took this opportunity to caufe the fquadrons 
of the king's houfhold, the dragoons and huflars, 
to advance towards the village of Dettingen, 
before which the Knglifh muft pafs. He or- 
dered four brigades of infantry, and the French' 
guards to file off over two bridges. Thefe 
troops were to ren^ain pofted at Dettingen, by 
the fide of a deep hollow, where they could not 
be obferved by the Englifh, whofc motions, at 
the fame time,^ were fecn by marfhal Noailles. 
The enemy was likewife hemmed in by two 
batteries, which M. de Valliere, a fkilful en- 
gineer, had ere£led on the banks of the river* 
This obliged them to pafs through a defile be- 
F tween 
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tween Dettingen, and a little river near that 
town : thus ijtuated, the French defigned to 
fire upon them with certain advantage, in hopes 
that even the king of England himfelf might 
become their prifoner. In (hort^ this was a 
deciRve moment, which might have put an end 
to the war. 

The marfhal recommended to his nepbeWf 
the duke of Grammont, lieutenant-general and 
colonel of the guards, to remain in thispofition 
'till the enemy (hould fall into the fnare. Un- 
fortunately, hbweverj he went to reconnoitre 
the enemy's advanced guards, in order to bring 
his cavalry more forward. Moft of his officers 
were of opinion, that he ought to have remained 
at the head of his troops to give orders. He de- 
tached five brigades to occupy the poll of Af* 
chafFeniburg, fo that the Englifh wereencom- 
pafTed on all fides. But a moment's impatience 
rendered all thcfe meafures inefPeiSlual. 

The duke de Grammont imagined the firft 
column of the enemy was already gone by, and 
that he had nothing to do but to fall on the 
rear-guard, Which could not oppofe him. He 
accordingly ordered his troops to pa(s the hol- 
low way : thus quitting an advantageous poft^ 
where he fliould have remained, he advancedi 
with the regin*ent of guards^ and that of No- 
atUes, into a fmall pl^in, called t)ie Cockiield« 

where 
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«rhere the Engliflr, M*a filed off in order of 
batde^ foon formed themfelves. By this means, 
the French, who had drawn the enemy into a 
fAare,feIl into it themfelves. They rufhed on to 
the attack in great diforder, and with unequal 
firength. The cannon, which had been placed 
along the banks of the Mayne by M. de VaU 
liere, and which had played with fuccefs on the 
enemy's flank, particularly the Hanoverians, 
were rendered ufelefs, as they could not now be 
employed without annoying the French them- 
felves. Juft as this miftake was committed, 
marfliat Noallles returned to that part of the 
itrmy. 

The king's houfliold on horfeback, and the 
•carabineers, by their impetuofity, foon broke 
two lines of the enemy's infantry j but the 
latter immediately rallied, and furrounded 
the French ; the officers of the regiment of 
guards advanced with great intrepidity at the 
head of a fmall body of infantry, which coft 
them dear, for twenty-one were killed on the 
fpot, and as many dangeroufly wounded, fo that 
die whole regiment was routed. 

The duke de Chartres (fmce duke of Orleans) 
the prince of Clermont, count d'Eu, and the 
dukede Penthievre, notwithftanding his youth, 
ufed all their efforts to ftop this confufion. The 
count de Noailles had two horfes killed under 
¥ z him$ 
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him, and his brother, the duke d'Ayen, was 

thrown from his horfe. 

It was in vain the marquis de. Puifegur, fon 
of the marfhal of that name, called to -the fol- 
diers of bis regiment, ran after them, rallied as 
many as he could, and even killed fome with 
his own hand, who fled^ and cried out^ Save 
hinfplf who can ! The princes and dukes of 
Biron, Luxembourg, Richelieu, and Pcquigni« 
Chevrcufc alfo rallied fome brigades, and broke 
into the lines of the enemy. 

In another quarter, the king*s houfliold, and 
the carabineers flood their ground. In one 
place, might be fecn a troop of gendarmes ; in 
another, a company of guards j here, an hun* 
drcd mufquctccrs; there, companies of cavalry 
advancing with light-horfc, and others who 
followed the carabineers on horfeback, all run- 
ning up to the Englifli fword-in-hand, wiih 
more courage than good order j indeed they 
had fo little of the latter, that about fifty 
mufquetecrs, hurried on by their valour, pene- 
trated into the regiment of horfe commanded by 
lord Stair, Twenty feven officers of horfe, 
belonging to the royal houfhold, pcriihed 
in this confufion J fifty-fix were dangeroufly 
wounded, among the latt, were count d*Eu, 
count d'Harcourt, count de Beuvron, the duke 
iit Bouflers^and count deia Motte Hondancourt, 

gentleman 
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gentleman of honour to the queen, whofehorfe 
being killed, he was, for fomc time, trampled 
under foot^ and at laft carried off aknoft dead. 
The marquis de Gentaud, had his arm broken, 
and the duke de Roehechouart, firft gentleman 
of the chamber, having been twice wounded, 
continued fighting 'till he was killed on the 
fpot. The marquifles de Sabran, and de Fleury, 
the counts d*Eftrade, and Roftaing, likewife loft 
their lives ; nor muft we omit among the par- 
ticulars of that melancholy day, the death of the 
count de Bouflers, of the branch of Remain- 
court. He was a boy little more than ten years 
old ; a cannon-balhbroke his leg, which he faw 
cut off, and died with amazing refoltition. Such 
youth and courage greatly affeSed the fpeftators 
of his misfortune. The lofs was no lefs confi- 
derable among the Englifh officers : the king of 
England fought on foot and onhorfeback ; fome- 
times at the head of his cavalry, and at others, 
at the head of the infantry : the duke of Cum- 
berland was wounded riding by his fide ; the 
duke d'Aremberg, the Auftrian general, re- 
ceived a wound in the upper part of his brcalf, 
and the Englifh loft feveral general officers. 
The combat lafted three ho.urs, but it was too 
unequal!; courage alone was engaged againft 
numbers, valour and difcipline. At lengthy 
Hiarlhal de NoaiUes gave orders for a retreat.. , 
f 3 The 
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The king of England diaed -on the field* of 
battle, and immediately after retreated, without 
allowing time to take care of all his wounded -9 
fix hundred of whom were left behind, and re- 
commended I^ lord Stair, to the generofitj of 
marihal de NoaiUes. They were treated by the 
French at their countrymen ; both nations be* 
having to each other with much refped* The 
letters which pafled between the two Generals, 
(hew how far politenefii and humanity may be 
carried, even amidft the horrors of war» 

Nor was this greatnefs of mind confined to 
the earl of Stair, and the duke of Noailles } the 
duke of Cumberland gave an inftance of equal 
gcnerofity, which ought to be tranfmitted 
to poflerity : it happened that a mufqueteer, 
named Girardau, being dangeroufly wounded, 
wa& brought near the duke's tent ; moft of the 
furgeons being bufy elfewhere, thofe who were 
at hand, were preparing to dreis the duke, who 
was wounded by a ball in the calf of his leg : 
*^ Begin, faid the prince, by dreiEng that French 
*< officer's wound : he is more hurt than I ; 
«< he may perhaps want afliftance ^ I ihall have 
** help enough." 

In other refpe^ts, the lofs of both armies was 
nearly equal ; the allies had two thou fand, two 
hundred and thirty -one men killed and wounded, 
Mccordlnfi to the Englifli account, which feldom 
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iifmini(hes their own lofs, or exaggerates that 
of the enemy. 

The French fuffered a great lofs in rendering 
thembft excellent difpofitions abortive, by the 
faftie precipitate ardour and want of difcipline, 
which formerly occafioned their lofing the battles 
of Poitiers, Creffy, and Agiricourt, The writer 
of this hiftory, faw the earl of Stair at the Hague, 
about fix weeks after the battlef, and took the 
liberty to a(k him his opinion of it. That Ge- 
neral retufned for anfwer : <* I think the French 
^* were guilty of one great fault, and we of two 5 
•* yours was, in not having patience to wait for 
** us ; and ours were, firft in running ourfelves 
** into imminent danger of deftrudlion, and 
** then not taking the proper advantage of our 
« viaory." 

After this a<Ei:ion, a great many French and 
Englilh officers went to Frankfoit, a ncutral 
city, where the emperor faw the earl of Stair, 
and marlhal deNoalllcs, without being able to 
exprefs any other fcntiaients than thofe of pa- 
tience under his misfortunes. 

Marflial de Noailles, however, found the 
emperor labouring under the greateft chagrin, 
without hope, and even deftitute of :he means 
of fupporting his family in that imperial city, 
in v^hich no perfon would advancv^ a penny to 
the diief of the empire. He^ ttet^^ot^^ 'g^^^ 



104 THE AGE OF 

him a bill of credit for 40,000 crowns on the 
king his mafter,who, he was very certain, would 
accept it. — To fuch a fituation was, at this time, 
reduced, the majefty of the Roman empire ! 



CHAP. XI.. 

The firft Campaign of Louis XV. in Flak- 
DERS, and his Succefs. He quits Flanders 
to go to the Relief of Al s a c B, which was 
threatened with an Invafion, while the Prince 
of C o N T I endeavoured to open the PaiTagc 
through the Alps. New . Confederacies. 
The King of Prussia again takes up Arms, 

IT was in thefe dangerous circumftauces, 
in this (hock of fo many kingdoms, in this 
medley and confufion of war and politics, that 
Louis XV. began his firft campaign. The fron- 
tiers on the German fide were guarded with 
much difficulty. The queen of Hungary had 
made the inhabitants of Bavaria and the Upper 
Palatinate, take an oath of fidelity. She caufed 
a memorial to be publiflied in Frankfort, where 
Charles VH. had retired, in which the election 
of this emperor was declared totally null and 
void : fo that he was obliged at laft to declare 
himfelf neuter, as they ftill kept ftripping him 

of 
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of his cftatcs. Projjofals were made to him for 
abdicating and refigning the empire to Francis, 
Grand duke of I'ufcany, hulband of Maria 
Therefa, 

Prince Charles of Lorrain, brother to the 
Grand Duke, formed a lodgment in an iflc 
upon the Rhine, near to Old Brifac. Some 
Hungarian parties penetrated beyond the Saare, ' 
and entered *the frontiers of Lorrain. • The. 
famous partizan, Mentzel, difperfed mani- 
feftos in Alface, in the three bifhoprics, and in 
the county of Burgundy, by which he invited 
the people,, in the name of the queen of Hun- 
gary, to return to their obedience to thehoufe 
of Auftria J he threatened the inhabitants, who 
bad taken up arms, to hang them up after he 
had forced them to cut oflF their own nofes and 
^rs. This piece of infolence, worthy a foldier 
of Attila, though defpicable in itfelf, was a 
proof of his fucceffes.. The Auftrian armies 
threatened Naples, at the time the French and 
Spani/h armies were only in the Alps. The 
Engliflj, victorious by land, reigned likewife ' 
upon the feas. The Dutch were going to de- 
clare themfeives, and promifed to join the Eng- 
lifh and Auftrians in Flanders, But all turned 
out quite contrary, as the king of PrufHa, fa- 
tisfied with being poflefled of Silefia, made a 
feparate peace with the queen of Hungary,- 

■P 5 Louis 
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Louis XV. bore all the burdien of this watfr 
He not only proteded the fr6nder» upon the 
borders of die Rhine and the Mofelle with hl» 
troops, but he even prepared to invade England. 
He fent to Rome for the young prince Charles^ 
Edward, eldeft fon of the pretender, and grand- 
Ion to the unfortunate king James the fecond. 
A fleet of one-^and-twenty fliips^ containing 
twenty^four thoufknd land forces, convoyed 
liim into the Engliih channel. This prince 
had now the firft fight of his promifed king- 
dom ; but a tempeft, and the appearance of a 
fleet of Englifh men of war, rendered dib 
cnterprize fruitlefs. ^ - 

About this time the king fet out for Flanders* 
He had a glorious army, which comte d'Ar« 
genfon, fecretary of war, had taken care to fur- 
nifii with every thing necefiary for the fiegeot 
the field. 

Louis XV. being arrived in Flanders ; the 
Dutch, who had promifed to join the Auftrian 
and Englifh troops, began to be afraid. They 
did not dare to fulfil their promife, but fent 
deputies to the king, inftead of troops againft 
him : while the French took Courtray and 
Menin, in the prefence of thofe very deputies^ 
and the next day furrounded Ypres. 

The prince of Clermont, abbe of St. Ger- 
maiA dc Fr^j cgmnaadcd the principal attadv 

at 
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at the fiege of Ypres . There had not teen" feca 
in France fincc the times of the cardinab Va* 
lette and Sourdi^, a man who had thus united 
the profeffion of arms with that of the churchi 
The prince of Clermont had this permiiSon 
from pope Clement XII. who was of opinion 
that the eccleiiaftical profeiEon, ought to be 
fubordinate to that of war, inthe perfon of the 
great grandfon of the renowned Conde. Thejr 
attacked the covered way in the front of the 
Lower Town, although that cnterprize feemed 
hazardous and premature. Field^marfhal, mar- 
quis de Beaveau, at the head of the grenadiet^ / 
of Bourbon and Royal Cottitds, received- a 
mortal wound, which gave him exceiSve p^in : 
he died, in inconceivable tortures, regretted by 
tiie officers and foldiers as a promiiing General, 
and by all Paris, as a man of fenfe andpi^obity. 
—He faid to the foldiers who carried him off, 
^ Leave me, my friends, to die, and return 
^ to the battle." — ^Ypreis foon capitulated^ on 
which not a moment was loft^ While the 
Itefiegers entered this town, the duke cf Bou- 
flers was taking fort Kenoque ; and while the 
king was afterwards going to take a view of the 
frontieiTs, the prince of Clermont undertook the 
fiege of Fuerne^,. which, in five days time, hung 
out the white flag and fubmitted. The Englifh 
and Auftrian generals^ who commanded on the 

fide 
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iide of BrufTcls, beheld this rapid progrefs with* 
out being sble to flop it. A body of troops, 
under the commsind of marfhal Saxe, which the 
king had ordered to oppofe them, were fo well 
podcd, and covered the fieges fo opportunely 
that their fuccefs was infallible. The allies 
bad not formed any fixed and determined plan 
of operations for the enfuing campaigjn. Thofc 
of the French army were well concerted.— 
Marfbal Saxe, pofled at Courtray, prevented all 
the motions of the enemy, and facilitated the 
operations of the French. A numerous ar- 
tillery which they eafjly drew from Douay, a 
regiment of matrofTes, confifling of near five 
thoufand men, fully officered for conducing a 
fiege, and compofcd of foldicrs a£live and well 
difciplincd > add to thefc, a large body of en- 
gineer8,~-wcre advantages, that nations, uniting 
in hafle to declare war, could not be poflefTed 
of for fome years. Such eflablifhmehts as 
thefc mud be the fruit of time, and coa- 
certcd with regular attention in a powerful 
monarchy. And hence the French have ne- 
cellarily the fupcriority in ficgcs, over other 
nations. 

In the niidfl of this progrefs, news arrived 
that the Auflrians had pafTcd the Rhine on the 
' fide of Spire, in fight of the French and Ba- 
varians, that they had entered Alface^ and that 

the 
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the frotitieri of Lorrain lay expofed to t\\c\n^ 
TbU newi wa« not dire&ly believed, but nothing; 
wai more certain. Prince Charles, by making 
feveral feints in different places at once, fuc- 
ceeded, at 'length, on that fide where count 
SeckendofF commanded the fiavariaiis, the Pa*- 
latines,, and Heflians, allies in the fervicc of 
France* 

The Auftrian army, to the number of about 
fixty thoufand men,pntcrcd Alfacc without any 
rcfiftance. Prince Charles, in one hour, made 
himfclfmafter of Lautcrbourg, a poft weakly 
fcrtified, but of the utmoft importance. He 
ordered general Nadafti to advance to WcfTcn- 
bourg, an open town ; the garrifon of wbicK 
were obliged to furrendcr priibncrs of war, lie 
put a body of ten thoufand men into the town, 
and the lines furrounding it. MarlhaL Coigny, 
who commanded in thefe quarters, an intrepid, 
difcreet, modeft General, celebrated for two 
vi£loriesin Italy in the war of 1738, feeing his 
communication with the French was cut off, 
and that the province of Meflin, and all Lorrain 
was falling a prey to the Auflrians and Hun- 
garians, had no other rctnircc left, than to juft 
by 'the enemy's troops to rc-cntcr Alface, and 
cover the country. He marched immediately 
with the major part of his army to Wcflcnbourg, 
of which the enemy had, in the mean time, pof* 

felTed 
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fefled themrdves. He attacked Attn in the 
towns and in the lines ; the Auftrians defended 
both wilth courage. They fought in the fqtiares 
and in the ftreets, which were foon covered with 
the flain. The aftion lafted fix hours : the Ba*- 
varians, who had very indifferently guarded Ae 
Rhine, repaired their negligence by their va- 
lour. They were, above all, encouraged by 
the count of Mortagne, at that time lieutenant- 
general in the fervice of the emperor, who re- 
ceived no lefs than ten muiket-fhots in his 
clothes. The marquis of Montal led on the 
French, who, at length, retook the town and 
the lines, but were foon forced, by the arrival 
of the whole Auftrian army, to retire towards 
Hagenau, which they were alfo obliged to aban- 
don. The flying parties of the enemy puihed 
feveral leagues beyond the Saare, and fpread 
terror even to Luneville, from which king 
Staniflaus Leziniky was forced to depart with 
all his court. 

At the news of this reverfe of fortune, which 
the king heard at Dunkirk, he did not hefitate 
on the part he ought to take : he refolved to 
interrupt the courfe of his fuccefs in Flanders, 
to leave marfhal Saxe with about forty thoufand 
men to preferve what he had taken^ and to 
haften himfelf todic relief of Alfaee. 

After 
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After having difpatched piarfhal Noailles 
before him, he knt the duke of Harcourt with 
ibme trQops,to guard the ftreights of Phalfbourg, 
and prepared to marcK himfelf at the head of 
twcntj-fix battalions, and three-and-thirty 
iquadrons. This refolution of his majefty in 
his firft campaign, revived the drooping fpirits 
of the provinces, alarmed by the pafiage of the 
Khine^ and, flilL more fo, by the preceding 
unlucky campaigns in Germany* 

The king took his route by Saint Quintin, 
la Fere, Laon^ and Rheims^ marching his troops 
with all expedition, and appointing their ren^ 
dezvous at Metz. During this march he aug-* 
mentcd the foldiers pay and fubfiftence, a cir-^ 
Cumftance which increafed the love of his fub« 
jeds. He arrived at Metz the fifth of Augufr^ 
und on the feventh, tidings came of an event 
which changed the whole face of affairs, comT 
pelled prince Charles to repats the Rhine^ 
lefiored the emperor, to his dominions, and re- 
duced the jqueen of Hungary to a more perilous 
iiXuation than any £he had yet experienced. 

One would imagine that this prince/^ ha4 
nothing ta fear from the king of Pruffia, aftef 
the peace of Breflaw>efpectally after a defenfive 
alliance concluded the fame year^ betwixt tha^ 
prince and the king of SiA^aa^* But the qtueejp ^ . 
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of Hungary, England, Sardinia, Saxony, and 
Holland, beiftg united againft the emperor 
by the treaty of Worms j the northern powers, 
^nd particularly Ruffia, having beenftrongly 
folicited to come into this alliance, and the 
fuccefs of the queen of Hungary's, arms in- 
creafing daily in Germany ; from this fituation 
of the affairs of Europe,, it was plain, that, 
fooner or later, the king of Fruffia had every 
thing to fear. In a word, he had renewed 
his engagements with. France; the treaty had 
been fecretly. figned the fifth of April; and 
afterwards a ftri(9: alliance had been concluded 
at Frankfort, between the king of France, the 
emperor, the king of Pruffia, the cleftor Pa*» 
latine, and the king of Sweden, in quality of 
landgrave of Heffe. Thus the fecret union of 
Frankfort was a counterpoife to the proje<Sls 
of the union^ of Worms, fo that one half of 
Europe was excited againft the other, and, on 
all fides, they exhaufted every refource of policy 
and war. 

Marfhal Schmettau came, on the part of 
]f ruffia, to inform "the king of P>ance that his 
new ally was marching towards Prague, with 
an army of fourfcore thoufand Pruffians, and 
that twenty-two thoufand mere, were ad- 
vancing into Moraviat- 
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This powerful diverfion^ in Germany, the 
eonquefts of the king in Flanders^ and his 
march to Alface, had diffipated the appre^* 
henflons of the French, when they were 
feized with a panic of a different naturt, 
which fpread general confternation, terror 
and difmay, tbroughoat the whole kingdooL 
of France. 
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CHAP. XIU 

The King <tf Fft akce is at the Point of Deathw 
He recovers and marches iirtoG«i.MANy ^ 
lays Siege to Fribovro, while the Aaftrian 
Army, which had penetrated into Alsace^ 
returns to the Relief ofBoHBMiA. The 
Prince of C o n t i gains a Battle in It a ly. 

TH £ day te-deum was fung in Metz« for 
the taking of Chateau-dauphin, the king 
felt fome fymptoms of a fever. This was the 
eighth of Auguft : his iUnefs increafed, and the 
fever turned to the malignant or putrid kind, 
and on the fourteenth, in the night, he was 
judged to be in imminent danger. His con* 
ilitutionwas robuft, and fortified by exercife; 
but the beft conftitutions are moft fubje^ to 
to fink under thefe diforders, becaufe they have 
ilrength enough to fupport the firft attacks, 
and to accumulate, for fome days, the principles 
of adifeafe,which they refilled in the beginning. 
This event fprcad fear and diftraftion from town 
to town ; the people flocked together from all 
the country about Metz ; the roads were filled 
with peribns of all ages and conditions, who. 
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hy tbeir different reports^ increafed the general 
inquietude. 

The news of the king^s danger reached Paris 
in the middle of the night ; the inhabitants rofe 
from theit beds, and ran about in great diforder^ 
without knowing whither they went, — ^The 
churches were opened^ though at midnight, 
nor did the people any longer regard the time 
of fleeping, waking, or eating.— -All Paris 
ftenaed diftra£^ed, and the houfes of people of 
condition were furrounded with a continual 
croud. The public fquares were alfo crouded 
by the populace, who all cried out, << If he 
«< dies, 'tis for having marched to our relief.'' 
Even ftrangers accofted and interrogated one 
another in the churches on a fubje^l in which 
every one was fo deeply interefted. In many 
churches, the priefts, who read prayers for the 
king's recovery, interrupted the recital by their 
tears) the people anfwering them with fobs 
and cries. The courier, who brought the news 
ef the king's recovery to Paris on the 19th, wai 
embraced, and almoft ftiilcd by the people : 
they kifled his horfe, and led him in triumph 
about the ftreets ; all which refounded with 
the joyful cry of The King it recovered I When 
this monarch was informed of thefe uncommon 
tranfports of joy, which fucceeded the general 
forrow^ he melted into tears, and tiAfvtv^VCvccv-. 
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£elf up, through an emotion of fenfibility which 
gave him ftrength, cried out, ** What a plc»- 
^ Aire it is to be thus beloved ! What have 
•* I done to deferve it ?" 

Such are the people of France ; fufceptible 
«ven. to enthufiafm,. and capable ot any excefs 
in their afiedions as well as in their refent- 
ments ! 

The archdutcliefsyfpoufe to Charles prince 
of Lorrain, died about this time at BrufTels, in 
a very deplorable manner ♦. She was greatly 
and juftly beloved by the people of Brabant; 
but thofe people are not fo paffionate in their 
attachments as the French- 
Courtiers are not like common people. — The 
danger of Louis XY^ excited among them, 
even mpre difputes and- intrigues than pre-* 
vailed when Louis XIV* was upon the point 
of death at Calais. His grandfon found their 
effecas in Metz. At the very time when they 
hourly expeded his death,, they troubled him 
with the moft impertinent overtures, infpired^ 
as they pretended, by the moft religious mo- 
tives ', though as contrary to reafon, a& void 
of humanity : but heefcaped the fnarcs of death 
as well as thofe of his courtiers, 

• Said to have fallen a facrificc, in child-birth, to the 
unlkilfullneis of her midwife. 

He 
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He had no fooncr perfeftly recovered his 
underftanding, than he reflefted in the midft 
of his own perfonal danger, on that into which 
prince Charles, bv his paflage over the Rhine, 
had thrown all France. He had marched with 
no other defign than that of attacking that 
prince ; but, having fent marflial Noailles in 
his place, hefaid to count d'Argenfon, ^ Write 
^ in my name to marfhal Noailles, and tell him, 
** that while Louis XIIL was carried to his 
** grave, the prince of Conde gained a battle.** 
The French, neverthelefs, vvith great difficulty, 
cut off part of the arrear guard of prince Charles, 
who retired in good order. This prince, who 
had pafled the Rhine in fight of the French 
troops, repaffed with little lofs, in the face of a 
Superior army. The king of Pruffia complained, 
that they had thus let an enemy efcape, who was 
coming againft him. Thi^was an opportunity 
luckily milled : theJllnefsof the king of France ; 
the delays occafioned in the n^arch of his troops ; 
a difficult and fenny -country, which the king 
muft have pafled over to meet the prince, to- 
gether with the precautions he had taken, and 
the bridges he had fecured j in fliort, every thing 
facilitated this retreat, in which he loft not even 
a magazine. 

Having now repaffed the Rhine with full 
fifty thoufand .men, he marched .towatds the 

Danube 



«ft THE AGE or . 

Danobe and the Elbe, with incredible ezpe- 
difion,aiKl after baving peaetrated into France 
as £urastbegatcsof Scrafbourg) bewent, a fc- 
coad timey to deliver Bobcmia* But the king 
of PntflU advanced tonrards i^rague, which he 
inveftcd die 4A of September ; and, what ap- 
peared very ftrange, general Ogilvy, who dc- 
Icnded it with fifteen thoufand men, furrcndered 
bimfelf, in ten days after, with his whole gar** 
rifon, prifoners of war. This was the lame go* 
Yernor, who, in 174X9 furrendered the town in 
fiiil le(s time, when it was Aoriaed by the French. 

An army of fifteen thoufand men made pri- 
ibners of war, the capital of Bohemia taken, the 
reft of the kingdom fubmiting in a few days 
after, Moravia invaded at the fame time, the 
French army entering again into Germany, and 
the fuccefs in Italy : all gave hopes that the grand 
quarrel of Europe was going to be decided ia 
favour of the emperor Charles VII. 

Louis XV. though not pctfe£tlj recovered^ 
refohred uponbrfieging Fribourg m September, 
and accordingly marched his troops for that 
purpofe. He pafled the Rhine In his turn ; and 
to ftrengthen his hopes of fuccefs upon his ar« 
rival at Strafbourg, he received the news of ft 
vidor)' gained by the prince of Conti. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Battle of Com. The Condua of the 
KiogofFftANCE. TheKingof Naples. 
fuq>rized near Rome. 

TO make a defcent into the Milanefe, it 
is necsSzry to take the town of Coni^ 
and, therefore^ the infant Don Phih'p and the 
jprince of Conti befieged it* The king of Sar- 
dinia attacked them in their lines with a fu- 
perior army, and nothing could be better con- 
certed than the enterprife of this monarch. It 
was one of thofe oceafions cm which it was 
politic to give battle. If he proved conqueror^ 
the French would have but few refources, and 
a retreat was extremely difficult ; if he was con-^ 
quered, the town would not have been in a worft 
condition to defend itfelf at this advanced fea- 
fon, and his retreat was fecured. The difpo** 
iition of his troops was the moft artful that ever 
was made ; he was neverthelefs defeated. The 
French and Spaniards fought as allies refolved 
effe&ually to affift each other, and as rivals for 
fame. The king of Sardinia loft near five thou- 
faad men, with the field of battle. The Spa- 
niards loft only nine hundred men, and the 

French 
z 
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French had one thoufand, iwo hundred killed 
and wounded. The prince of Conti, who aScd 
the foldier as wdl as th6 general, had his cuirafs 
pierced twice, and two horfes killed under him. 
He mentioned nothing of this in his letter to the 
king, but he enlarged on the wounds of Me/fieurs 
de 1^ Force, de Scnneterre, and de Chavelin ^ 
'on the fignal fcrvices of Monfieur de Courton, 
thofcof MeiTrs. de Choifel, de Chala, de Beau« 
preau,and all who had feconded him, requeuing 
rcwarJs for their fcrvices. This hiflory would 
be but a mere chronicle, if we were to relate 
all thofe meritorious 'anions, which, by be- 
coming common, arc loft in their multiplicity. 
But yet, this new viftory was in the number 
of thofe, which occafion great loflcs without 
producing any real advantages to the conquerors. 
Above one hundred and twenty battles have been 
fought in Eurcpe, fincc the year i6co, and 
among them all, ten only were dccifive : thus 
hath blood been idly fpilt on account of political 
interefts, which vary every day. This victory 
at lirft infpired confidcaicc, which foon changed 
into defpair : the rigour of the feafon, the melt- 
ing of the fnow, the overflowing of the Sture, 
and the torrents from the mountains, were more 
ufeful to thw Ling of Sardinia than the victory 
of Coni was to the infant and the prince of 
Conti. Ti.c two latter , lYvQiciot^^v^^^obli^ 

\a 
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to raifc the fiege, aAd to repafs the mountains 
with a» army verjr much weakened. It is almoil 
always the lot of thofc who make a campaign 
«ear the Alps, if they have not the matter of 
Piedmont on their fide, to lofe their troops even 
by their viftories. 

The king of France, in this wet feafon, lay 
tefore Fribourg : the befiegers were obfiged to 
turn the courfe of the river Treifen, and to 
.open a canal twothoufand fix hundred toifes in 
length ; but fcarce was it finiihed, when a dyke 
broke, and their work was to do over again. 
They laboured under the fire of the cattle of 
Fribourg, and it was neceffary to fet open two 
branches of the river at once. The bridges . 
"built upon the new canal, were alfo damaged 
by the torrent from the broken dyke. Thefe 
they repaired in one night, and the next day 
pufhcd on for the covered-way over the enemy's 
mines, and in the face of a continual fire of 
mufquetry and artillery. Five hundred men 
were buried in the earth, killed or wounded. 
Two whole companies were dcftroyed by the 
explofionof the mines in the covered- way, and 
the next day they compleatly drove out the 
enemy, in fpite of th« bombs, ttones and gra- 
nades, with which they made a conttant and 
terrible havock. They had fixteen engineers 
in thefe two attacks, every one of whom was 
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wounded . A ftone ftruck the prince de Soubifei 
and broke his arm ; of which, as Toon as the 
king was informed, he went to fee him, re- 
peating his vifits, and (laying to fee his wounds 
drefled. This tendernefs in the monarch greatljr 
encouraged the whole army ; — the foldicrs re- 
doubled their ardour in following the duke de 
Chartresi, now duke of Orleans, and firft prince 
of the blood, who led them on to the trenches. 

General Damnitz, gorernor of Fribour^did 
not hang out the white flag until the fixth of 
November, two months after the opening of 
the trenches : the reflftance of the caftle lafted 
only feven days. The king, wlio was now 
mailer of Brifgau, commanded all Suabia, while 
the prince of Clermont, on his part, was ad* 
vanced even to Conflance ; the emperor being 
returned at lad to Mutlich. 

Affairs in Italy alfo took a favourable turn, 
although very flowly. The king of Naples 
purfued the Auflrians, conducted by the prince 
of Lobkowitz,.upon the territories of Rome. 
Every thing was to be expeded in Bohemia 
from the diverfion to be made by the king of 
Pruffia ; but, by one of thofe reverfes of for- 
tune, fo common in this war, prince Charles of 
Lorrain drove the Pruflians out of Bohemia, as 
he had driven tUc French in 1742 and 1743; 
the Pruflians committing the fame blunders, and 

retreating 
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Retreating in the mahner with which they had 
reproached the French, They abandoned fuc- 
ceffively all the pofts which fecured Prague ; 
and, at laft, were even obliged to abandon 
Prague itfelf. 

^ Prince Charles, who had paffed the Rhine in 
fight of the French army, paffed the Elbe the 
fame year in the fight of that of the king of 
Prufiia, which he followed almoft to Silcfia. 
•His detached parties went up to the gates of 
fireflau ; and it was at length doubted whether 
the queen of Hungary, who appeared in the 
month of June to be totally undone, would not 
begin the war again at Silefia in the month of 
-December in the fame year. Nay, it was ap- 
prehended, that the emperor, who had re;-entered 
h^s defolate capital, would be obliged to abandon 
it again. 

All Germany was the fubjeft of revolution, 
and ofpolitical intrigue. The icings of France 
and iingland alternately purchafed partifans in 
the empire. Auguftus, king of Poland and 
eleSor of Saxony, fold himfelf to the Englifh 
for one hundred and fifty thoufand guineas per 
annxrai. If every one was aftonifhed that in 
thefe circumftances a king of Poland and elector 
of the empire, was obliged to receive th is money, 
they were more fo, that England was in a con- 
dition to give it, after having given five hun- 
G 2 dred 
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dred thoufand guineas the fame ^ year to die 
queen of Hungary, two hundred thoufand to 
the king of Sardinia, beiides paying fubfides to 
the eledlor of Mentz, and to the eledlor of Co- 
logne, brother to the emperor, who received 
twenty-two thoufand guineas of the court of 
London, for permitting the enemies of his bro* 
ther to raife troops againfthim in hisbilhopria 
of Cologne, Munfter, Ofnaburg, Ildefheim, 
Paderborn, and their abbeys; for he had ac- 
cumulated to himfelfall thefe ecclefiaftical be- 
iiefices, according to the cuftom of Germany^ 
and not according to the rules of the Church. 
His felling himfelf to the Engliih wasnot verj 
honourable, but he always believed, that an 
emperor, created by France, oould not fupport 
himfelf, and therefore facriiiced the interefts of 
his brother to his own. 

Maria Therefa had in Flanders a formidable 
army, compofed of Germans, of Englifh, and 
of the Dutch, who, at length, declared them- 
felves after a long neutrality. 

French Flanders was defended by marihal 
Saxe, whofe army was lefs in number by twenty 
thoufand men, than that of the allies. But this 
General had recourfe to thofe military refources 
which neither depend on fortune, nor the valour 
of troops :— to camp aud decamp at propa 

times i 
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thnes ; to cover his own country ; to maintain 
his army at the expence of the enemy ; to invade 
their country when they advance on his, and 
force them to retreat ; to render force ufelefs, 
by means of artifice, — thefe are regarded as 
mafter-pieces in the art military; and thefe 
inarfhal Saxe put in practice from the month 
of Auguft to tht beginning of November. 

The difputes about the Auftrian fucceffion 
increafed daily ; the fate of the emperor grew 
more uncertain ; the intercftsof the contending 
parties grew more complicated, and the fuccefs 
of their arms reciprocaK 

It is true that this war fecretly enriched Ger- 
many, at the fame time that its country was 
laid wafte : the money of France, diffipated with 
ib much profufion,. remained in the hands of ^ 
Germans, and, in the end, rendered this ex- 
tenfive country more opulent, and confequently^ 
fometime or other,, more powerful, if ever it 
could be reunited under one chief. 

It was not thirs with Italy, whichy bcfides, 
tahnot raife a confiderable force, like Ger- 
many, in a loi^ fpace of time. France fent 
into the Alps but forty-two battalions and 
thirty-three fquadrons ; which, the troops 
being as ufual incomplete, amounted in the 
whole only to twenty-fix thoufand men. The 
G 3^ infant's. 
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infant's army amounted to near the fame numbcc 
in the beginning of the campaign^ and both of 
them, fo far from enriching a foreign country, 
drew almofl all their fubfiilence from the pro- 
vinces of France. With regard to the ter- 
tories of the pope, on which prince Lobkowiti^ 
the Auilrian general, waapofted with. tlie major 
part of thirty thoufand men,, they were rather 
impoveriihed than enriched by them. This 
part of Italy foon became a fcene of blood in 
the vaft theatre of war, which extended itfelf 
from the Danube to the Tiber. 

The armies of the queen of Hungary were 
upon the point of conquering the kingdom of 
Naples in the months of March^ April, and 
May 1 744. JEver firwre th.e month- of July, the 
Neapolitan and Auftrian armies were fighting 
on the territories of Rome. The king of Na- 
ples, and the duke of Modena were in Velletri, 
formerly capital of the Volfci, now inhabited 
by the deans of the Holy College. The king 
of the Two Sicilies occupied the palace of 
Gcnetti, an edifice of great magnificence and 
tafte. The enterprize of prince ^Ltpbkowitz 
at Velletri, turned out like that of prince Eu- 
gene at Cremona in 1702 ; for hiftory is only 
a detail of the fame events repeated with fon)C 
variation. Six thoufand Aultrians entered Vel* 

letri 
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letri in the middle of the night ; cut to-pieces 
the great guard ; killed thofe who made refi- 
itance^ and made priforiers of thofe who did 
not. The cocfternation and alarm was uni- 
verfal : the king of Naples and the duke of 
Modena, wcfi&.ii> danger of being taken : the 
marquf* de THoj^ital, ambaflador of France to 
the court of Naples, who accompanied the king, 
awakened hy the noife, fled to his affiftanceand . 
faved him. He was no fooner gone from his 
houfe, than it wa& filled with foldiers, plundered 
and ranfacked* The king, followed by the 
duke of Modena^ and the ambafTador, went to 
put himfelf at the head of the troops without 
the town. The Auflrians diftributed them- 
felves in the houfes, and general Novati took 
pofieffioa of the dtdce of Modena's^ 

Whilfl the Auflrians were thus bufy in pil- 
laging and rejoicing in their fecurity, the fame 
thing happened as at Cremona. The Walloon 
guards, an Irifh regiment,, and fome Swifs, re- 
pulfed them, flrewed the flfcets with dead, and 
retook the town» Prince Lobkowitz was, a 
kw days after, obliged to retire towards Rome : 
the king ^of Naples purfued him ; the prince 
made towards one gate of the town, and the 
king to another ; both of them paffed theTiber, 
and the people of Rome had the fight of both 
G 4 armies 
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armies from the ramparts. The king was well ' 
received at Rome, under the title of the count 
of Pouzolles : his guards were under arms in 
the ftreets, while he was kifling the pope's toe j 
and the two armies continued the war upon 
the territories of Rome, which gave thanks to 
heaven that the ravages of war were confined 
to its campagnia. 

In a word; it is plain that Italy was the 
grand point in view at the court of Spain ; that 
Germany was a moft delicate objeft with re- 
Ipeft^'to the conduftof the court of France, and 
that, on both fides, fuccefs was as yet wholly 
dubious* 



CHAP. 
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C H A ?• XIV. 

ThetakingpfMARSHALBELLEiSLE. The 
Emperor Charles VIL dies; but the 
War is carried oli' with more Vigour from 
• this Events 

i 

THE king of France immediately after the 
taking of Fribourg returned to Paris,, 
where he was received as the avenger of his 
country, and as a father whom they had been 
fearful of lofing. He remained three days there 
to (hew himfelf to the inhabitants, who, by 
this z€t of condefcenfion, thought themfelves 
fufficiently rewarded for their zeal. 

The king, intending always to fupport the 
emperor, had fent marihal Belleifle to Munich, 
to Caflel, and into Silefia, charged with full 
powers from him to the emperor. This Ge- 
neral was on his return from Munich, the im- 
perial reficlence, with the count his brother : 
they "had been at Caflel, and followed their 
toute, without any fufpicion, through countries 
in which the king of Pruffia had every where 
poft^houfes,-which, by conventions eftablifhed 
between the princes of Gcuaaiv^v w^ -a^NHv^v. 
G 5 i^"^\^^ 
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regarded as neuter and inviolaWc. As they 
were taking horfes from one of thefe offices, 
in a village called Elbinrode, belonging to the 
eledlor of Hanover, they were arretted by the 
Hanoverian bailiff, very- ill ufed, and in a little 
time after fent over to England. The duke of 
Belleifle was a prince of the empire, and by this 
dignity, the arreft might be looked on as a vio- 
lation of the privileges of the college of princes. 
In former times, an emperor would have re- 
venged the illegality of this proceeding ; but 
Charles VII. reigned at a time when every 
thing might be attempted againft him, and he 
had no remedy but complaints. The French 
minifter pleaded at once all the privileges of 
ambafladors, and the rights of war : if mar(hal 
Belleifle was regarded as prince of the empire^ 
and minifter of the king of France, going to 
the Pruflian and Imperial courts, as neither of 
thefe were at war with Hanover, it was very 
certain that his perfon was inviolable : if he 
was confidered as a general and marfhal of 
France, the king of France offered to pay his, 
and his brother's ranfom, according to the re^ 
gulation eftabliihed at Frankfort the i8th of 
June 1743, between France and England. The 
ranfom of a marfhal of France is fifty thoufand 
livres, and that of a lieutenant-general fifteen 
iboufs^nd. The auniftti o( Q^t^ \V« ^VoidAd 
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Aefe preifing remonftrances with aftrange and 
unheard-of evafion : he declared that he re- 
garded Meflrs, de Belleifle as prifoners of ftate. 
They were treated with the moft diftinguiflied 
attention, according to the maxims of molt of 
the courts of Europe, who foften the injuftice 
of policy, and the cruelty of war, by even fe- 
ducing external a£b of humanity. 

The emperor Charles VII. fo little refpefted 
in the empire, and having in it no other fupport 
than the Icing of Pruflia, (who was at this 
time purfued by prince Charles) — under ap- 
prehenfions that the queen of Hungary would 
force him once more to abandon Munich, his 
capital, — feeing himfelf the fport of fortune, 
and borne down with difcafes,. which his cha- 
grin increafed exceedingly, — at length funk 
beneath their accumulated weight, and died at 
Munich on the 20th of January, r745, aged 
forty-feven years and fix months — cleaving this 
leflba to the world : that the fummit of human 
grandeur may be the pinacle of calamity. He 
had only been unfortunate fince he became 
emperor : nature, from that moment, had been 
nore cruel to him than fortune. A compli-* 
cation of painful diforderfr rendered his mis« 
fortunes more violent by his corporal fufFerings j 
and they jointly carried him to the grave. He 
was afflided with the gout wdftoM \ Vwx^Vv^^v^ 
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lungs, and ftomach were found gangrened; 
alfo ftones in his kidneys, and a polypus in his 
hearty fo that it was imagined he could not 
have enjoyed a moment's eafe for fome time 
paft. Few princes had better qualities : they 
ferved only to heighten his unhappinels : and 
this unhappinefs arofe from his having taken 
upon himfelf a burthen he was unable to bear. 

The body of this unfortunate prince was ex- 
pofed, drefled in the ancient Spanilh fafhion ; 
an etiquette eftabliihed by Charles V. although 
fincehim no emperor has been a Spaniard, nor 
had Charles VII. any connexion with that na- 
tion. He was interred according to the cere- 
monies of the empire j and in this parade of hu- 
man vanity and mifery, they carried the |jlobc 
of the worW in procefEon before him, who, 
during the fliort courfc of his reign, could not 
kicp poflefSon even of one fmdl unfonunate 
province ; they gave him alfo, in fome refcript?, 
the title of invincible, a title given by ancient 
^uflom to the imperial dignit)' ; and which 
only ferved to give him a deeper fcnfe of hi^ 
misfjl^rtunes. 

It was believed the caufc of the war no longer 

cxifting, peace might be reftored to Europe. 

The empire could not be ofFcrcd to the fon of 

Charles VII. who was only feventeen years of 

2ge. Germany ftaltere4*\xfc\i xV?x>5ttfc c^«wvq£ 
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Hungary would be inclined to peace, as a fure 
means of placing her hufband, the Grand 
Duke, on the Imperial throne \ but fhc was 
refolved to feat him in it ; and, at the fame 
time^ to continue the war^ 

The Englifh miniftry who gave the law to- 
its allies, fmce it furnifhed them with money, 
and wh6 paid at once the queen of Hungary ;. 
the king gf Poland, and the king of Sardinia^ 
thought there was fomething to lofe by a treaty 
with France, and fomething to ^in ty the 
force of arms. 

This general war was continued^ merely be- 
caufe it was begun :. the object was not the- 
iamc as in its origin. It was one of thofe dif- 
cafes, which, in their progrefs^ change their 
charafter, Flanders, which was fpared before 
1744, was now become the principal dieatre of 
war, and Germany was rather an obje£l for the 
cxer9ife of the politics o£ France, than for mi- 
litary operations. The French miniftry, who 
wifhed always to appoint the emperor, caft 
their eyes on Auguftus.Il. king of Poland and 
eleSor of Saxony, who was in the Englilh pay ;. 
but France was not quite in a condition to 
make fuch an ofFer^ The Imperial throne was 
a dangerous acquifition for any one who did not 
poflefs Auftria and Hungary. The court of 
France was refufed : the de&ot ol ?^Miwcv>i tv€v- 
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filer dared to accept this honour, recede firoift 
the Englifh, nor difpleafe4iie q^ueen. He wat 
the fecond eleSor of Saxony wkQ_had refufed 
to be emperor. 

There remained to France no other refource 
but to expe(3 from the fate of arms^t^the decifion 
of fo many different interefts. which had varied 
fo often, and in all their variations had con- 
fiantly kept all Europe ia alarm. 

The new ele£tor of Bavaria,. Maximilian 
Jofeph, was the third, from father to fon, 
whom France had fuppored. France had caufcd 
the grandfather to be re-eftabliihed in his do- 
minions. She had given the empire to the fa- 
ther, and her monarch, now made a frefh effort 
to afliil the young prince. Six thoufand Hcf* 
fians in his pay ; three thoufand Palatines, and 
thirteen battalions of Germans, which. had. beea 
for a long time in the French fervice, wcoe 
already joined to the Bavarian troops, which, 
were always in the king's pay. 

That fo many fuccours might be efficaciou9, 
it was neceflary that the Bavarians ihould 
help themfelves, but their deftiny was to fall 
under the Auftrians j they defended the entry 
into their country fo badly, that in the b^in- 
ning of April the new elector was obliged to 
abandon the fame capital, that his fither had 
been b often oblige to <v^t% Thin ousAirtune 
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of his houfe forced him, in the end, to apply 
tvcn to Maria Thcrefa^ to renounce the aU 
liance. of France, and to receive Englifli moneys, 
vith the reft of the allies. 

The king of France, abandoned by thofe for 
whom he had begun the war, was obliged to 
continue it, only witl\ a view to put an end to 
it ; a melancholy fituation which expofes the 
fubje6ts, and does nQt promife them any uw 
demnification. 

' The courfe he took, was to ftand on his 
defence iu Italy and in Germany,, and to adt 
always offenfively in Flanders, the ancient feat 
of the war ; and there was not a fingle field. 
in this province but was fprinkled with blood*. 
An army towards the Maine, hindered the Au.- 
ftrians fromai^ing againft the king of Pruffia^, 
then the ally of France, with fupsrior forces^ 
Marfhal Mallebois was gone from Germany 
to Italy ; and the prince of Conti was charged 
with the war on the fide of the Maine, which?' 
was of a different kind from that he carried oa 
in the Alps, 

The king refolved to finifh, in perfon, the 
conquefts in Flanders, which he had interrupted 
the preceding year. He had marxied the dau;< 
phin, in the month of February,, to the fecond 
infanU of Spain 3 and this young prince^who 
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was but'juft turned of ftxtecn, prepared tb 
accompany his father, in the banning of 
May. 



CHAP. XV. 
The Siege of TouitNAV. The Battle of 

FONTENOY. 

MARSHAL Saxe was already in Flanders, 
at the head of an army compofed of one 
hundred and fix. complete battalions, and one 
hundred and feventy-two fquadrons. Tournay, 
the ancient capital of the French dooiains ia 
Flanders, was already invefted ; it was the 
Ihongeft place of the whole barrier : the town 
and citadel was likewife one of the maflcr- 
pieces of Monf. Vauban ; for there was fcarce 
a town in all Flanders to which Louis XIV. 
had not built fortifications. 

As foon as. the States Gereral of the Seven 
Provinces learned that Tournay was in danger, 
they fent word, it was neceflary to hazard a 
b?.ttle for the defence of the town. Thefc 
Republicans, in fpite of their circumfpection, 
were at that time the firft to take bold rcfo- 
iutions. On the fifth of May, the aUies 

xcacched 



LOUIS XV. 13; 

marched towards Cambron, within fevcn leagues 
of Tournay. The king fet out from Paris with 
the dauphia on the fixth. The king's aid-de- 
camp, and the minions of his fon, accompanicdi 
them. 

^ The principal force of the enemy's army was. 
• twenty battalions, and twenty-fix Englifh fqua- 
drons, under the command of the young duke 
of Cumberland, who, with his royal father, had 
gained the battle of Dettingen : five battalions 
:ind fixteen Hanoverian {quadrons were joined 
to the Engliflv. 

The prince of Waldeck, (about the age of 
the duke of Cumberland^ impatient tofighalize 
bimfelf, was at the head of forty Dutch fqua- 
drons, and twenty-fix battalions. The Au- 
ftrians had onl^ eight fqaadrons in this army. 
The war was carried on for them in Flanders, 
which had been fo long defended by the arm*, 
and money of England and Holland. But at 
the head of this finall number of Auftrians, was. 
the old general Konigfeg, who had commanded 
againft the Turks in Hungary, and againft the 
French in Italy and Germany. His advice was 
to temper the ardour of the duke of Cumberland, 
and of the prince of Waldeck. This army was 
reckoned to confift of above fifty-five thoufand 
fighting men. The king left about eighteen 
thoufand men before* Tournay, which wena: 

pofted. 
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potted in a line, extending to the field of bottle ^ 
fix thoufand to guard the bridges, and their 
comipunications upon the Tefcaut. 

The army was under the order of a General 
in whom the king had Juflly placed the greatcil 
confidence. Count Saxe had already merited 
his high reput^ion, by his fkilful retreats in 
Germany, and by his ^ampiign of 1744* to 
the pra^cal part, he joined a profound theory^ 
vigilance, and fecrecy, the art of knowing how 
to alter a proje£): in good time, and to execute 
it with rapidity ; prefence of mind, refources^ 
aAd forefight, were talents which he pofiefled 
by the general acknowledgmea^ of all the of- 
ficers ; but then this General was waiting daily, 
by a confumptive diforder, and vras almoil at 
death's door : he was v€9y ill when be iet out 
from Paris for the army. The author of this 
hiftory having met him before his departure, 
could not forbear afking him. How he could 
think of going to the army hardly alive ? to 
which the marfhal. replied, I am not to think 
about living, but going to my duty.. 

The king arriving on the iixth. at Douay, 
went the next day to Pontachin near the efcaut, 
and within the reach of the trenches at Tour- 
nay. From thence he went to reconnoitre the 
ground which was to be the field of battle: 
the whole army, at fight of the king and thedau- 
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phin, gave loud acclamations of joy : the allies 
pafled the tenth and the eleventh in making theic 
laft difpofitions. The king never (hewed more 
gaiety than oa the eve of the battle : the con- 
verfation ran upoa the battles the kings of 
Fcanqe bad been prefeat at : the monarch ob^ 
ferved,, that fioce the battle of Poidiers, na 
king of France had fought in company with his 
fon ; that no one had gained a fignal vidlory 
over the Englifli,, and that he hoped to be the 
firft. He was awakened the firft on the day 
of action ; at fQur a'clock he himfelf called 
up count d'Airgenfon, fecretary at war, whq 
immediately fent to. marfhal Saxe, to. demand, 
bis laft ciders^ The maribal was found in an 
ozier caniage^^whicb^ferved him. for a bed, and 
in which he wa« drawn, whea his, exbaufied 
ftrength obliged him to quit his horfr*. The 
king and his fon had already pafled a bridge 
over the efcaut at Calonne j they went to take 
their poft beyond the gallows de Notre Darne^ 
m the wood, a th.oufimd toifes from this bridge, 
and exadly at the entry of the field of battle. 

The jretin.i|^,of thfi king aad dauphui, which 
compofed a numerous troop, were followed by 
a croud of all forts of people, whom curiofity 
bad excited, and fcine were even mounted into 
treesi to have a view of the battle* 
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By cafting an eye upon the maps^ which are 
very common, any one may at firft fight fee the 
difpofition of the tWo armies. Antoine is dif- 
coverable very near the efcauf, on the right of 
the French army, and at nine hundred toifcs 
from the bridge ofCalonne, by which the kin^j 
and dauphin had advanced. The village of 
Fontenoy, beyond Antoine, was almoft upon 
the fame line ; a narrow fpace, four hundred 
and fifty toifes in length, lying between Fon- 
tenoy and a little wood, called the wood of 
Barri : this wood and villages were planted with 
cannon, like an entrenched ground. IVTarfhal 
Saxe had eftablifhed fome redoubts between 
Antoine and Fontenoy ; others at the extremity 
of the wood of Barri fortified this enclofure. 
The field of battle was only five hundred toifes 
in length, from the place where the king was 
near the village of Fontenoy, quite to the wood 
of Barri, and was little more than nine hundred 
toifes in breadth ; fo that they were to fight 
in an inclofcd ground as at Dettingcn, but in 
a more fortunate hour. 

The General of the French army had pro- 
vided for viiSory, or a defeat. The bridge of 
Calonne, furniflied with cannon, fortified by 
intrcnchments,and defended by fome battalions, 
was to fcrvc for a retreat to the king and the 
(faw^)hiii, in cafe of misfortune^ The reft of 
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tbe army was to have filed ofF to the other bridges 
upon the lower efcaut, beyond Tournajr. 

All the me^ures were taken which could 
mutually affift eacli other, without any danger 
of running counter to any of them. I'he 
French army feemed inacceffible ; for the crofs- 
firc which came from the redoubts of the wood 
oF Barri, and from the village of Fontenoy^ 
barred all approach, Befides thefe precautions, 
they. had placed fix cannon, of fix pounders 
each, on this fide the efcaut, to annoy the 
troops that might atuck the village of An- 
toine* 

At fix in the morning the two armies began 
to cannonade each other. Marfhal Noailles 
was at this time near Fontenoy, and gave an 
account to marflial Saxe of what he had done 
in the beginning of the night to join the village 
of Fontenoy to the firft of the three redoubts, 
between Fontenoy and Antoine. He ferved 
him as firft aid-de-camp, facrificing his jealoufy 
of command, and fubmiting himfelf to a Ge- 
neral, who was a foreigner and a junior officer. 
Marfhal Saxe perceived the force of this mag- 
nanimity, and never was feen fo ftridl an union 
between two perfons, whom the ordinary 
weakneis of the human heart might have 
rendered irreconcilable enemies. 

Marlhal 
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JVIarfhal Noailles embraced the du 
Gramiriont his n^phew^ and they fepj 
^the one to return to the king, and the ot 
his pod, when a cannon ball killed th 
•of Grammont : he wae the firfl vi^ini 
day. 

The Englifh attacked Fontchoy thric 
-Che Dutch prefented themfclves before Ai 
At their fecond attack almoil a whole fq 
-of the latter were cut off by the cannon i 
toine 5 only fifteen men rematncdj and tk 
•landers never ralHed afterwards. 

Then the duke of Cumberland took 
lution, which feemed to fecure him the 
ofthe day : heordered majorgencral Inge 
enter into the wood of Barri, to penetrat< 
redoubt of this wood oppofite Fontcftoy, 
take it^ I-ngolAy marched with the bcfl 
to execute this order : he found in the w 
Barri a battalion of the regiment of a pi 
who were called Graflins, from the' n: 
him who had formed them. Thefe foldi 
advanced into the wood beyond the re 
and lay upon the ground. Ingolfby th 
they were a conliderabic corps, returns 
-duke, and requires fome cannon. T 
vourable monment was thus loft : the 
was amazed atadifobcdicncewhichdifco 
his mcafurcs, and punifhcd him for it aftc 
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htt LT>ridon by'a council of war, called a court 
martial. 

He determined in an inftant to pafs between 
this redoubt and Fontenoy, The ground wai 
fteep J it was neceflary to clear a broken hollow 
road i he was obliged alfo to pafs theiires of Fon'> 
tenoy and of the redoubt. The enterprize was 
faring ; but he was reduced at that time, either 
to lofe the battle, or to attempt thispaflage. 

The Englifli and Hanoverians advanced with 
him almoft without di&rdering their ranks, 
<lniwing their cannon themfelves through the 
foot ways. His highnefs formed them in three 
very dofe lines of four ranks deep, advancing 
between the batteries which were difcharged on 
them, into a piece of ground about four hun- 
dred toifes in breadth. Whole ranks fell on 
the right and left ; they were immediately re- 
cruited, and the cannon which they drew up 
oppofite Fontenoy, and before the redoubts^ 
oppofed the French artillery. In this manner 
they marched fiercely, preceded by fix pieces 
of artillery, and having lifcewife fix others in 
the middle of their lines. 

Oppofite to them they found four battalions 
of French guards, with two battalions of Swifc' 
at their left ; the regiment of Courten at their 
j-ight, thofe of Aubeterre following behind 

them \ 
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them} the king's regiment, which . coveitl 
Fontenoy, extending along a hollow road. 

The ground afcended from the place where 
the French guards were, to that where the 
Englifti were formed. 

The French officers diredly confulted among 
themfclves, and faid one to the other, we mail 
go and take the Engltfli cannon. They mounted 
rapidly with their grenadiers, but they vert 
much aftonifhed to find an army before them. 
The artillery and mufquetry levelled fixty to 
the ground, and the rell were obliged to faU 
back into their ranks. 

In the mean time the EngliOi advanced, and 
this line of infantry, compofed of French and 
Swifs guards, having likewifc upon their right 
the regiment of Aubctcrrc, and a battalion of 
the king's regiment,, approached the enemy. 
"I'hey wore about fifty yards diftancc : a regi- 
ment of Englifli guards, thofe of Campbell, 
and the Royal Scots w^re the firlL Sir Jame^ 
Campbell was their lieutenant-general, the earl 
ofAIbemarle, major-general, and Mr. Churchill, 
natural grand-child of the great duke of Marl- 
horoui^h, their brigadier : the Engliih officers 
faluted the French by pulling oft' their hats. 
l^hc count of Chabanne, and the duke Biron, 
who were advanced, and all the officers of the 
y ranch guards returned them the falute. Lord 
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Charles Hay, captain of the Englifh guards, 
cried, ^* Gentlemen of the French guards, 
•« fire." 

The count d*Anteroche, at that time lieu- 
tenant of the grenadiers, and aftervirards cap- 
tain, replied, in a. high voice, «< Gentleuien, 
** wc never fire firft ; fire yourfelves." Tlic 
Englifh made a running fire at them, that is to 
fay, they fired in divifions, in a manner tha^ one 
battalion of four ranks deep having fire J, ano- 
ther battalion made a dlfchar^e, and afcerwurJs 
a third, while the firft re-charged. 

Theline of French infantry did not fire thus 5 
they confifted of a fingic line of four ranks, at 
a coiifiderable diftancc from each other, and 
not fiipported by any other troops of infantry. 
Nineteen officers of the guards fvll wounded by 
this fingle difcharge : McITieurs de Clinfon, de 
Lmgcy, de la Peyre, loft their lives by it; 
ninety-five foldiers were killed, and two hun- 
dred and eighty-five were wounded ; eleven of 
the 3 wifs officers were wounded, alfo two hun- 
dred and nine foldiers, among which fixcy-four 
tlied on the fpot. Colonel Courten, his leu«i 
tenant-colonel, four officers, and fcventy-fivc 
foldiers were killed -, and fourteen officers, and 
two hundred foldiers were dangerou fly wounded. 
The firft rank thus fwept off, and the three 
others looking behind them, and not feeing but 
H Wife 
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ope regiment of cavalry, at more than three 
hundred toifes diftance, they difperfed. The 
duke of Grammont, their colonel and firftlieu* 
tenant-general, who might have rallied them, 
was killed. Monf, Luttaux, fecond lieutenant- 
general, arrived after they had given way. The 
Englifli advanced flowly as if performing their 
cxercife; the majors with their canes levelling 
the foldiers guns to make them fire low and 
ftrait. They broke in upon Fontenoy and the 
redoubt. This corps which before was in three 
divifions, clofing by the nature of the ground, 
became a long and thick column, almoft im- 
pregnable from its mafs, and more fo by its 
bravery, and advanced towards the regiment of 
Aubeterre. Monf. Luttaux, firft general of the 
army, at the news of this danger, came from 
Fontenoy where he had juft been dangeroufly 
wounded. His aid-de-camp begged him to get 
his wound dreffed, " The king's fcrvice, (an- 
<« fwcrcd Monf, Luttaux) is more dear to mc 
«* than life," He advanced with the duke dc 
Biron at the head of a regiment of Aubeterre, 
which was led on by its colonel of that name. 
Luttaux received at his arrival two mortal 
wounds. The duke de Biron had a horfc 
killed under him. The regiment of Aubeterre, 
loft a great many of its officers and foldiers. 
The duke de BiroU iVv^n, v<\x\v ^Jti^VIvcv^^ w- 
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^iment that he commanded, flopped the march 
of the column by the left flant. A detached, 
battalion of Englifh guards upon this advanced, 
a little towards him, mkde a furious difcharge, 
and retired Icifurely ti replace themfelves at 
the head of the column, which ftill advanced 
{iovvl.y without ever breaking their ranks^ re*, 
pulfing one after another eveiy regiment that 
advanced to them 

This corps kept gaining ground, always clo/e, 
and always firm. Marfhal Saxe, feeing with, 
fortitude the greatnefs of the danger, fent word 
by the marquis de Meuze to the king, that he 
conjured him torepafsthe bridge with the dau- 
phin, and that he would do all in his. power to 
remedy the diforder : ** Oh ! I am very well 
*' affured that he will perform his duty, replied 
*< the king, but I will remain where I am." 

From the moment the P>ench and Swifs 
guards were routed, there was. nothing but 
ailonilhment and confuHon throughout the 
French army. Marfhal Saxe ordered the ca- 
valry to' fall upon the EngliflK The count 
. d'Eflres undertook it ; but the efforts of this 
cavalry were of little effeft againft a body of 
infantry fo united, fo difciplined, and fo in- 
trepid, whofe running-fire conflantly kept up, 
neceflfarily difperfed little feparite corps. It is 
indeed well known that cavalry alonfic^jxfcix^:^^ '* 



n* 
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break through a clofe infantry. Mariha] Saxe 
was in the middle of this fire . he was fo weak- 
ened by his diforder that he could not bear a 
common brcaft-plate ; he wore a fort of buck- 
ler, made of feveral folda of quilted taffecy, 
which refted upon the pommel uf his faddlc. 
He threw down his buckler upon this occafion, 
ami flew to make the fecond line of the cavalry 
advance againft the column. 

All the field officers were in motion : Monf. 
de Vaudreuil, major-general of the army, went 
trom the right to the left, Monf. de Puifegur, 
Mcflrs. de Saint Sauvcur, de Saint Ucorgc, 
and dc Meziere, deputy quarter- maftcns, were 
kll wounded. The count dc Longaunai, aiJ- 
major- general, was killed. It was in thefe at- 
tacks that the chevalier d'Achc, lieutenant- 
general, hud his foot fhattcred to pieces : after 
which he came to rc|K>rt the fituation of affiiirs 
to the king, and converfcd with him a long 
time, without giving the Icaft ftgn of the pains 
he felt, till at lad he fainted away. 

The more the Englifli column advanced, the 
deeper it formed, and was in a condition to re- 
pair the continual loflcs it fufiaincd by fo many 
repeated attacks. The men marched clofc over 
the dead and wounded of both parties, arJ 
feemed to make one finglc corps of about four- 
Iten thoufand men. 
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A great nymber of the cavalry w£fe pulhed 
in diforder clofe to the place where the king was 
with his Ton. Thefe two princes were feparated 
bj the crouds of thofe who fled, and threw 
themfelves^in between them. During this cog* 
fufion, the brigaide 6f the body guards who were 
in referve, advanced of themfelves towards the 
eoemy. The chevaliers de Suzy and de Sau- 
mery were mortally wounded . Four fquadro^s 
of the Qeadarmerie ^rived almoft at this mp^ 
ment frpm Dou^y, ^nd notwithftanding the 
fatigue of a march of feyen leagues, ran towards 
the enemy. All thefe f:orp8 were received lilpe 
the other, with the fame intrepidity ^n^ rufi- 

. f^isxg firf . The youiig count de Chevrier, an 
cnfign, was killed, and on the very day be 

. bad joined )iis cpmps^iy. Tbe chevalio^ de ; 
J\^oin^co, ion to the duke .of V^kntinpi^ wfis 

. wounded in the leg. Monf. de ^juefclin rp- 
Cf^Ivej ajfp a very dangerous wound. T^c 
carbineers gave way, living loft fiK officey*^, 

'^n^d b^d tweaty^one wounded. 

Marfhal Saxe^ who was quite e^h$ufte|j» 
kept ftili on horfeback, in the midft of the firing. 
.He pafled under the front of the En -li(h co- 
lumn, to fee with his own eyes all that pafled 
towards the left,.near the wood of i3arri. They 
m^e the fame manoeuvre there as on the right » 
^iit attempted in vain to break this column. 

' H3 . feij. 



150 THE A«E OF 

'AH the regiments prefented themfelvcs ont 
after the other, and the whole body of the Eng- 
lifli faced them on all fides ; placing their can- 
non properly, and firing by divifions. Thus 
they kept up a perpetual fire, when they were 
attacked, and after the attaclp left ofF firing, and 
remained immoveable. Some regiments of in- 
fantry came once more to annoy thJs column, 
by the fole orders of their commanders. Mar- 
Ihal Saxe faw one of them ; whole ranks of 
Vvhich fell before the enemy, yet the reft flood 
their ground. He was told it was the regi- 
ment des Vaifleaux, commanded by Monf; de 
Guerchl ; " How can it poffibly happen, cricJ 
<^ he, that fudi troops fliould not be vx6b« 
*< rious." 

The regiment of Hainaultfuffered equal lofsj 
their colonel was the fon of the prince of Cnon, 
governor of Tufcany. The father fervcd the 
great duke, — the children, the king of France, 
This young gentleman, t)f whom very great 
hopes were formed, was killed at the head of 
his regiment, and his lieutenant-colonel died 
of his wounds, by his fide. The regiment of 
Normandy advanced, and loft as many officers 
and foldicrs as that of Hainault : it was led en 
by the lieutenant-colonel, Monf. dc Solency, 
whofe bravery the king particularly noticed on 
the field of battle, and recompcnced afterwards 
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by making him a brigadier. Some Irifh bat- 
jtalions ran to attack the column in flank, and 
and their colonel M. Dillon was killed : thus 
f\o corps, no attack had been found fufEcient to 
penetrate this column, and the reafon was, that 
nothing had been done in concert, and all at 
once, but each regiment had z&cd feparately, 

Marfhal Saxerepafled the front of the column, 
which was already advanced above three hun- 
dred paces behind the redoubts of Eu and of 
Fontenoy. He went to fee if Fontenoy ftill 
held out J their bullets were all fpent, and they 
fired only with powder, 

Monf. Brocard, lieutenant-general ofthear- 
. tillery, and many of the officers were killed! 
The marfhal begged count d'Harcourt^ whom 
he then met^ to go and conjure the king to re<- 
tire,and likewifefent orders to countde la Mark, 
who guarded Antoine, to repair to him with the 
regiment of Piedmont ^ the battle appearing to 
be loft without refource. They collefted to- 
gether the cannon from all parts of the country ; 
and they were on the point of taking thofe from 
Fontenoy," although the bullets were arrived. 
The intention of marfhal Saxe was to make^ 
if poffible, a laft effort againft the Englifh co- 
lumn, better directed, and more general than 
the former.. 

H 4 Thia 
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This body of infantry was greatly ni'cakcncd, 
notwitbftanding its depth appearedftill the fame ; 
they were even aftonifbed to find thcmfelves in 
the midft of the French without any cavalry : 
they fcemed to remain immoveable, and no 
longer under oidcrs ; but they kept up a good 
face, and appeared to be mailers of the field of 
battle. If the Dutch had pafled between the 
redoubts, which lay towards Fontenoy and An- 
toine ; if they had given proper ailiftance to the 
Englifh, no refourcc had been left, not even a 
retreat for the French army, nor probably for 
the king and the dauphin. The fuccefs of a 
laH: attack was uncertain : marfhal Saxe, who 
Taw that vidory, or an entire defeat, depended 
upon this final affault, endeavoured to prepaic a 
fure retreat ; he fcnt a fecond order to the count 
de la Mark to evacuate Antoine, and to advance 
to the bridge of Calonne to cover that retreat 
in cafe of a total defeat*. He fent a third 

order 

* Thoie who at their IciiVire resd the a'-counti of tfae 
ancient battles of A rbcUa, of Zama, of Cannx, and of 
Phkifalia, will f.arcely comprcliend the ria:Mre of mo Jet a 
battles. In thofc limes the combaunts clofcd j airows 
wti-e only the prelude j the conteft was who Oiotild pe- 
netr.ite into the oppoiite ranks { ftrength o( bod/, addreh, 
and alcrtncf? were eveiy thing. They interminglcdy and 
a battle conddcd of a multitude of (ingle combats ; in 

vhick 
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wtfcr to the county (fince duke de Lorges) mar- 
king himrefppnfible for the execution of it ; 
the count dc Lorges obeyed with regret, for 
the fuccefe of the day was defpaired of at this 
time. 

A very tumultuous council of war was held 
very near the king, and he wa&intreated in the 
name of the General, and in the name of all 
France, not to expofe himfelf any longer. 

The duke de Richelieu, lieutenant-general » 
and aid-de-camp to the king, arrived at this 
inftant. He had juft been recoimoitring the 
column near Fontenoy. Having alfo rode up 
' and down on all fides, be prefented himftlf, 
out of breath, fword-in-hand, and covered wi^h 
duft. What news do you bring, fays the mar- 
fhal ? What is your opinion ? My news,- re- 
plied the duke de Richelieu, is, " That vicSlory 
*< is in our power ; and my opinion is, that we 
•* (hould prder four pieces of cannon, in ^ in- 
" ttant, to be pointed againft the front of the 
*« column, and that, while the artillery mal^s 
** i^ give way, the king's houfliold, and the 
** other troops fhould furround it : we muft fall 
'* upon it like foragers." The king was the- 
firft who approved this idea. , 

which there was left noife, but nwre flaugfitec; * The 
iuaao&er of %htiDg now is ai^ different as that of forti- 
fyiiig ,ai|d pf att^icJUnjg towDt$. . 

H ^ T^^T^^ 
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Twenty perfons were detached : the duke- 
de Pequigni,. (called afterwards the. duke dc 
Chaunes) went to point the four pieces,.whichi 
were placed diredly oppofue the Engli(h co- 
lumn : the duke de Richelieu rode fiill fpceJ,. 
in the king's name, to order his houfhold to 
march ; he gave this order to Monf.de Mon- 
tcflbn who commanded them : the prince of 
Soubife re-aflcmblcJ his genfdarmcs j the duke 
of Chaunes his light-horfc: all thcfc formed 
tbemfelves and marched ; four fquadrons of the 
genfdarmes advanced on the right of the king's 
houihold i the horfe grenadiers were at the head, 
under Monf. de Grille their captain j the muf- 
quetcers,. commanded by Monf. dc Jumillac, 
quickly joined them. 

Ill this important moment,. count d'Eu, and 
the duke of Biron at the right, faw with regret 
the troops at Antoine quit their poft, according 
to the pofitive order of marfhal Saxe. " I will 
♦* bcanfwcrable for their difobedience, faidthe 
«* duke of Biron to them j I am fure the king. 
*' will approve it, cfpecially in an inftant when 
** the face of affairs is going to change. I am 
** pofitive that marfhal Saxe will ihink well of 
*• it/' The marfhal arriving at the place, and 
being informed of the kin^^'s refolution, and the 
willingncfs of the troops, readily yielded to the 
uicalure :— nhc could change his opinion when 

it 
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it was needful. He made the regiment of 
Piedmont re-enter Antoine, and, in fpite of 
his weaknefs, conveyed himfelf rapidly from the 
right to the left, towards the Irifh brigades, re- 
commending to all the troops as he paffed them 
to make no more falfe iires^, but to a6l hi con^ 
cert. 

The duke of Biron, count d'Eftree, the 
marquifs de CroifTy, and count de Lowendhaly 
lieutenant-generals, direfted thefe new attacks* 
Five fquadrons of Penthievre followed Monf. de 
Croifly, and his fons : the regiments of Cha- 
brillant, de Brancas, de Brione, Aubeterre and 
Courtenhafted there, led on by their colonels : 
the regiment of Normandy, and the carbineers,, 
at laft penetrated through the firft ranks of the 
column, and revenged the death of their com- 
lades flain in their firft attack: the Irifli fe- 
conded them : the column was attacked at once 
in the front and both flanks. 

In fcven or eight minutes this formidable 
corps was opened on all fides ; general Pofonby, 
brother to the earl of Albemarle, five colonels, 
five captains of the* guards, and a prodigious 
number of officers were killed. The Engliflv 
rallied, but were obliged to retire ; and they 
quitted the field of battle without tumult, 
without confufion, and were conquered with 
honour, 

TU 
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The king of France went from regiment to 
regiment; the cries of viftory, and long live 

. the king, — the hats thrown up in the air, — the 
ftandards and colours pierced with balls, — the 

. reciprocal felicitations of the oflS^cers, who era- 
braced each other, formed a fccne of tumultuous 
joy, in which all were engaged. The king alone 
remained tranquil ; teftifying his fatisfaclion^ 
and making his ac)cnowledgments to all the 
general officers, and to the commanders of every 
aorps^ ordering great care to be taken of the 
wounded, and to treat his enemies as his own 
iubje6is. 

Marflial Saxe, in the middle of this triumph, 
went to the king; he found ftrcngth enough 
to embrace his knees, and to fay, <« Sire, I ha\e 
*« lived long enough ; I have not wiflied to 
«< furvive this day, but to fee your majefty vic- 
*< torious. You fee, added he, on what all 
** battles depend." The king lifted him up, 
and embraced him tenderly. 

To the duke of Richelieu, hefaid, «* I (hall 
«< never forget the impoi;tant fervices that you 
*' have done me ;" he faid the fame to the duke 
oFBiron. Marfhal Saxe then addreiTed the king 
in thcfe terms : " Sire, I muft confefs I reproach 
(« myfelf for one fault ; I ihould have placed 
** another redoubt between the wood of Barri 
0/ d f'ontcnoy ; but 1 could not believe there 
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<< wertgeneralsbold enough to attempt a paflage 
«< at that place/' 

The allies loft nine tboutand men, among 
which there were about two thoufand five hun- 
dred prifoners. They took fcarcely any fron 
the French. 

By the cxzSt account given to the major of 
the French infantry^ they found only fixteen 
hundred and eighty-one foldiers or fcrjeants of 
the mfantry killed ; and three thoufand two 
hundred and eighty-two wounded. Among the 
officers, only fifty-three were found dead upon» 
the field of battle ; three hundred and twenty- 
three were dangeroufly wounded. The cavalry 
loft about eighteen hundred men. 

Since the commencement of wars, never was 
fo much care taken to alleviate the diftrcfs of 
this cruel fcourge. Hofpitals were prepared in 
all the neighbouring towns, but principally at 
Lrifle ; even the churches were employed to a 
ufe ib worthy of them ^ not only no neceilary 
affiftance,but even no conveniences were want- 
ing, either for the French, or for their wounded 
prifoners. The zeal of the citizens went even 
too far ; they conftantly kept bringing to both 
parties nourifliing food from all quarters, till 
the phyficians of the hofpitals were obliged to 
put a check to this dangerous excefe of kindnefs. 
In a word, the hofpitals were fo well ferved. 
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that almoft all the officers chofe rather to be 
waited on there, than at private houfes, which 
bad never been known before.. 

We have entered into the particulars of the 
battle of Fontenoy alone.. Its importance; 
and the danger of the king and the dauphin re- 
quired it. This action decided the fortune of 
the war, laid the foundation of the conqueilof 
the Low Countries, and ferved as a balance to 
all former unfortunate events. What futher 
renders rhis battle for ever meoiorable^ is, that 
it was gained when the General, cxhauftcdand 
almolt expiring, could a£t no longer. Marfhal 
Saxe made the difpofition, and the French offi- 
cers carried the vi6lory ♦. 

CHAP. 

* We are obliged to take notice, that in a hifiory of 
this war, full as large as it is partial, publi(hcd in Lon- 
^n in four volumes, it is affcrted, that tJic French took 
no care of their wounded prifoners j and likcwife, that 
the duke of Cumberland lent to the king of Fiance a 
cheft of chewed balls, and bits of glai's, which they f^und 
jn the wounds of the Englifh. 

The authors of thefc puerile relations certainly think 
thet UkIc chewed bullets are a poilbn. It is an ancient 
prejudice, as weakly founded as that of the white powder. 
It is fuid in this hiftory, that the French loft nin-jtctn 
thoufand men in the battle ; that their king was not 
there ) that he did not pafs the bridge of Calonne, but 
n maincd always beliind the efcaut } in fhort, it is laid, 

that 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Confequences of the Battle of F o n t e n o z^;^ 

WHAT is as remarkable as this vi6lorjr,, 
is, that the firft care of the king t>f 
France was to write the feme day to the abbd 
de la Yille,. his minifter at the Hague, ligni- 
- fying, that he deiired to reap no other fruit 
from, his conquefts but \he pacification of Eu- 
rope J and that he was ready to fend his ple- 
nipotentiaries ta a congrefe. The States Ge- 
neral were, furprized, and greatly fufpecled the 
fincerity of the king^s offer ; and what afto- 
nifhed them more was,' that the offer was eluded 
by the Englilh, and the queen of Hungary. 
This queen, who was at once engaged in j^ 

Aat the parliament of Paris ilTued out. an arret, which,, 
condemned to prifon, to banifhment, and to the puniih- 
ment of whipping,, all who ihould publiih accounts of 
this battle. We know, well enough, that fuch extra- 
yagant impofhires are not worthy of being refuted. But 
fince there are to be found in England; men fufficientiy 
deprived of good fertfe, and knowledge, to write fuch 
fingular abAirdities as this hiftory abounds with,* they 
may alfo find readers capable of believing them ; it is 
Imt juftjL therefore, that we prevent their ci-edulity. 

2 war 
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war in Silefia againft the king of Pruffia : in 
Italy againft the French, the Spaniards, and 
Neapolitans ; and on the Maine againft the 
French army, to all appearance, ought to have 
demanded a peace herfelf, which her circum- 
ftances almoft obliged her Co ; but the Engliih 
court, which governed all, would nor confcnt 
to it :— vengeance and prejudices influence 
courts as well as private people^ 

In the mean time, the king fcnt M. de la 
Tour, an aid- major of the army, and a very 
intelligent of&cer, to carry the newa of the 
vi^ory to the king of Pruffia, who met the 
King at the bottom of Lower Silefia, on the 
fide of Racilbon, in the defile of a mounuin, 
near a village called Friedbourg. There he 
faw this monarch obtain a fignnl victory over 
<hc Auftrians. The Kruffiao monarch fcnt the 
following notice of it to his ally the king of 
France j ♦* The bill of exciiange which you 
** drew upon mc at Fontcnoy, I have paid at 
** Friedbourg." 

The kin^ of France on his fide, had all the 
advantages the vidlory of Fontcnoy could give. 
The town and citadel of ToUrnayfurrcndered in 
a few days after the battle. Martbal Saxe had 
fccrctly ccmccrtcd with the kins;, the talcing of 
(Acnty the capital of Aullrian Flaiidcn -, a town 

but 
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but thinly inbabfted, tbo' rich and flourifhing^ 
from the remains of its ancient fplendor. 

The exploit* which did the greateft honour 
to the marquifs de Louvois, in one of the cam- 
paigns of the war of 1689, was the ficge of 
Ghent. He had determined upon this iicgc, be- 
caufe it was the enemy's magazine. Louis XV. 
had juft the fame reafon to make himfclf mafter 
of it. According to cuftom, every motion which 
-could deceive the enemy *s army, (now retired 
towards Bruflels) was made; fonie mcafurcs. 
were taken alfo, that the marquifs du Chaila on 
one fide» and the count de Lowendahl on the 
other, might appear before Ghent at one and: 
the finne hour. The garrifon confifted at that 
'time of onty fix hundred men ; the inhabitants 
were enemies to the French, though at all times 
they were^eatly diflatisfied under the Auftriaii 
government j but very different in point of bra- 
very, £rom what they were when they compofed 
an army of themfelves. 

TJiefe two fecret marches were made under 
fbeQenerars dire£lion, but were on the point 
of fnifcarrying^ by one of tbofc events (o com- 
mon in war. 

The Eng^iib, although conquered at Fofl-i* 
tenoy, were neither difperfed nor difcouraged*, 
l*hcy faw from the environs of Bruflels, where 
they werepofted, the evident danger with which 
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Ghent was threatened ; in fine, they ordered 
a body of fix thoufand men to march to the 
defence of this city. This corps advanced to- 
wards Ghent, upon the caufeway of Aloft, pre* 
cifely at the time that Monf« du Cbaila was 
only at a league diftance upon the fame caufe«> 
way, marching with three brigades of cavalry, 
and two of infantry, compofed of the regiments 
of Normandy, CriUon, and Laval, twenty pieces 
of cannon, and a number of boats. The ar- 
tillery was already in the front, guarded by fifty 
men, and behind was Monf. Grai&n, with a 
party of light troops^ It was night, and every 
thing quiet, when the fix thouiand Englifli 
arrived, and attacked the Graffins ; they bad 
juft time to fhelter themfelves in a farm-houfe, 
near the abby of Mele, from whence this battle 
has taken its name. The Engliih being in* 
formed that the French were upon the caufe- 
way, at a diftance from their artillery, which 
was guarded only by fifty men, they marched 
and took it. The marquifs de Crillon, who 
was already advanced withiri three hundred 
paces of them, faw the English become mafters 
of the cannon, which they turned againft hira, 
and were going to difcharge : he very calmly 
formed his determination in an inftant, and lolt 
not a moment to execute it ; he pufhed on with 
his regiment towards the enemy on one fidr. 
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while the jfoung marquifs of Laval advanct«f 
with another battalioa ; they retook the cannon 
and then hatted. During the time that the 
marquifs of Crillon and de Laval thus checked 
tqe Engiifli, a fingie company of Normandy, 
which were near the abby, defended themfeivcs 
againft them. 

Two batfialions of Normandy arrived in ha{!e« 
Theyoungcount of Perigord commanded them : 
be was fon to the marquifs of Faillerand, (of a 
houfc which had been fovereign) unfortunately 
flain before Tournay, and had juft obtained, 
at Seventeen years of age, this Norman regi- 
ment, which his father had commanded before 
bf m : he advanced at firft, at the head of a com* 
pany of grenadiers ; the Engiifli battalion zir 
tacked by him, threw down their arms. 

Meflrs. du Chaila and de Souvre appeared 
very foon after ujpon the road with the cavalry. 
The Engiifli were flopped on all fides, and ftill 
defended themfetves. The marquift de Gra* 
ville was wounded ; but at length they were 
entirely routed. 

M. d*A»incourt, a Norman captain, with, 
only forty men, made the lieutenant-colonel 
pf Rich's regiment prifoner, with eight cap- 
tains, and two hundred and eighty foldiers,, 
who threw down their arms, and furrendered^ 

Nothing, 
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Nocbifig could equal their furpri;[^ when thcj 
faw that they ha^ furrendered to fprty French- 
men only. M. d'Azincoiirt conduced his pri« 
fojiers to M. de Graville^ holding the point of 
his fword to the Engliib lieuteix^nt-colonei's 
breaft, and threatened to kill him^ if bis foldiers 
made the leaft refiftance. 

Another Norman captain, M. de Moou- 
latnbert, with fifty of his foldiers, took an hun- 
dred and fifty Englifli j three fquadrons of ca- 
valry were put to flight near the end of the 
adion, by a number nearly equal to the former, 
commanded by M. de Saint Sauveur, captain 
of the kill's regiment of cavalry i in ihort, the 
ftrauge fucce|s of this battle, did, perhaps, the 
f Fc^teft hpnour to the French, of any in aJl 
this c2usnpaAgn,9ndftruck their enemies with the 
greateft confternation. What ftiU charadfirifes 
this day, is, that this battle, ai well as that of 
Fontcapy, was gained by the preieace of mind 
and courage of the French officers. 

They arrived before Ghent juft at the tims 
fixed by marlhal Saxe ; they entered the town 
fword-tn-haad without plundering it, and the 
garriibn with the citadel were taken priibncri. 

Que of the extraordinary advantages reaped 
from the poflcflion of this town, wa2r,thc gaiiLn^ 
of ao immenfe magazine of ammunition, pro- 
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vifions, forage, arms, and cloatbs, which the 
allies had depofited in Ghent : this was a fma8 
indemnification for the expences of the war, 
which had been before as unfortunate as it was 
now glorious, under the eye of the king. 

At the fame time that the citadel of Ghent 
was taken, Oudenarde was alfo invefted ; and 
the marquifs de Souvre made himfelf mafter of 
Bruges, the fame day that M. de Lowendhal 
opened the trenches before Oudenarde, which 
furrendered after three days. 

Scarcely was the king of France mafter of 
one town, than he caufed two to be beficged. 
The duke d'Harcourt took Dendermonde, two 
days after opening the trenches, notwithftand- 
ing the fluices made a general inundation ; at 
the fame time count de Lowendhal laid ficge. 
to Oftend. 

This fiege was reckoned the moft difficult : 
it was remembered that Oftend fuftained a fiege 
of threeyearsand three months, at the beginning 
Tof the laft century. Byacompaiifon of the plan 
"of the fortifications of this place, with thofc 
exifting when it was taken by Spinola, it ap« 
peared, that Spinola ought to have taken it in 
•fifteen days, and M. de Lowendhal to have been 
before it three years, the fortifications were 
now fo much fuperior. M* de Chanclos, lieu* 

tenaac- 
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tenaitt-general of the Auftrian army, defended 
k, with a garrifon of four thoufand men, one 
half of which were £ngli(b ; but the terror and 
difmay was (o great, at the fignal fuccefles of 
the French, that the governor capitulated, as 
foon as the marquifs d'Herouville^ a man worthy 
of beingat the head of the engineers, and equally 
ufeful as a good citizen and an officer, had 
taken the covered way, called the cat-guard, on 
the fide of the Downs* 

An Englifli fleet which brought fuccoursto 
the town, and cannonaded the befiegers, came 
there only to be witnefTcs of its being taken. 
This lofs threw the Englifh court, and the 
United Provinces into great conilernation. 

Nicuport was the only place remaining, to 
complete the conqueft of all the province cf 
Flanders, and the king ordered it to be bc- 
fiegcd. , 

In this fituation of affairs, the £ngli{h mi- 
niftry began to refleft that the French had the 
fuperiority of prifoners» The detaining mar- 
ftial Belleifle and his brother, had totally fuf- 
pended the cartel. Thefe two Generals had 
been taken prifoneis, in violation of the law 
of nations, and they fet them at liberty without 
ranfom. In efFeft, they could have no pre- 
tence to demand any, after having declared 

them 



LOUIS XV. 167 

Ihem ftate prifoners ; and it was the intereft of 
England to get the cartel reftored. 

In the mean time, the king departed for 
Paris, where he arrived the feventh of Sep- 
tember 1745. No addition could be made 
to the reception that had been given him the 
preceding yean The fame feftivals and re- 
joicings took place ; but they had befides to 
telebrate the vid^ories of Fontenoy and of 
Mele, and the coiiqueft of the province of 
Flanders, 



t'Hkt^ 
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CHAP. XVIL 

. Affairs of Germany. Francis of Lorr ain, 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, clcScd Emperor. 
The Armies of Austria and Saxony de- 
feated by Frederic ILL K^n^ of Prussia. 
The taking of Dresden. 

THE fuccefs of Louis XV. increafed daily 
in the Low Countries ; the fuperiority 
of his armies, the facility of the fervice in cvtry 
rcfpei):, the difperfion and difcouragcment of 
the allies, their difunion, and above all, the 
capacity of marfhal Saxe, who, having reco- 
vered his health, acled with more activity than 
ever , all thefe circumftances combined, formed 
a chain of uninterrupted fuccefs, which has no 
example, except the conquefts of Louis XIV. 
Every thing was favourable alfo in Italy for 
Don Philip. An aftonifliing revolution in 
England already endangered the throne of 
George II. as will be feen hereafter ; but the 
queen of Hungary enjoyed another glory and 
another advantage, which coft no blood, and 
accomplifhed her chief and moft defirable cb- 
jc6i : fhc never loft. Yvo^^ oC placing the im- 

Z 
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perul crown upon the head of her hufband, even 
in the life-time of Charles VII. and after the 
death of this emperor, flie believed herfelf fure 
of it, notwithftanding the king of PruiEa was 
at war with her, that the eleftor Palatine re- 
fufed his confent, and a French army, which 
lay near Francfort, might obftrudl the eledlion. 
This was the army commanded at firft'by mar- 
(hal Maillebois,and which, fince the beginning 
of May 1745, had been under the orders of the 
prince de Conti ; but twenty thoufand men had 
been drawn from it to ihcreafe the army at 
Fontenoy. The prince could not prevent the 
jundion of all the troops, which the queen of 
Hungary had in this part of Germany, and 
which came and covered Trankfort, where the 
eleftion was made as quietly, as if in time of 
peace. 

Thus France failed in the great objeft of the 
war, which was to deprive thehoufe of Auftpia 
of the imperial throne. The eleftion was made 
Sq>tember 13, 1745. The king of Pruffia, by 
his ambafladors, declared the ele<Stion to be 
void. The eledor Palatine, whofe countries 
had been ravaged by the Auftrian armies, en- 
tered a proteft to the fame purport. Tht 
ele£tof al ambafladors of thefe two princes re- 
tired from Frankfort ; but this made no altera^ 
tion in the form of theeleclioo, becaufe it U Caid. 

1 ^ \3X 
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in the golden bull, « That if the cleiiors, or 
« their ambafladors, retire from the place of 
« eledion before the king of the Romans, the 
«« future emperor is eleded^ they (hall be dc- 
** prived of their right of fufFrage for that time, 
" as being judged to have abandoned it." 

The queen of Hungary, (now emprefs) came 
to Frankfort to enjoy her triumph, the coro- 
nation of hex hufband. She faw from the 
balcony the ceremony of the entry, and was 
the firft that cried, Long live the emperor! and 
all the people anfwered with acclamations of 
joy and afFedion. This was the happieft day 
of her life ; afterwards flie went to fee her 
army, ranged in order of battle near Hiedelberg, 
to the number of fixty thoufand men. The 
emperor, her fpoufe, received her fword-in- 
hand, at the head of the army. She paffed be- 
tween the lines, faluted every body, dined under 
a tent, and ordered a florin to be diftributed to 
every foldier. 

It was the fate of this princefs, and of the 
affairs that difturbed her reign, that the moft 
lucky events were balanced on all fides by equal 
difgraces. The emperor Charles VU. loft Ba- 
varia, at the time they were crowning him em- 
peror \ and the queen of Hungary loft a battle 
while ftie was preparing the coronation of her 
j)u/band^ Francis I« The king of Pruffia was 
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itgaia vidor at Sore, near the fource of the 
Elbe. 

There are times when a nation t:onftantly 
preferves its. fuperioctty : this has been evinced 
in the Swedes, under Charles XIL in the £ng- 
lifli, under the duke of Marlborough ; in the 
Ffench in Flanders, under Louis XV. and 
marfhal Saxe, and in the Pruflians, under 
Frederic III. The emprefs loft Flanders, and 
had much to fear from the king of Pruffia in 
Germany, at the time that flie had feated her 
hufband on the throne of her father. 

At this very time, when the king of France, 
conqueror in Italy, and the Low Countries, 
was conftantly propofing peace, the king of 
Pruffia, vidorious on his fide, demanded alfd 
the mediation of Elizabeth, emprefs bf Rufllal 
—-Conquerors were never yet feen to make fo 
many overtures, and it was very aftonlfhing j but 
at prefent it is dangerous to be tod viSorious. 
All the powers of Europe, fooner or later, will 
take arms when there is one in motion : no^ 
thing is to be feen but leagues and cdunt^r^ 
leagues, fupported by numerous armies : there ii 
now great difficulty, through the circumftances 
of the times, to keep a conquered province.' » 

In tlie midft of thefe gr^at perplexities, ak 
unprecedented offer of a mediation was received, 
wkich could not be expected •, tVi\s>N'a^^xc>Txv\^aa, 
1 2. Qsx-vx^ 
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Grand Turk. His prime minifter wrote to aB 
the Chriilian courts which were at war, and 
-exhorted theni to oesife the effuiion of human 
blood, and offered them the mediation of hts 
mafter. Such an offer had rtoxronfequences } but 
at leaft it ought to have lerved to make fomany 
Chriftfan powers rOcoUefl themfelves, who had 
begun a war through intereft, continued it 
through obfttnacy, and would finifii it only 
through neceffity. Befldes,. this mediation of 
the fultan of the Turks^ was offered in return 
for the peace that the king of 1* Vance had ac- 
compliflied between the emperor of Germany^ 
Charles VI. and the Ottoman Porte, in 1739. 

The king of Pruflia took xTther meafures to 
eftablifh an union, and to keep Silefta. His 
xroops completely beat the Auftrians and Saxons 
at the gates of Drefden. It was the famous 
old prince of AnhaU who gained this decifivc 
vidory ; he had been a warrior fifty years, and 
was the firft that entered into the lines of the 
f rench army at Turin in 1707. For con- 
ducing the infantry, he was eileemed the molt 
experienced officer in Europe. This great 
battle was the lafl that filled up the meafure 
of his military glory j the only glory which 
he had enjoyed, for fighting was his only pro- 
vince* 

The 



LOUIS XV. tfi 

The king of Pruffia, dextrous sn more re* 
fpcfis than one, ihut up the town, of Drefden 
on ail fides*- He entered it, £>llowed by ten- 
battalions and ten Iquadrons, difarmed three 
F^iments of the militia which, compofed the 
garrifon ; went to the palace,, wh^re he vifited 
the two princes, and the three princefles, the 
children of the king of Poland^ who refided in 
it ; he embraced them,, and (hewed them all 
the maiks of tendernef» and regard, which* 
might be expeded from the mod: polite mai> 
of his age. 

Reordered (he ihops and warehoufes, which 
had been fhut up, to be opened ;. gave a dinner 
tb all the foreign minifters ; had an Italian 
opera played; in fine, it was foarcely percep- 
tiBte that the town was in the power of the- « 
conqueror, and the furrender of Drefden was 
lignalized only by the entertainments this ma« 
narch gave there. 

But what was ftill more furprifing, he en« 
tered Drelden only on the i8th of December 
1746, and made a peace there, with Auftria 
and Saxony on the 25th of the fame month, 
leaving all the weight of the. war upon the king 
9f France. 

Maria Therefa, in this (econd peace, rco 
nounced, with relui^nce, her pretenfions* to 
Silefia^ and Frederic gave hcr.na othict: ^ii^ 

1 3 \%Xi\a25Ji* 
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, vantage, than the acknowledgment of Fraads I. 
for emperor. The eledor Palatine, as a con- 
tracting party in the treaty, acknowledged the 
fame ^ and it coft the king of Poland, ele&or 
of Saxony, only one million of crowns, Ger« 
man money, which he was to give to the con- 
queror, with intereft to the day of payment. 

Thckingof Pruffia returned to Berlin to en- 
joy peace, the fruit of his vidtory ; he was re- 
ceived under triumphal arches, the people 
flrcwing branches of fir-trees before him, ia- 
iiead of better, and crjing, Lm^ lixu Fredcru 
the Great I Thn prince, fuccefsful both in 
his wars and in his treaties, oow applied him* 
fclf folely to perfecting the laws, and the en- 
couragement of arts in his dominions. H; 
paiTcd all of a fudden from the tumults of war, 
to a philofophical retirement ; he clofely applied 
himftlf to poetry, to eloquence and hiftory ; an 
attention to thefe ftudies form a part of his cha- 
radier : in this refpedt he is more famous than 
Charles XII. He never confidered Charles as 
a great man, bccaufe he was only an hero. We 
have not entered here into any detail of the vic- 
tories of the king of Pruffia ; he has written 
them himfelf : — " Caefar alone could write his 
•* own commentaries/' 

The king of France, deprived a fecond time 
of this important fuccout^ ft.v\V ^^^vtiuucd his 
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conquefts. The obje<a of the war, now, on 
the^art of France, was, to force the queen of 
Hungary, b'y* her lofles in Flanders, to cede 
what (he difputed in Italy, and to oblige the 
States General to return aguin to that neutrality 
from which they had departed. 

The queen of Hungary wanted to make reta- 
liation upon France, for the lofs {he had fuf- 
tained by the vitSlories of the king of Pruflia; 
this projeS, acknowledged afterwards by the 
court of England to be impracticable, was then 
approved of, and embraced accordingly ; — for 
there are feafons when air the world arc blind. 
The empire given to Francis I, encouraged 
them to think that the circles Would determine 
to take up arms againft France ; and the court 
of Vienna fpared no pains to engage them to 
this ftep. 

The empire conftantly remained neuter, a» 
all Italy bad done at the beginning of this chaos^ 
of war ; but the hearts of the Germans lyere 
with Maria Therefa. 



1 4 Q,^^w^^ 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

Continuation of the Conqucft of the Austrian 
Low CoirNTRiES, Battle cfLiECE. 

THE king of France, being fet out for 
Pari», after the taking of Oftend, wl> 
informed upon the road, that Nieuport had 
furrcndered, and that the garrifon were made 
prifoncrs of war, juft after the count dc Cler- 
mont Gallerande had taken the town of Aeth. 
Marfhal Saxe invefted BrufTels in the beginning 
of the winter. This city, it is well known, is 
the capital of Brabant, and the refidence of the 
governors of the Auftrian Netherlands. The 
count de Caunitz commanded in this city as 
prime minifter, afling in the room of prince 
Charle<), governor-general of the Low Coun- 
tries, The count de Lanoy, lieutenant-general 
of the queen's armies, was governor of the gar- 
rifon. General Vandcrduin, on the part of 
the Dutch, commanded eighteen battalions 
and fevcn fquadrons of their forces; there were 
no Audrian troops, except one hundred i.nd 
fifty dragoons, and as many huflars. The em- 
prcfs queen confided in the Englifh and Dutch, 
for the defence oC xiv^fc coMtvvu^^ \ -mvI tK^Y 
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idways bore the buiden of the wsir in Flanders. 
Ficld^marflul Los Rios, the fwo princes of. 
Ligne, the one a General of infantry, and the 
other of cavalry. General Cbanclos^ who had 
furrendered Oftend^ five Auftrian lieutenanu- 
generally with a croud of nobility^ were befi^ged . 
in this capital, where the q^een of Hungary,, 
had, in effect, a great many more officers than^ 
ibldiers. 

The fliattered remains of the enemy's army 
were retired towards Mechlin, under the prince -^ 
of . Waldeck, and could not opppfe the fiege | , 
marihal Saxe having fuddenly ordere4 his army, 
ta march in four columns, by four flifferent 
road?. In this fiege, no perfon of diftin^Uon^ 
was loft, except the chevalier d'Aubeterre, co« 
londof the regiment de VaificauXr The gar« 
rifi>n^ with all the general officer^ ^i:e made 
prifoners. Count de Caunit^, ;th|;;prime mi«* 
nifter, could not be talcen,.yet they bad a greater 
right to feize him, than the Himpvertans had 
to feize marihal Belleifle, Th^ refident of the • 
' States General alio was in their power, but they - 
not only left them both at fuU- liberty^ but took . 
particular care of their eiiedts and attendaius, 
and furniflied (hem widiefcorts ; and they fent 
to prince Charles, all his equipages and do- 
mdtics which ;weie found in the town, and 
Is alio.; 
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a}fo depofited in the magazines, all the armf 
of the military, in readinefs for an exchange. 

The king,' who had fo many advantages over 
the Hollanders, and above thirty thoufand of 
their troops prifoners of war, in a manner go- 
verned this republic. The States General found 
themfelves in a perplexed fituation ; the ftornl 
was approaching- them, and they were fenfiblc 
of their weaknefs. The magiftracy were defirous* 
of peace, but the Englifh party, who had already 
taken every poffible meafure that could place a 
ftadlholder at the head of tins republic, being 
feconded by the people, infiited upon a conti- 
nuation of the war. The ftates, thus divided, 
afied without principle, and their condu£t an- 
nounced their confufion. 

• The general panic and divifion redoubled in 
the. United Provinces, when they were informed, 
ae the opening' of the campaign, that the king 
was marching in perfon towards Antwerp, at the 
head of one hundred and twenty battalions, and 
one hundred and ninety fquadrons. Formerly 
when the republic of Holland eftablifhed itfclf 
by ibrcc of arms, (he deilroyed all the grandeur 
of Antwerp, which was then the greateft com- 
mercial city of all Europe, prohibited the nava* 
gation of the efcaut, and afterwards aggravated 
its fallen ftate, efpecially fince the alliance of 
thc.Statcs with the houfc-of Auftrla. Neither 
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Jthe emperor Leopald, Charles VI. nor the em- 
pirefs queen, his daughter, ever had any other 
veilel upon the efcaut than one cuftom-houfe 
bark to colled the duties of import and export. 
But notwithftanding the States General had 
bumbled Antwerp to this degree, and ruined. 
Its merchants, yet the HollandersNregarded it 
as a rampart to their country, this rampart was. 
foon broken. 

The prince of Conti had under his command 
a feparatebody of the army, with which he in* 
veiled Mons, the capital of Auftrian Hanault •, 
twelve battalions which defended it, ferving to 
increafe the number of priibners of war, half 
of them being Dutch. The Auftrians never 
loft (o many places, nor the Dutch fo many 
foldiers as in this war. St. Guillon (bared the 
fame fate, and that of Charleroy followed.; the. 
Lower Town was taken by aflault^ the trenchef 
being opened only two days.. The marquifs 
(afterwards marflial) de la Fare, took, poflelfion 
of Charleroy upon the fame conditions as the. 
other towns that had made any refiftance ; that, 
is, the garrifon were made prifoners. The grand 
projedi was to go to Maellricht, from whence. 
they could eafily command the United. Pro- 
vinces J but, to leave nothing behind In Flan^ 
ders, it Was neceffary to lay ftege to the im- 
portant town of Namur, Prince Charles^ who 



igo THE AGE or 

at that time, conmuuidcd the araiy, made every 
poffiUe effort to prevent die fiege, but in vain. 
' Namtir is fituated on tbe conflux of the Sam- 
bre^ and the Meufe y the citadel is built upon 
a fteep rock ; and twelve other forts upon the 
ridges of the neighbouring mountains, feem to 
render it inacceffible to any attack : it is one 
of the barrier towns^ The prince de Gavies 
was governor for the emprefs queen ^ but the 
Dutch> whovi^re in garrifon, neither paid him 
obedience nor refpe&r The environs of thb 
town are celebrated by the marches, and en- 
campments of marflial de Luxembourg, marlhal 
de Bouflers, and king William ; and are alfo 
not lefs fiimous for the manceuvres of marihal 
Saxc. He forced prince Charles to d^art the 
town, and leave him at liberty to beftege it. 

The prince de Clermont had the charge of 
the fiegc of Namur, which was, in effiefi, to 
take twelve places ; he, therefore, ordered fe- 
veral of the forts to be attacked at once. Monf. 
Brulart, aid-major-general, plsced the prifonen 
behind the grenadiers in a work which they had 
taken, and promifed them double pay, if they 
would execute their work with diligence, which 
they did with more fpeed than was expeAed, and 
refufed any advanced pay. 

I cannot enter into a minute account of the 
remarkable aft'ions v?Yv\cYv^?fitA^\fc.U^andaH 
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the other fieges. There are few events of war 
wherein the officers and fokliers do not perform 
Aich furprifing a^ of valour, as even aftonifh' 
tfiofe who are witnefles of them, and which 
afterwards are buried for ever inoblivion. If a 
general, a prince, or a monarch'had performed 
one of tbefe a£Uons, tbej^'-would have been con-- 
• fiBcrated to pofterity ; but their multitude foon 
senders them forgotten ; and in all kinds of 
tran&ifiions the principal only remain in the 
memory of mankind. However, fort Ballard,, 
taken in the open day by three officers only,, 
mttft not be pafled over in filence : M. de Lau- 
A^, aid'major, M. d'Aumere, captain in the 
MgiinenC of Champagne, and M* de Ciamouze, 
a young Portugueieof the fame regiment, leap- 
ing fingly into the trenches, made the garrifon 
lay dowB their arms. 

The trenches were opened before Namur on 
the loth of September, and the town capitulated 
on the i^tb*. By the article of capitulation, the 
garrifon, confifting of twelve battalions, ten 
of which were Dutch^ were obliged to retire 
into tlie citadel, and Come other caftles ; and, 
9t the end of eleven days, freih articles were 
drawn, in which they were all made prifoners ot 
war. 

After the taking of Namur, it remained either 
CO difperfe or beat tbfi allied army^ whiclv waa 
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encamped^ at that time^ on this flde the Meufe; 
having Maeftricht at the right, and Liege on 
the left. The two armies obferved each other's 
motions^ and had many ikirmiflies for feveral 
days i the Jar dividing them* 

Marflial Saxe, intending to come to an en- 
gagement, marched tovirards the enemy on the 
iith of O^ober,, at the break of day, in tea 
column*. The two armies were feea from the 
fubuibs of Liege, as from an amphitheatre ; the 
French were an hundred and twenty thoufand 
ftrong, and the allies only eighty thou(and«. 
The enemy extended along the Meu&, from. 
Liege to Vifet, behind Ave fortified villages. 
The prcfent method of attacking au army it 
the fame as that of a town, battering it with 
cannon. 

The allies had to fear, that after being driven 
from thcfe villages, they could not pafs the 
Kiver : thus they rifqued. their total deftru^l ion, 
which was what marflial Saxe wiflicd for. The 
only general officer that the French loft in this 
engagement,, was the marquifsde Fenelon, ne* 
phew to the immortal archbifliop of Cambray. 
He was brought up under the care of his uncle, 
and poilc/Ted all his virtues i though in a cha^ 
radcr quite diftcrcnt. Twenty years cmbafiy 
to iloliand, did not extinguifb a military ar- 
dour, and athirllfot glory^ which coft him his 
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lift. Having been wounded in the foot forty 
years before, and fcarce able to walk, he rufhed 
upon the intreiichments of the enemy on horfe- 
back i — he fought death, and he found it. His , 
extraordinary piety augmented his intrepidity : 
he thought that the moft pleafing ^Sion in the 
fight of CJod was to die for his fovereign.. It 
muft be acknowledged, that an army compofed 
of mcn,who fhould embrace this opinion, would 
be invincible. The French had but few perfons 
of diftinftion wounded in this battle. The fori 
of count de Segur, received a ball in his breaft, 
which vrss immediately extrafted from the fpinal 
bone; and he furvived, by an operation more 
feVere than the wound itfelf. The marq^uifs de 
Lujac, had his jaw-bone broke, his tongue cut>, 
and both his cheeks pierced by a mufket-fhot.. 
The marquifs de Laval, who diftinguifhed him- 
felf at Mele, the prince of Monaco, the mar- 
quis de Vaubccoati and the count de Charleroy, 
were likewife dangerbuily wounded. 

This battle was only blood fpilt in vain, and 
one calamity more : for both parties neither 
gained nor loft ground, and each took their 
f6rmer quarters. The beaten army advanced 
even clofe toToAgres ; the viftorious one pafled 
by'way of Lou vain, intd the midft of their con- 
quefts, and retired to enjoy the fweets of a rp-^ 
pofc, which the fcafon -commoiA^ i^o^uw^v^ 



r84 THE AGE OP 

thcfe countries J to^wait the return of the fpringys 
in order to renew thofe cruelties and misfortunes > 
whichthe winter only fufjiended. 



Siiccefs of the Infant Don Philip;^ and Marflul 
^ Maillebois, followed by great Difafters. 

IN Italy, and towards the Al^s^ the face of 
affairs was very different^ and aA-extjraor* 
dinary fcene pgfled there at thjs time. The 
moft forrowful reverie of fortune hadfuccecded 
to the moft rapjd fuccefs : the houfe of France 
loft more in Italy than they had gained in Flan- 
ders ', and thefe lofles feemed to be more irrei. 
parable than their fuccefs in Flanders appeared 
ufeful, becaufe theeftabliihment of Don Philip 
was then the true objeft of the war. If they 
were conquered in Italy, they had no refource 
left for this eftabliftiment i and it was in vain to 
have conquered in Flanders, for they were fen- 
fible that, fooner or later, they mud give up 
their conquetts^ and that they were only as a 
pledge, or a tranfient furety, to indemnify them 
for the lofles they might fuftain elfewhere. The 
circles of Germany remained neuter, and every 
thing was 'mtTan<\u\Utjwi^i!k the borders of the 
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Rhine ^ In effed, Spain was become the prin*. 
cipal party in the war ; by fea and by land, the 
war was carried pn folely for her, and ihe never 
loft fight of Parma, Placentia, and theMilanefe^ 
Of fo many dpminionsdifputed with the heirefa 
of the Jioufe of Aurtria, there remained only 
thefe provinces of Italy, to which any claims 
could belaid. 

Since ihe foundation of the monarchy, this 
war was the only one, in which France was 
barely ah auxiliary : fhe was no more, in the 
caufe of the emperor Charles VII. to the time 
of. bis death; ind in that of the infant Dciv 
Philip, till the peace. 

At the beginning of the campaign of 1745* 
m Italy, appearances were as favourable for 
Frajice^asthey were for Auftriain 1741. TW 
Koads were, open to the French and Spaniih 
armies, by the way of Genoa. This republic^ 
forced by the queen of Hungary and the king 
•f Sardinia, to declare war againft th^m, had,; 
?t laft, made adefinitive treaty with France and 
Spain : they were to furniih about eighteen thou- 
iand mem The Spaniards gave them thirty thou«- 
Cmd piaftres a month, and one hundred thoufand 
atone payment, for die ufe of the artillery, with 
which they furntflied a Spaniih army ; for, in 
this long ajid variegated war, the wealthy and 
powerful ftates always kept the others vw ^$v^^ 
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Don Philip'S army, which defcendecT with the 
French from the Alps, joined to the Gcnocfe 
troops, was reputed to confiftof eighty tboufand 
men ; that of count de Gages, who had purfued 
the Germans to theenvirons of Rome, advanced, 
and with the Neapolitan army was about thirty 
thoufand ftrong. This was juft at the time that 
the king of Pruflia, operating on the fide of 
Saxony, and the prince of Conti, oa the Rbiae, 
prevented the Auftrian forces from fuccouring 
Italy, The Gcnoefe even had the boldnefs IQ 
declare war, in fomr, againft the king of Sar- 
dinia. The defign was, that the Spaniih and 
Neapolitan army ihould join the French and 
Spanifih forces in the Milanefe. 
• About the month of March 1745, the duke 
of Modena and count de Gages, at the head of 
the Spaniih and Neapolitan army, had purfued 
tlie Auftrians from the environs of Rome to 
Rimini, from Rimini to Cefene, from Cefene 
to Imola, from Imolato Forli, from Fori! to 
fiologna, and at laft quite to Modena. 

Marihal Maillebois, a pupil of the celebrated 
Villars, appointed captain-geaeral of Don Phi- 
lip's army, arrived foon after, by the way of 
Vintimiglia and Oneglia, and came down to- 
wards Montferrat, about the end of June, at 
the head of the Spaniards and French, 

From 
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From the fmall principality of Oneglia, there 
is a defcent into the marquifate of Final, which 
is at the extremity of the territory of Genoa, 
and is the entrance into Mantuan-Montferrat, 
a country hedged in with rocks, which are 2 
continuation of the Alps. After having marched 
through valleys between thefe rocks, the fertile 
country of Alexandria prefents itfelf; and the 
dmSt road to Milan, is from Alexandria to 
Tortona, Some miles farther is the paffage of 
the Po ; next Pavia appears upon the Tefino i 
and from Pavia it is but a day's journey to the 
famous city of Milan, which is not fortified, 
and always fends the keys towhomfoever pailes 
die Tefino ; but which has a very ftrong caftle, 
capable of making a vigor^ous and long refi* 
fiance. 

To feizc on this country, it is only ncceflary 
to make forced marches : to keep a fharp look- ^ 
out is expedient to the right and left, over a vatt 
extent of country; alfotobemafterofthecourfe 
of the Po, fi'om Cafal to Cremona, and to guard 
the Og^io, a river which falls from the Alps of 
the Tirol, or at leaft to be in pofleffion of Lodi, 
Crema, andPiz7.ighitona, in order to block up 
the road againft the Germans, who may arrive 
from Trentin this way. In fine, a free commu- 
nication muft be had behind thefe places with 
tlie river of Genoa | that is to feq, ^>^^^^wl 
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ftrait road which runs by the fide of the Tea from 

Antibes to Monaca, and Vintimigliay in'oider 

to have a Cure retreat i» cafe of misfortune. AU 

the pofts of this country are known and diftin* 

guiihed by as many battles as the territory of 

Flanders. 

At the end of the year 1745^ the French and 
Spaniards were mailers of Montferrat^ of Alex- 
andria, of the Tortonefe, of the country behind 
Genoa, that is called the Imperial Fiefs of the 
Lomeline, of the Pavefan,, of the Lodefan, of 
Milan, of almoil all the Milanefe^ and of Parma 
and Pkcentia. All thefe fuccefles followed ra- 
pidly,^ like thofe of the king of France in the 
Low Countries, and of prince Edward in Scot* 
land ; while the king of Pruffijt, on his part, 
Beat the Auflrian troops m Lower Germany;. 
But in Italy, precifely the fame thing happened 
as in Bohemia at the beginning of this war :— 
the moft favourable appeacances coveced the 
greatefl calamities. 

The intentions of the king of Ptiiffia in ma- 
king war, were to annoy the houfe of Auftria 
as much as pofTible y in making peace,.to do as 
much mifchief to that of Fiance :. the peace of 
Breflau lofL her Bohemia^.and that of Drefden, 
Italy. 

Scarce was the emprefs queen a fecond time 
rid of this enemy, than fhe fent frelh troops into 

Italy, 
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Italy, by the Tirol and the Trentin, during 
*thc winter 1746. The infant Don Philip was 
in pofleffion of Milan ; biit not the caftle. His 
mother, the queen of Spain, ordered him poll* 
lively to attack it. Marflial Maillebois wrote 
thus in the month of December 1745 ^-*< I 
^< forefee a total deftrudion, if we obftinately 
^* remain in the Milanefe." The Spaniih 
<:ouncil perfifted in it, and all was loft. 

The troops of the emprefs queen on one fide, 
.and the Piedmontefe on the other, gained ground 
«very where. The fiirrcnder of places, and re- 
doubled lofles, greatly diminiihed the combined 
armies of France and Spain ; and, at laft, the 
fatal battle of Placentia, reduced them to leave 
luly with difficulty, and in a deplorable con- 
4iition. 

The prince of Lichtenftela commanded the 
^rmy of the emprefs queen. He was yet in the 
Jower of his age : in his early yoqth, he was 
lent ambafladon, from the father of xhis emprefs, 
.to the court of France, where he acquired uni- 
verfal efteem. He merited ftill more, by his 
:Condu£l and courage, at the battle of Plaifance ; 
for finding himfelf in die fame ftate of ficknefs 
^and langour, which marfhal Saxe laboured under 
atPontenoy, he furmounted, like him, the ex- 
tcds of his diforder, to ily to the battle, and he 
gained as complete a viflory. This battle was 

the 
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tkc Ioiigeft> 9uid Qdotl bloovly, of all the war : 
muurfiut \LuUcbQici beg&n the ;&tuckthrte hours 
bcivix sb y» ^ul naxuLOtfd conqueror a long time 
at the right wing» which he commanded ; but 
the left wing c^* the army being furrounded by 
a tuperior n amber of Auftrians, and gentral 
Acemhoorre wounded, and taken prifoner; it 
ncjKS entirely deteatcd^ and after nine hours com* 
Kxc» the TTv^fftv*^ was oblit^ to retire under 

It tixe jiatu-nt method of clofe fighting ^'crc 
m pn>:^ce^ a fcufie of nine hours, battalion 
a^aioft battalion, f^uadrcqi a^ainil fquadron, 
and m^n to man, would deflroy whole armies, 
ar.v; Kurv^iv: \vv>uU h-vc been dc|x^pulatcd by 
th< p;\\!:jioui number of battles that have beta 
lvn:i:>t in our ca}-^ ; bu: in thcfe battle^ as I 
ha^c iI,x-iK!y lenur^cJ, they felJom clofc. Muf- 
Ict^ ATUi vJinnou arf Ici* deftruilive than the 
pi^c or the f\\\\rj wxie fonncrty. They arc 
a long timccvcrt without hring, and in thccii- 
cloicd cour.try of Italy^ where they fire throuijh 
hedge;?, a ^^reat deal of time i,s loll in fciaingi 
trifiing polK in i>oiniing the cani.on, in forming 
and leforming : — thus nine hours of battle, arc 
not fo mnny hours of* continual deftrucTion ! 

The lofs of the Spaniards, of the French, 
and feme Neapolitan regiments amounted, how- 
ever, to upwards of eight ihoufaud men, killed 

and 
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Mtid ft^oimdeJ. At laft, the army of the king 
of Sardinia arrived, and then the danger was 
doubled ; for the whole army of the three powers 
of France, Spain, and Naples ran the rifque of 
being made prifonem. 

At this unfortunatejunSure, the infant, Don 
Philip, received a piece of news, which, ac« 
cording to all appearances, was to fill up the 
meafure of his misfortunes. This was the death 
of his father, Philip V. king of Spain: this 
monarch, after having undergone many re* 
• verfes of fortune, and, in his youth, been twice 
obliged to abandon his capital, at laft reigned 
peaceably in Spain ; and, if he did not revive 
the fplendor this monarchy enjoyed, in the time 
of Philip II. he, at leaft, put it ina moreflou- 
rifliing ftate than it was in under Philip-IV. 
and Charles II. He had only to put up with the 
hard ncceffity of always feeing Gibraltar, Mi- 
norca, and the commerce of the Spanilh empire 
in America, in the hands of the Engliih, which 
bad difturbed thehappinefsof hisadminiitration. 
Theconqueftof Oran, from the Moors in 1732 5 
the crown of Naples and Sicily, taken from the 
Auflrians, and placed, upon the head of his fun 
Don Carlos, (ignalized his reign ; and fometime 
before his death, he flattered bimfelf with feeing 
the Milanefe, Parma, and Placentia, fubmit to 

the 
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the infimt Don Philip, his other Ibn, by his 
fecond marriage with the princefs of Pamuu 

Precipitated, like other princes, into thcf: 
great defigns, which put almoft all Europe in 
motion, he experienced more than any one, the 
vanity of grandeur, and the grievous neceSty 
of facriiicing fo many thoufands of men to in- 
terefts which change every day. Difgufted with 
fovereignty, he had abdicated the throne in fa* 
vour of his eld eft fon Don Louis, and accepted 
it again after the death of that prince ; always 
ready to quit it, he teftified, by his melancholy 
difpofition, the bitternefs that is attached to 
human nature, even in the midft of arbitrary 
power. 

The news of the king's death arriving at the 
army after the defeat, augmented the embar- 
rafl'ment, into which they were all thrown. 
I'hey were yet uncertain if Ferdinand VI. fuc- 
ceflbr of Philip V. would do as much for his 
brother-in-law, as Philip had done for his fon. 
The remaining part of this flourifhing army of 
the triple alliance, were in greater danger than 
ever of being ihut up without any reAMirce ; 
they were between the Po, the Lambro, the 
Tidona, and the Trebia, To fight in a rugupi 
country, or in an advantageous poft againil a 
fuperior army, is very common; but to favc 
conquered and furroundcd troops very rare, and 

cin 
1 
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can be effected only by a thorough (kill in the 
military art. 

The count de Maillebois, (fon of the marihal} 
was fo hardy as to propofe a fkirmifhing retreat. 
He undertook thisenterprize, conducted it under 
the eyes of his father, and accompl ifhed it. The 
three armies pafled fafely, in a day and nighty 
over three bridges, with four thoufand mules 
laden, and a thoufand pro vifion- waggons, for- 
ming themfelves along the Tidona Meafures 
were fo well taken, that neither the Sardinians 
nor Auftrians could attack them till they were 
in a ftate of defence. The French and Spanifli 
armies fupported a long and obftinate engage« 
ment, in which they were not once put in dif- 
order. 

This day, moreefteemed by the judges of the 
military fcicnce, than admired by the vulgar, 
was reckoned a happy one, becaufe the object 
propofed was accomplilhed : it was, however, 
extremely difagreeable to retreat by Tortona, 
and to leave Placentia, and the whole country, 
in the power of the enemy. 1 n effect, the day 
after this extraordinary battle, Placentia fur- 
rendered, and upwards of three thoufand fick 
were made prifoners of war. 

Of all this grand army, which was to fubdue 

Italy, fix thoufand effe*ftive men only were left 

at Tortona. The fame misfortune happened in 

K , the 
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the timeof Louis XlV.after the battle of Turlm 
Francis I. Louis XII. and Charles VIIL under- 
went the fame diGjraces : — very ufeful Icfibn^t 
though never attended to ! 

They retired immcdiatdy to Gavi, towards 
the confines of the Genoefe. The infant, and 
the duke of Modcna, went to Genoa ; but far 
from bsiiig fecare there, it only augmented their 
fears, to find it blocked up by an Englifli fleet; 
and they had no provifion to fuppom the few 
cavalry that ftili remained. Forty thoufand 
Auftrians, and twenty thoufand Piedmontefe 
approached it; if they had remained in Genoa 
they might have defertded it ; but they aban- 
doned the counties of Nice, Savoy, an J Pro- 
vence. The luajquifs de la Mina, a new Spa- 
ni(h general, was fcnt to fave the remains of the 
uiiii} . The Qcnoefe petitioned, befought him 
to flay, but they could obtain nothing. 

Genoa b not a city, that ought, like Milan, 
to carry its keys to v.homfocver approaches it 
with an army ; befides the works of the city, 
there is a fecond rampart of more than two 
leagues extent J formed upon a phain of rocks. 
Beyond this double enclofure, the Appcnine 
mountains in tvery part fcrve it as a fortifi- 
cation. The poll of the Bocchctta, by which 
the enemy advanced, had been always deemed 
/njpregnable ; yett.\v^ttoo^^v<Vv:V^jjax\'t\\^\\ 
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poft made no refxftance, but went arid joined 
the fhattered army of the French and Spanifh, 
which had filed ofF by Vintimigh'a. The coh- 
fternation of the Genoefe would not permit 
them even to attempt a defence ; they had a 
confidcrable artillery, and the enemy ho can- 
non at all ; but they did not wait its arrival, 
itnd terror precipttatcd them int6 every extre- 
mity they had reafon to fear. The fenate dif- 
patched fourfenators to the defiles of the moun- 
tains, where the Auftrians were encamped, to 
receive from general Brown, and the marquift 
de Botta, d'Adorno, a Milanefe, the emprefs 
queen'slieutenant-genehal^theterms they would 
i^ pleafed to grant. They confented toput them 
in pofleffion of the town in twenty four hours ; 
tofurrender their own foldiers, with the French 
and Spanifli, prifoners of war ; and to ddlvtr up 
all the effcds belonging to the fubjefts of France, 
Spain and Naples, They ftipulated alfo, that 
four fenators fhould be deHvered as hoftages at 
Milan J that they fliould pay upon the fpot 
fifty thoufand Genovins, which make about" 
four hundred thoufand French livres, 'till the 
cbnqueror (hould impofe fuch taxes as (he 
thought proper. 

They recolleaed that Louis XIV. had foN . 
merly exaSeJ of the doge of Genoa •, that Vsa^ 
with four fenators, fhould coia<^ ViX^A-i^^^ 
K 7. ^^^ 
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an4 make their excufes to him -, to the emprcfi 
queen they added two ; but (he placed her glory 
in refufing what Louis had demanded : (he was 
of opinion that there was little honour in huin*> 
bling the weak, and only thought of raifing 
heavy contributions on them, which {he had 
more need of, th^ the vain ambition of feeing 
the doge of Genoa, with fix Genoefe, at the 
feet of the imperial throne, 

Genoa was taxed at twenty- four millions of 
livres,— enough to r\^in it totally. This re- 
public little thought, at the beginning of the 
war, for the fucceifion of the houfc of Auftria, 
that fhe fhould be made the vi<2im of it ; but 
f' when the principal powers of Europe take 

/ arms, there is no little ftate which ought not 

to tremble. 

The Auftrian power, reduced in f'landers, 
but victorious in the Alps, was only enibarraircd 
about the choice of the conqucfts (he might 
make towards Italy. It appeared equally cafy 
to enter Naples or Provence, and would have 
been ealicr to have kypt Naples. The Auftriaa 
council believed that atur having taken Toulon 
and Marfeilles, there would be no diiEcultv in 
reducing ilicTwo Sicilies, and that the pajVagc 
to the Alps might be cut off from the French. 

The twenty-eighth of Odtobcr i746,marihal 
Maillebois was upou xVv^ M 2cc^ >w\i\Ocv \^y-^^vxa 
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France from Piedmont, with not quite eleven 
thoufand men. The marquifs de la Mina did 
not bring back nine thoufund. The Spanifh 
general feparated at that time from the French, 
and turned towards Savoy, by the way of Daii- 
phtny ; the Spaniards being always m:i.tcrs of 
this dutchy, which they were willing to pre- 
fcrve, by abandoning the reft. 

The conquerors pafled the Var, with near 
forty thoufand men." The remains of the French 
army retired into Provence, in want of every 
thing ; — half the officers on foot, without am- 
munition, or implem nts for deftroying the 
bridi^es, and (hort of provifion^. 

The clergy, chief inhabitants, and the whole 
body of the people, ran to meet the Auftrian 
detachments, to offer them contributions, and 
preferve tbemfelves and families from being 
plundered. 

Such were the effects of the revolutions of 
Italy, during the conqueft of the Low Coun- 
tries by the French j and while prince Ed ward> 
of whom we (hall fpeak" hereafter, took and loll 
Scotland* 



^VtK^^ 
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CHAP. XX. 

The Auftrians and Picdmontefe enter i&lo 
Provence; thcEnglifliinto Britany. 

TH E flames of war which began towards 
the Danube, and aIniofV at the gates of 
Vienna, and had at firft, the appearance only 
of a few months duration, had rqachcd, after 
fix years, the coafls of France. Almoft all Pro- 
yence was become a prey to the Auftrians ; 
oh one ilde, their detachments defolated Dau- 
phiny ; on the other, they pafTed beyond the 
Durance. Venccand Grace were abandoned to 
pillage ; the Englifh made dcfcents into Bri- 
tany, and their fleet anchored before Toulon 
and iVIarfcillcs, to afTift their allies in taking 
thcfc two cities, while other fquadrons attaclccj 
the Frtach pofleiTions.in Afia and America. 

Jt was judged nccefTary to fave Province: 
rnarfljal Bellcifle was knt there ; but, at firii, 
without money, and without an army. It was 
his duty to repair the evils of an univerfal war, 
v/iiich he alone had occafioned : he faw nothinr 
Kut delblation ; a frightened militia; Clattered 
rei imentj, without difciplinc, who tore the 
\cry hay and llrav^ ?tonv v:;x<.V\ qUvcc^ t* vcn the 
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fumpter mules dying for want of nourifhment ; 
the enemy having ranfackeJ and devoured every 
thing from the Var, to the rivers d'Argent and 
Durance. The infant Don Philip, and the 
dukeof Modena, were in the town of Aix in 
Provence, where they waited the cirorts of 
France and Spain to releafe them from this 
cruel fituation. 

Their refources were yet at a great difhincc ; 
their wants and dangers prefUng : the marfhal 
found great difficulty to borrow, in his owii 
name, fifty thoufand crowns to fupply the moil 
urgent occalions i and was obliged to perform 
the offices of commilTary and comptroller : af- 
terwards, in proportion as the government fent 
him fome battalions and fquadrons, he took r)of- 
'fcJIion of pofls,, by means of which, he ffopt 
the progrcfs of the Auflrians and Piedmontcfe. 
On one fide,.he coveredCaflillanc, Dragnignan, 
and Brignolcs, which ti\fi enemy were upon the 
point of taking. 

In fliort, at the beginning of January 1747, 
finding himfclf fixty battalions, and twenty* 
two fquadrons flrong, and being feconded by 
the marquifs de la Mina, who furnilhed him 
with four or five thoufand Spaniards, he fi^w 
liimfelf in a condition of driving the enemy out 
of Provence, by purfuing them from poll to pofh. 
They were (till more embarrafTed than the mar- 
K 4. ^-^^ 
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Ihal, on account of the failure of provifions : 
this eflential article renders the greateft part of 
invafions abortive; they had been fumiflicd 
at firft with provifions froni Genoa ; but the 
furprifing revolution ^f that place at this time, 
which all hiftory cannot parallel, deprived them 
of a neceffary fupport, and, by that means, 
obliged them to return to Italy* 



CHAP. XXI. 
Revolution of Gbkoa. 

AT this tifAt tber« bsf^ned in Gcnott 
an alteration as important as it was un- 
forcfeen. 

The Auftrians ufcd the rights of viftory 
with great rigour i and the Genoefe having 
exhaufted their refources, and paid all their 
ftock out of St. George's bank, which was 
Cxteen millions, rcqueftcd a relcafe for the other 
eight ; but on the 3cth of November 1746, it 
was fignified to them, on the part of the cm- 
prcfs queen, that they muft not only difchar.x 
thatfum, biitalfo pay about the fame fum, *br 
the. maintenance of nine regiments quartered in 
the Aiburbs o£ St* l?vttte^ o^ ^^cucs^ of Pi- 
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figno, and in the neighbouring villages. On 
the publication of thefe orders, defpair feized 
all the inhabitants ; their commerce was funk ; 
their credit loft j their bank exhaufted ; their 
magnificent country-houfes, which embellifhed 
the environs of Genoa, pillaged ; the inha- 
bitants treated by the foldiers as flaves : in. 
Ihort, they had nothing more to lofe except 
their lives ; and there was not a Genocfe, who,, 
at laft, did not appearfuUy determined to facri- 
fice even life itfelf, rather than bear any longer, 
a treatment fo (hamcful and fevere, 

Genoa thus enflaved, ftill reckoned among, 
her difgraccs the lofs of Corfica, which had fa» 
long revolted againft them ; the Malecontents 
of which, would, without doubt, be for ever, 
fupported by the conquerors. Corfica, which 
complained of being opprciTcd by Genoa, in 
the fame manner as Genoa was by the Au- 
ftrians, rejoiced in this chaos of revolutions, 
at the misfortunes of their matters. This ad- 
ditional weight of calamity, — the lofs of Cor* 
fica, was felt only by the fcnators, who loH 
nothing but a phantom of authority ; but the 
reft of the Genocfc were a prey to thole real, 
atiiiclions, which flavery brings along with it. 

Some of the fenacora fomented fccretly and 
adroitly, the dciperatcrefolutions that the fn^a- 
bitantsfeemcddii^iofed to takc^inwhicii thev IviA 
K 5 ^^'^i^\Q,^ 
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occafion for the grcateft circumfpe£Hon ; bc- 
caufc, in all appearance, a rafh and ill-fup- 
ported revolt, would bring dcftrudlion to the 
town and fenate. The cmiffaries of the fenators 
contented themfelves with faying, to the moft 
reputable of the people, " How long is it that 
" you will wait for the Auftfians to cut year 
•• throats, in the arms of your wives and chil- 
«« dren, and rob you of that finall remainder of 
^ nourifliment which you have left ? Their 
*< troops are difperfed without the walls ; and 
*« in the town only a few remain, who keep 
•* the guard of your gates : you- are here up« 
«« wards of thirty thoufand capable of a coup- 
^ dc-main ; is it not better to die than tobc* 
«* hold the ruin of your country ?" Such dif- 
oourfes animated the people ; but as yet they 
did not dare to ftir, nor had any one the cou- 
rage to ercft the ftandard of liberty. 

The Auftrians took cannon and mortars 
from the arfcnal of Genoa, for the expedition 
of Provence, and made the inhabitants draw 
them, who murmured, but ftill obeyed. An- 
Auftrian captain having rudely ftruck one of 
them, who did not pull ftrong enough : this* 
moment was a fignal for the people to affemble ; 
ajl was In motion, and they armed themfelves 
wi^h every thing they could find, ftones, fticks, 
fwordsy mufouctSj ani aW ^^^^ ^l\Y^^>wr\fcTv\'^, 
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Thefe people, who, when the enemy was at a 

great diftance, had not the lead thought of 

defending their city, now began to defend it, 

when that enemy was matter of it. Themar- 

quifs de Botta, who was at St. Pierre d^ 

Arenes, thought this commotion would fub- 

fide of itfelf, and that fear would foon toke 

place of this violent fury ; fo that the next day 

he contented himfclf with reinforcing the guards 

at the gates, and fending a few detachments into 

the (Ircets* The people affcmbled in a number 

fuperior to the guard, ran to the palace, and 

demanded of the doge the arms that were de- 

pofited there, who made no anfwer ^ but the 

domeflics (hewed them another magazine, to 

which they fled, forced it open, and armed 

themfelves -, an hundred officers diilributed 

thcmfelvesin the market-place, theftreets wer« 

Barricaded, and the order, which the Aufirians 

endeavoured as much as poffible to reflore, in 

this fudden and furious infurre£lion, by no 

means abated the ardour of the Genoefe. 

It appears, that on this and the following 
days, the confternation, which had. fo long 
firuck the minds of the Genoefe, had got pof« 
ftffion of the Germans. They did nor attempt 
to quell the people with regular troops, but 
left- them to CAcreafe. their number, and make 

themfelves 
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themfelvesmafters of the gates of St. Thomas 
and St. Michael. 

The fenate, not yet certain that the people 
would fupport what they had fo well begun, 
fent a deputation to the Auftrian general in 
St. Pierre dcs Arenes. The marquifs do Botta 
was negociating when he £hould have taken up 
arms, and told the fenators that they (hould 
arm the Genoefe troops which were left dif« 
armed in the town, join the Auftriahs, and 
fall upon the rebels at the fignal he (hould 
give : but it could not be expelled that the 
fenate of Genoa (hould join the opprefibrs of 
their country to deftroy its defender^, and com- 
pleat its ruin. 

The Germans giving credit to the intel- 
ligences they had in the town, advanced to the 
gale of Bifagno, by the fuburb of that name, 
|)ut were received by a difcharge of cannon 
and mufquetry. The inhabitants of Genoa 
now compofed an army, beat the drum in the 
name of the whole people, .and ordered all the 
citizens, under pain of death, to appear in arms, 
and range themfelves under the ftandards of 
their refpedive quarters. The Germans were 
attacked in the fauxbourg de Bifagno, and of 
St, Pi^^rre des Arenes at once; the alarm-be!l 
was heard, at the fame time, in a!l the villages 
of the vallics, and the p^;xtdiv\u ^^v^vViWd to the 
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number of twenty thoufand. A priitce, named 
Doria, at the head of the people, attacked the 
marquifs de Botta, in St. Pierre des Arcnes : 
the General, and his nine regiments, retired 
in diforder, leaving four thoufand prifoners, 
and near one thoufand killed, with all their ma- 
gazines and equipages, and marched to the poft 
of Bochetta, purfued continually by the fimple 
peafants,^ and were forced at laft to abandon 
this poft alfo, and fly quite to Gavi. 

Thus, by too much defpifing and overbur- 
dening the people, and being fimple enough 
to believe that the fenate would join them, even 
againft the inhabitants who fupportcd the fe- 
nate, the Auftrians loft Genoa. All Europe 
* (law, with furprize, that a weak body of peo- 
ple, totally unacquainted wi«"h anns, and whom 
neither their enclofure of rock, nor the fuppo^^ 
of the kings of France, Spain and Naples, 
could fave from the Auftrian bondage, brc ke 
it themfelves without any fuccours, and drove 
away their conquerors. 

In thefe tumults many robberies were com- 
mitted, and the houfes of thofe fenators,. who 
were fufpefted of favouring the Auftrian in- 
tereft, were pillaged ; but the moft aftonifliing 
circumftance in this revolution, was, that this ' 
fame people, who had four thoufand of their 
conqueror's foldicrs in prvCou^ iiii. wjX xO^^^^v 
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againft their mafters. They had chiefs, but 
they had been pointed out to them by the fc- 
nate, and among themfelves ther2 was no one 
confiderable enough to ufurp the authority 
long. The people chofe thirty-fix citizens to* 
govern them, but added four fenators, Gri- 
maldi, Scaglia, Lomelini,, and Fornari^ and 
thefe four nobles fecretly gave intelligence of 
all that pafled to the fenate, which, to appear- 
ance, no longer interfered in the government ;. 
though it a&ually prefided, and caufed a public 
difavowal to be made at Vienna, of the revo- 
lution Lt fomented at Genoa, and for which 
they dreaded the moft horrible vengeance : its 
minifter at that court declared, that the Ge* 
nocfe nobility had no hand in this alteration of 
affairs, which he ftiled a revolt. The council 
of Vienna, adUng ftill as mafters, and imagining 
they (hould foon be able to recover Genoa, 
notified to him, that the fenate muft inftandy 
pay the remaining eight millions of the fain 
exafted from the republic, and give thirty more 
for the damage fufFered by their troops, rc- 
ftoringlikewifeall the prifoners, and executing 
juftice on the feditious. Thefe orders, which 
an enraged mafter might have given to his re- 
bellious and impotent fubje£ts, only fcrved to 
confirm the Genoefe in the refolution to defend 
tbcmklvcsy in hopts o? 4i'\N\tv^ Ck^tsv their tcr- 
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ritories, thofe whom they had turned out of 
their capital. Four thoufund Auftrians ftill 
remaining as hoftages in the prifons of Genoa,, 
gave them farther encouragement.. In the 
mean time, the Auftrians, aided by the Pied- 
montefe, by quiting Provence, threatened to- 
retake Genoa. One of the Auftrian generals 
had already reinforced his army with fome 
troops of Albany, accuftomed to fight among 
rocks. Thcfe are the defendants of the an- 
cient Epirotes, who pafs for as great warriorS' 
as their anceftors. He gained thefe Epirotes 
by means of his uncle, the famous Schulem- 
bourg,.who, after having refifted Charles XII.- 
king of Sweden, defended Corfu againft the 
Ottoman empire: the Auftrians, thus rein- 
forced, repafled theBochetta] they approached ^ 
very near Genoa, and the country, to the right 
and left, was abandoned to the fury of irregular 
troops, to faccage and devaftation.. All Genoa 
was in i confternation : terror produced a fecret 
correfpondence with their oppreflbrs j and, to 
add to this misfortune, there was a great divi- 
lion, at this time, between the fenate and the 
people. The city had provifions, but no mo- 
ney ; and eighteen thoufand florins per diem - 
was wanting to defray the expences of the mi- 
litia, who were fkirmifliing in the country, as 
wtJl SIS thofe who defended tW d\.^ » TV^ \^- 
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public had not one experienced officer, nor aUy ' 
regular difciplined forces ; no Aiccours could 
arrive but by fea, and then with the rifque of 
being taken by an Englifh fleet, commanded by 
admiral Medley, who was matter of its coafts. 

The king of France,iiowever, fent the fenatc 
a million of livrcs, by a fmall veflel which 
cfcaped the Englifh fleet. The gallics of Tou- 
lon and Marfeilles, fet fail with fix thoufand 
foldiers ; they put into Corfica and Monaco, 
partly on account of a ftorm, but chiefly for 
fear of the Englifh fleet ; this fleet took fix 
of them, v/ith about a thoufand men i but at 
lafl the remainder reached Genoa, with about 
four thoufand five hundred French troops, 
which revived the hopes of the inhabitants. 

Soon after, the duke de Bouflers arrived, and 
took upon him the command of the forces 
which defended Genoa, whofe number daily 
encreafed. This General had pafled the Englifh 
admiral unnoticed in a fmall bark. 

The duke de Bouflers found himfclf at the 
head of about eight thoufand regular troops, 
in a blockaded city, and expecting every mo- 
ment to be bcfiegcd 5 in which there was no 
regularity, no provifions, no powder, and the 
chiefs of the people at variance with the fenate. 
The Auftrians always had fome fpies in it ; and 
the duke had as mucYi uo\j\A^ ^xfvtd N«flth thofe 
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he came to defend, as thofe became to engage 
He re-cftabliflied order every where, and pra- 
vifiojis were landed in fafcty, on paying proper 
confideratfon to fome of the captains of the 
Englifli fleet :— thus private intereft repairs 
j)ublic misfortunes \ The Auftrians had fomc 
friars in their intereft; but the Genoefc 
made ufe of the fame arms with more fuccefs, 
The confeflbrs were engaged to refufe abfo- 
luCion to thofe who wavcied between their 
country and the Auftrians. An hermit put 
himfelf at the head of the militia, whom he 
enoouragcd by his zeal in haranguing thcmj 
and by his example in fighting^. He was killed 
in one of the flcirmifhes which happened dailyi 
and died exhorting theGcnoefe to defend them« 
felvei. The Oenoeit ladies pledged their jewcU 
to the Jew8| for money to defray the expencei 
of the necefTary fortifications. 

But the greateft of all encouragements wa9, 
the valour of the French troops, whom the 
duke often fent out to attack the enemy in 
their port, and even beyond the double works 
of Gsnoa, They fucceeded in almoft all thefe 
little fallies/ whofc particular hiftory, at that 
time, drew attention, but was afterwards loft 
in the multiplicity of greater events. 

The court of Vienna, at laft, ordered the 
blockade to be raifed. The diike de Bouflecs 
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did not enjoy this glory and happinefs, for he 
died of the fmall-pox on the 27th of June 
1 7^7, the very day that the enemy retired. Hz 
wa5 :r.e Ton of marihal Bouflers, who was held 
in lb ^reztefleeoi as a General, a virtuous man, 
and a good citizen, in the time of Louis XIV. 
liisfon poireiFedall his father's good qualities. 

Gcno^ v/as no longer clofcly attacked ; but 
it was ftill threatened by the Piedmontefe, who 
were masters of all its environs; by thcEn«- 
lifh fleer, which flopped up her ports, and bj 
the Auitrians, who wcrie returning from the 
Alps, to fall upon her. It was neceflary that 
marfhal Belleifle fhould come down into Italj, 
which would be attended with the greateft 
difficulties. Genoa fcemed at the laft extie- 
Ziity ; the kla^doin of Naples expofed ^ al! 
hopes ioft of eltabliihing Uon Philip in Italy, 
and the duke or Modena, in this cafe, ap- 
peared without iwfourcci but Louis XV, was 
not difcouragLd. 

He fcnt the duke de Richelieu to Ger.02, 
with frcfh troops and money. l^he duie 
cfcaped the Englifli fleet in a fmall vefl'w), and 
landed at Genoa on the 27th of Scpte.T*^ ;.*r 
ly^j ; his troops met with the fame iu fo. 
The court of Madrid fccomlcd thefe corXj] 
fent about three thoufand men to G^Loa, a:.j 
prom ill' J the Gcnocfc two hundred and f;;ty 
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4iOu/and livres per month, which the king of 
{'Vance paid them. The duke de Richelieu, 
jp feveral engagements, repulfcd the enemy; 
1^ fortified all the pofts,and fccured the coafts, 
vbcn the court of England cxhaulted itfelf to 
crufli Genoa, as that of France did to defend 
it. The Eoglifh miniftry gave one hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds flerling to the cm-i. 
- prcfs queexijL and the fame fum to the king of 
Sardinia, to undertake the fiege of Genoa. 
The Englifh loft the money they advanced : 
iftzrOx'dl Belleifle, after having taken the pro- 
VJOce of Nice, kept the Auflrians and the 
Picdmontefr in continual alarm, I'.-ft, if they 
attempted the fiegc of Genoa, he fbould fall 
upon them in the rear : — thus the marihal, and 
the combined armies of Auftria. and SflVoy»^ 
Impeded each, other's pro^refs, 



^^K^: 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Battle of Exiles fetal to die French. 

TO penetrate into Italy, in fpite of the 
Aullrian and Picdmontefe armies, what 
way was to be taken ? The Spanifli general. 
La Mina, wanted to file off to Final, by a road 
on the Side of the Ponent, where the troops 
could only pafs one by one; but had neither 
cannon nor provifions. ^ To tranfport the 
French artillery | to preferve a communication 
of fovty days march, by a route equally clofe 
and fteep, where every thing muft be carried 
on the backl of mulet $ to be expofed con- 
tinually to the cannon of the Englifh fleet : all 
thcfe difficulties appeared infurmountable. The 
road of Demont and of Coni was propofed, but 
to befiege Coni was an enterprise well known 
to be dangerous, it was determined to take 
the route by the neck of the Exiles, about 
twenty- five leagues from Nice, and it waa 
refolved to carry that place. 

This enterprise was not lefs difficult; but 
there was no choice to be made in fg many 
perils. Marfhal Belleifle eagerly feized this 

occafion 
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eccafion to fignalize htmfelf ; he poiTeired as 
much bravery to execute a projeft, as dexterity 
to conduct it ; an indefatigable man, both in 
the cabinet and in the field. He fet out and 
took his route back by Dauphiny ; and pene- 
trating afterwards towards the neck of the 
Affietto on the road to Exiles, he found there 
twenty-one battalions of Piedmontefe, who were 
waiting for him behind rampalts of ftone and 
wood, fifteen feet high, and thirteen feet in 
thicknefs, lined with artillery. To carry thefe 
fortifications, Belleille had only twenty-eight 
. battalions, and feven field-pieces, which could 
hardly be placed to advantage. They were yet 
emboldened to this enterprize by the remem- 
brance of the battles of Montaiban, and of 
Chateau-dauphin, which feemed to juitify their 
audacity. There are no attacks equal in all 
refpe£ls ; and it is more difficult and more 
fatal to attack pallifadocs, which mull be 
plucked up by the hand, under a defcending, 
continual fire, than to climb up and fight upon 
rocks ; befides, the Piedmontefe were well dif- 
ciplined, — troops that had been commanded by 
the king of Sardinia were not to be defpifed. 
The adion lafted two hours j that is to fay, 
the Sardinians killed all the French they thought 
proper within that fpace of time. 1* ield-mar- 
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thai Amaud, who led On a detachment, was 
one of the firft who was mortally wounded) 
and likewife Monf. de Grille, major-general 
of the army. 

Among all the bIo6dy eiigagbments which 
fignalized this war on all fides, this was one 
of thofe which was the moft to be deplored, 
*bn account of the premature lofs of feveril 
promifmg young men of diftin&roia idly ft- 
crificed. The count de Goas, colonel of the 
regiment of Bourbon, perilhed in it 5 the mar- 
quifs de Donge, colonel of the SoiiTons, re- 
*ceived a wound, of which he died fix days 
after the battle. The marquifs de Brienrici 
after he had loft an arm, marched up to the 
pallifadoes crying out, << There yet remains 
*< another Tor the king's fcrvice," and was 
killed. They reckoned three thoufand fix 
hundred and ninety-five flain, and one thou- 
fand fix hundred and fix wounded,—^ fatality, 
contrary to the general event of battles, whereiii 
the wounded exceed the number of the dead ! 
A great number of officers perifhed ; all the 
officers of the regiment of Bourbon were killed 
or wounded, and the Piedmontefe did not lofe 
one hundred. Belleifle, in defpair, tore up the 
pallifadoes ; and being wounded in both his 
hands, he ftill tugged at the Hakes with his teeth, 

when 
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■'^hen he received a mortal blow. He had ofteri 
iaid, that a General ought not to furvive his de- 
feat, and he proved too clearly that this fenti- 
ment was engraven on his heart. The wounded 
were carried to Brian^on, where the fatal dif- 
after of this day was quite unexpected. Monf. 
d'Audifret, the king's lieutenant, fold his filver 
*plate to relieve tiie ficlc. His 'hidy, though 
ready to lye-in-, undertook the care of the hof- 
pitals, dreffed the wounded with her own 
hands, and died in the difcharge of this pious 
t>ffice5 — a melancholy, but noble example^ 
•worthy to be confecrated in hiftory ! 
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CHAP^ XXIIL 

The King of France Matter of Flas- 
j> £ R s ; and victorious, in vain makes Offers 
of Peace, ,The taking of Dutch-Bra- 
bant. The Situation of Affairs creates 
a Stadtholder. 

IN this buftle of events, fometimes unfor- 
tunate, and fometimes favourable; the 
king, vidorious in Flanders, was the only fo- 
vereign who defired peace. Having always a 
right to attack the territories of the Dutch, and 
conftantly threatening to do it, he thought to 
bring them over to his deiign of a general pa- 
cification, by propofing to them a congrefs to 
be held iii one of their own towns. Breda was 
fixed upon, and the marquifs dc Puifieux, the 
king's minifter-pjenipotcntiar}', was the firft 
there. The Dutch fent M. Waflbnaar, with- 
out having any determined view. The court 
of England, which did not incline to psacc, 
could not publicly refufe it. The carl of 
Sandwicn, a grand Ton, by the mother's fide, of 
the famous Wilmot, carl of Rochcller, was 
the En^lifh p\eu\poX^ivUTii>j * ^\3X H;\\vle the 

I 
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lilies of the cmprefs queen had minifters at 
kis ufelefs congrels, that princefs did not think 
jroper to fend any. It was the intereft of the 
[Jutch, more than of any other power, to pro- 
note the happy efFcft of thefe pacific appear- 
^ces. A people wholly commercial, not war- 
like, who had neither good generals nor good 
foldiers, and whofc beft troops were prifoners 
in France, to the number of thirty- five thou- 
fand men, it might be imagined could have no 
other objecl: in view, than that of averting fuch 
another ftorm from their territories as they had 
feen fall upon Flanders. Holland was no longer 
a maritime power 5 its admiralties could not 
then put to fea twenty men of war. The ftates 
all perceived, that if the war broke into their 
provinces, they muft eleft a ftadtholder, and 
confequendy a matter. The magiftrates of 
Utrecht,ofDort, and of the Brill, had always 
contended for a neutrality, and fome other 
members of the ftate were avowedly of the fame 
opinion. In a word ; it is certain, that if the 
States General had taken a firm refolution to 
rcftore peace to Europe, they might have ef- 
[c£tcd it ; they might have added this honour 
to that of having formerly made a flourilhing 
free date' of fuch an inconfiderable country ; 
and they had the power to acquire it a long 
rime in their hands, but ttfe EngUfli jart^^^xNji 
Vol. L L ^^xv^\sJS. 
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general; prejudice prevailed* I do not Miert 
there sipe 9 people on earth who conquer ancient 
.prejudices, with fo much difficulty, as the Dutch 
nation* The irruption of IfOws XIV. and the 
year 1672 were ftill at heart; and I may ven- 
ture to fay, that I have diicovered on more oc- 1 
cafiona than one^ that their minds, ftruckwith 
the ambitiojus haughtinefs of Louie XI V« could 
not comprehend the iBoderatLon of Lotus XV. 
They never thought him fincerc; they re- 
garded all hi£ pacific meafures, and all his cau- 
tion, either as proofs of weaknefs, or fnares. 

The king^ unable to perTuade them, was 
obliged to conquer a part of their country : 
while this ufelefs congrefi was held, he fcnt 
his forces into Dutch Flanders; a province 
difmembered from the domains of the very 
houfe of Auftria, lor whbfe defence they had 
tmdertaken it. It conunences a league below* 
Ghent, and extends to the right and to the left ; 
on one fide, to Middleburgk in Zealand, and 
on the other, to the efcaut below Antwerp ; it 
is lined with a number of finall forts, capable 
of refiftance. The king, before he took this 
province, carried his moderadon fo fer, as 
to notify to the States General that he fliould 
look on thefe forti^effes only as pledges, which 
he fliould engage to reftore a^ foon as the Dutch 
Aould cea(e to fomeivx. i\» ^v>> \i^ ^lanttn^ 
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free {milage,, and akls of men and. money to hh 
enemies. 

No account was made of thi» indulgence, aii 
irruption alone was perceived, and the march 
-of the French troops made a ftadtholiler. What, 
the abbe dela Vilie had foretold to fome of the 
high and mighty lorda, who refufed all termi^ 
•f reconciliation,, and wanted to change the 
form of gov^nment) when he was the king's 
envoy in Holland, now actually happened. 
** It will not be yourfelves, but we) who {hall 
•* give you a mafter." 

The people in general, on the news of an 
invaiion^ demanded the prince of Orange for 
their fladtholder. The town of Tervere, of 
whtcli he was lord, began by nominating him. 
All the towns in Zealand followed the ex- 
ap^>le} Rotterdam and Delft proclaimed him,* 
tod it was ufelefs for the regents to oppofe the 
multitude. The inhabitants of the Hague fur«» 
iDunded the palace where the deputies of the 
province of Holland and Weft-Friszland af- 
fembled, the moft powerful of the feven, which 
alone pays one half of the expences of ths re- 
public, and whofe penfionary is looked upon«s 
the moft confiderableperfon in the ftate. It was 
neceflfary, in an inftant, to hoift the flags of 
the houfe of Orange, on the palace and on the 
tow/1-houfe, (o appeafe the v^o^k^ ^.vA \.^^ 
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days after the prince was elected fladthoicicr. 
The commiffion recites, ** That in confi- 
•* deration of the dreadful fituation of aftaii^, 
•' they appoint William Charles Henry FrUo, 
** prince of Orange, of the branch •f Naffau- 
** dift, to be ftadtholder, captain-general, and 
** high admiral." He was foon acknowledge! 
throughout the fevcn provinces, and received 
in that quality at the allembly of the States 
General. The terms in which the province 
of Hollandf had couched his eleclon, fliewed too 
plainly that the magillrates had appointed him 
againft their will. It is fufficiently known that 
ivcry prince aims at bein^ abfalute, and that 
fcvery repuWic is ungrateful. The United 
Provinces, which owed to the houfe of Naffau 
the greateft power that any petty ftatc ever at- 
tained, could kldojn fix upon the juft medium 
between what they were indebted to the blood 
of their deliverers, and what they owed to ihcir 
freedom. 

Louis XIV. in 1672, and Louis XV. in 
1747, cicatcd two iladtho.ldcrs through tcr.or j 
i.nJ th«* inhabitants of Holland have tv.iu re- 
ci-UMifhed this fladtho:d-r(hip, which the ina- 
^i(^Iacv wnntccl to d'.ltroy. 

I'hcir Hi'>l) Mi^htiiicfics had kept the prince 
of C)r.in:»;o i;^ i.iii >'.:nt of puLlic affairs as ih:y 
pvihl\\ i (iu\v\, •v;v\v'. v\cu wvviw vl\^ \}rovincc (,{ 
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Gueldcrs had chofen him for ttadtholder iit 
1722: although this chara^fter, was, at that 
time, only a title of honour, though he could 
not difpofe of any employment, nor change any . 
garrifon, nor iflue any orders ; yet the ftates of 
Hoi land wrote in ftrong terms to thofe of Guel- 
ders, to difiuade them from arefolution which 
they itiled fatal. One moment now deprived 
them of the power they had enjoyed for fifty 
years : the new ftadtholdcr began, at fctting 
out, with fufFering the populace* to pillage ' 
and pull down the houfes'of the colkAors of 
the excife, all relations and dependants of tht 
burgomafters ; and when the magiflrates were 
thus attacked by the people, the military were 
obliged to reftrain their fury. 

The prince, quite tranquil amidfl thefecom^ 
motions, procured himfelf the fame, authority 
which h::d been given to king William, and 
thus fccurcd his power the firmer in his family. 
Not only the ftadtholderftiip became hereditary 
to hir male iflue, but even to his daughters and 
their pofterity ; for, fometlme afterwards, a 
Jaw waspafled, and in default of the male iflue, 
a woman might be liaJtholJcr and captain - 
general, provided fx:e committed the exercife 
of the functions of her office to h'-T hufDand; 
and, la cafe of minority, the widow of the 
iladtholder was to have the tktic oV<i.ON^'i\^'^Vv'«-^ 
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and to nominate a prince to perform the func* 
tions of the ftadtholdcrfhip. 

By this revolution»the United Provinces be- 
came a kind of mixt monarchy, lefs limited, in 
many refpeds, than tbofe of England, Sweden 
and Poland. Thus nothing turned out in all 
this war, which had been imaginfid at firfl ; and 
every thing, contrary to the expeAations of all 
the powers engaged in it, aAually came to pafs. 
The enurprizfis,.the fuccefies, and the mir- 
fortunes of prince Charles £dwrardin England, 
vere perhaps the moft Angular of any of thofe 
events that afioniihed «U Europe. 



The End of the firit Volume. 
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